Arise, shine, for your light 
has come Isaiah 60: 1 
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God is with us now 




Christmas message from the 
Bishop of Oxford, the Right 
Revd Richard Harries 

O ne of the boldest thoughts 
of Christians in the sec- 
ond century was that ‘God 
became human in order that 
humans might become divine’. 
Part of us backs away from this 
thought. After all, there is an 
absolute divide between God the creator of all 
that exists, and creatures such as ourselves. But 
in the Incarnation a rope ladder has been 
thrown across this abyss. The creator of all 
things has shared a creaturely existence to the 
full, even through suffering and death. He did 
this for our sake, that we might use that bridge, 
which is himself. This is why Christians have 
talked about divinisation or theosis. The life of 
God which fills Christ is through him to fill us 
too, as St Paul taught. The Incarnation of God 
in Jesus Christ does not simply belong to the 
past. It is a vital, life-giving reality for every 
moment of every day, the every day world of 
Blackbird Leys as of every other part of 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire. 

God is indeed in the apparently ordinary, 
ordinary places and ordinary people 

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin has been top of the 
best seller list for months. One of the most 
endearing features of this novel is the way that 
it showed the most wonderful qualities in the 
most unexpected people. People whom the 
world tends to discount because they are ugly 
or gay or old or uneducated turn out to be peo- 
ple of deep compassion, courage and hope. The 
author of the novel is not a Christian but this 
theme is I believe one that is profoundly 
Christian. Through God’s Holy Spirit, made 
available to us in Christ, there are the most 
amazing gifts in every one of us. How could it 
be otherwise if we believe that God seeks to fill 
us with his presence? George Herbert has a line 
in one of his poems ‘God in ordinary’. God is 
indeed in the apparently ordinary, ordinary 
places and ordinary people. ( 7 y ) 




Holy family in Blackbird Leys 

A modern version of the Bethlehem nativity scene 
set around a bench on Oxford’s Blackbird Leys 
estate shows Mary in jeans, dogs and children lolling 
on the grass and a background of tower blocks.The 
nativity forms the central panel of a new mural by 
the artist Celia Ward in the entrance hall of the 
ecumenical Church of the Holy Family, Blackbird 
Leys, where her husband, the Revd James Ramsay is 
the Anglican priest. Celia painted the mural after a 
design consultant advised on how the hall of the 
sparse 1 960’s church could best be given ‘a sense of 
purpose’. Their daughter Iona is pictured pointing to 
the nativity which includes the three wise men in 


academic robes. In the left hand corner is the 
Annunciation; side panels feature other Bible scenes 
including the Crucifixion and Jonah and the Whale. 
The ‘negative image’ of housing estates is softened 
by the warm sunlight on the tower block. Holy 
Family has been at the centre of other community 
arts activities. Its wall hangings have been assembled 
from embroideries made by church members aged 
six to 70, portraits of parishioners by Celia Ward 
hang in the community rooms and the church hopes 
to join a music project when the Orchestra of St 
John’s, Smith Square will work with local residents. 
Drawings and studies for the Holy Family mural will 
form part of an exhibition of mural painting at the 
Sally Hunter Fine Art gallery in London In February. 


one village 


ALL THE BEST FOR 
MCHRISTMAS... No need 
for tedious visits to those 
everyday shops with mass- 
produced trivia which so 
often fail to satisfy. Come 
instead to One Village where 
the creativity of the craft 
maker is for ever alive in the 
articles. 

■ In the Christmas-card 
town of Woodstock, with its 
interesting shops and 
marvellous atmosphere, 
the Outlet shop of 
One Village presents 
wholesome craft made 
articles for the home: direct 
imports from the artisans. 


■ One Village Outlet 
shopping, on the A44 in 
Woodstock. Since 1979. 




■ Above Shining day and silvery 
night cushion covers, idealized 
picture embroideries of day and 
night-time scenes. Shining day 
with* sun and playful animals: 
Silvery night with moon and 
animals resting. 

■ Left Guaranteed "millennium- 
proof perpetual calendar made 
of monkey- wood. 


one village 


From artisans ‘ iimpcratii'cs 
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I became a Christian page 7 
brist Child 1$ the Word page 8 
No, Santa Claus is not God(!) « how 
Hannah coped with 40 for supper 

pages 10 & 11 
How to Help this Christmas DoorPost 
A feast for carol singers page 19 
Nativity in Aldermaston page 20 
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■ Above Dramatic lighting: 
this is our exclusive Glou'bal 
lampshade, cotton on a 

cane frame. 

■ Above right Christmas decor. 

from a selection in the shop. 

■ Right top corner Fabrics 
made up to sizes for 
tablecloths, throwoi'ers, 
curtains... 

■ Right Fruit of love 
cushion. 24“ square. 
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Mapping out a church for Generation X 

Venetia Horton reports on the recent symposium ‘What’s Blocking Faith?’ 
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C hurch leaders emerged bewildered and unsettled 
after the opening sessions of a two-day sympo- 
sium held at St Andrew’s Church in High 
Wycombe last month. ‘What’s Blocking Faith* was 
described by the chairman, the Revd Dr Chris Sugden 
of the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, as an opportu- 
nity to reassess social trends. 

Setting the scene for the new Millennium, the open- 
ing speakers described a frantic 24-hour society 
dominated by technology, anonymity and image - a 
world where personal choice carried 
more weight than universal truths, a 
world in fact where there is no truth, 
hope or purpose, but only ‘my’ truth, 

‘my’ choice and ‘my kind of fun’. The 
youth of today have a profound sense 
of doubt and uncertainty, powerless- 
ness and low self-esteem, we were told. 

The first speaker, the Revd Dr Mike 
Moynagh of St John’s College, 

Nottingham, described a ‘tailor-made* 
society where individuals use the Internet to choose 
everything from what to do in a gap year to the con- 
tents of their ‘home shopping basket’ - a vision which 
did not appeal to the largely middle-aged, techno- 
phobic audience! 

However, Dr Moynagh’s most disturbing predictions 
concerned the tension between increasing individuali- 
sation in the home and the need for team values in the 
workplace. ‘The Church is trying to minister to people 
at home where the core values are least sympathetic to 
the Gospel, and not in the workplace where many of 
the values are more conducive to the Christian Gospel,* 
he said. 

‘We are moving into a post-modern culture, where 
people expect the Church, like everything else, to fit 
them exactly,’ he suggested. Instead of Sunday meet- 
ings at local church buildings, people will belong to 
Monday-morning ‘business churches’, or Saturday 
afternoon ‘football churches’. ‘Churches will be made 
up of people who share a common interest, not people 
who happen to live near each other,’ he said. 

Drawing on their experience at the youth project 


Oxford elegy for Bishop of Ebbsfleet 

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet, the Right Revd John 
Richards (the ‘Flying Bishop’) retired at the end of 
October. One of his last engagements was the confir- 
mation of two adults at St Laurence’s Church in 
South Hinksey, Oxford on October 24. After the ser- 
vice he was presented with a cheque and a CD of 
Vaughan Williams’ ‘Oxford Elegy’ which is set to the 
words of Matthew Arnold’s poem ‘The Scholar 
Gypsy’ in which South Hinksey is mentioned. After 
the service the Bishop was entertained to lunch at 
the local pub. 

There was also a farewell service for Bishop John 
in Bristol Cathedral. His successor. Canon Michael 
Houghton, Vicar of St Peter’s Folkstone, will be con- 
secrated in Southwark Cathedral on December 3. 


Oxford Youth Works, Anna Chakko George and Sam 
Richards said that in a culture where choices are infinite 
and rules non-existent, a faith which has ‘lifted up Reason 
as the ultimate god is outmoded and irrelevant’. 

Young people distrust any form of authority or structure, 
they said, but the Gospel needs to be heard - not by using 
rational arguments, but as an authentic community lived 
out in real relationships. Anna Chakko George used the 
phrase ‘a counter-culture culture’. 

In his talk, the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries, said that when people describe 
their moral objections to the Christian faith, 
we should take them seriously otherwise 
they will not listen to what we have to say. 
Those who think that Christianity is ‘patriar- 
chal, anti-human and anti-life’ are speaking 
about a real experience that many find hard 
to articulate, said the Bishop. 

Other speakers over the two days includ- 
ed Elaine Storkey, the Rt Revd Mike Hill, and 
Anthony Howard. All the talks were record- 
ed and Chris Sugden intends to make the papers available 
early next year. 

Gill Poole, who organised the symposium on behalf of 
the Oxford Diocesan Advisory Group for Mission, supported 
by CMS, said: ‘The symposium has contributed significantly 
to the continuing process of thinking about mission in the 
Diocese of Oxford’. 


Wheels for sport 



The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard Harries tries 
out a s ports wheelchair at the GUttnam Sport Centre in 
Stoke Mandevilie.The Bishop was there to present a 
cheque for £1 1,087 to the British Wheelchair Sports 
Foundation (BWSF). Also pictured by Keith Ellis are 
Martin McElhatton, head of PR for BWSF; Jenny Hyson, 
Children's Adviser for the Diocese (back left). Dawn 
John, director of BWSF, and some of the youngsters who 
helped raise the money at this year's three Oxford 
Diocesan Gift Days* For more information contact Jenny 
Hyson at Church House on 0186$ 208200* 


‘In a culture where 
choices are infinite and 
rules non-existent, a 
faith which has lifted up 
Reason as the ultimate 
god is outmoded and 
irrelevant 9 



Wolverton Churches Together 

„ in association with 

wakdino The Wedding Guide 

guide invite you to 

The Wolverton 

Wedding Exhibition & Celebration Service 

at St George’s Church, Church Street, 
Wolverton, Milton Keynes 
on Sunday 10 January 1999 from 2 - 5.30pm 


Getting married in 1999 
or beyond? 

Many local specialist wedding 
businesses will be present to help 
with every aspect of 
your wedding arrangements. 

All attending Brides to Be will receive 
the gift of a £50 Travel Voucher 
and entry into The Wedding Guide’s 
£2500 Tropical Honeymoon Prizedraw 

Free entry 


‘Marriage on the Move’ 

An afternoon conference at 
The Christian Foundation, 

The Square, Wolverton 
An opportunity to listen and discuss 
issues surrounding marriage 
and the churches today. 
‘Marriage on the Move* will close by 
joining the wedding exhibition 
in St George’s Church at 5pm. 
More details from Revd Jeremy Trigg 
01908 222802 


Celebration Service at 5pm 

to give thanks for and pray for marriage in today’s world. 


For details of Trade Stands, call Jonathan Sheldon 01832 731173 or 07970 878177 



LIVERPOOL 
CITY MISSION 


Opportunities for Christian Service 
both in Outreach and Church Based. 

Phone John Scott on 0151 709 8866 
“Bringing Christ to the Inner City” 


Established 1984 Registered Charity 298739 

Wanta ge 

Counselling Service 

Trained and experienced counsellors. 

For individuals and couples. 

Special provision for older clients and carers 

Telephone: 01235 769744 

6 Newbury Street, Wantage, 0X12 8BS 
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HORSES & PONIES PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 


If you have always dreamed of having your own pony , and would like to help out 
those horses and ponies which have been ill-treated or neglected . . . 

. . . for as little as £10.00 a year you can adopt one of our animals, and at the same time, 
your subscription will help to pay the animals veterinary treatment, feed, hay and straw. 
In return, you will receive a certificate of adoption, a photograph of your chosen animal, 
a membership badge and card, and two newsletters a year. 

So why not adopt the Happa attitude and adopt one of our animals. 


The Stables, Burnley Wharf, Manchester Road, Burnley, Lancashire BB11 1JZ 
Telephone: 01282 455992 Fax: 01282 451992 

I would like to help HAPPA help horses 

Please accept my donation of £ / 

Please send me details of your work and the Adoption Scheme to: 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 


-^22221 


Postcode 
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Shattered dreams as Aylesbury's King's 
Head Centre is forced into liquidation 


The King’s Head Centre in Aylesbury, 
opened with such high hopes a year 
ago, has been forced to close, leaving 
debts of £100,000. The King’s Head 
Centre was set up as the trading arm 
of the King’s Head Christian Trust 
which leases the 15th century former 
coaching inn from the National 
Trust. 

The project, which was supported by 
a dozen local churches, combined the 
facilities of a restaurant and confer- 
ence centre with a charity shop and 
Christian bookshop. One of the direc- 
tors, Roger Axtell, was keen to 
highlight how volunteers at the 
Centre had benefited from working 
there, including a bookkeeper who 


was healed of an eating disorder she 
had suffered from for ten years. 

‘Since the full extent of the difficul- 
ties were realised, the staff began to 
seek God’s wisdom on how best to 
proceed,’ he said. ‘In spite of numer- 
ous obstacles which could have 
forced an earlier closure, the Lord 
enabled us to redeem some of the bad 
feelings which had built up towards 
the Centre and its Christian witness.* 
The Revd Kevan Royle, chairman of 
the Trustees, told The DOOR that all 
of the people who had backed the 
project with personal guarantees 
were being very supportive; however 
a group of local traders who had 
given credit to the trading company 


would loose at least £1,000 each. 
‘There is no way vye can pay them and 
it is very upsetting,* he said. 

Kevan Royle is sure that the vision for 
the project was ‘absolutely right’, but 
said the non-appearance of promised 
funds and lack of support from local 
community groups had contributed 
to its failure. He is now stepping 
down as chairman to concentrate on 
his parish work. 

Although the King’s Head restaurant 
and conference centre have closed, 
the shop remains open, and the 
National Trust hopes to find a way of 
working with the King’s Head 
Christian Trust, which remains its 
tenant. 



The biggest children’s Christian holiday club in the country has joined 
forces with Rotary International to help needy children in Eastern 
Europe. Children from the Lighthouse in Great Missenden have been 
packing decorated shoe boxes with food, gifts and toiletry items to be 
sent to Romania, Croatia and other countries. After a service of blessing 
on Advent Sunday, the boxes were to be loaded onto lorries supplied 
free of charge by a local transport company. In the photo by Frank 
Blackwell are Anne-Marie Cartwright (5) and Catherine Collins (8). 


Light shines in 
Reading Prison 

Remarkable evidence of the power 
of God to transform lives has 
emerged from Reading Young 
Offenders Institution where the 
Chaplain, the Revd Ann Bush, has 
been running an Alpha course. 

‘We were amazed at the young- 
sters’ rapt attention,* said Ann. Most 
of the young men, who are aged 17- 
21, have not completed their 
schooling and certainly have had no 
contact with the Church, she said. 


Of the 15 who did the course, five 
were baptised in the prison chapel 
and Bishop Dominic confirmed 
three of those. One young man 
wrote to the Judge at his Crown 
Court trial admitting his guilt. He 
said: ‘I have met God through Jesus 
Christ and have been baptised in 
prison. As the Lord says, ‘repent of 
your sins,* so I now realise to call 
myself a Christian I have to do this’. 

‘We feel it is a tremendous privi- 
lege to see living evidence of young 
people taking their first steps out of 
darkness into the light of Christ,’ 
said Ann Bush. 


Carterton’s day in Bethlehem 

The busy Bethlehem marketplace that 
Mary and Joseph might have walked 
through 2,000 years ago is being recre- 
ated in St John’s Church, Carterton on 
December 19 from 10am to 4pm. 

Details for the ‘authentic’ Bible 
scene have been researched with the 
help of CMJ, the Churches Ministry 
among Jewish People, and church mem- 
bers will be dressing up in period 
costume, including the vicar, the Revd 
Roger Billings, who is looking forward 
to playing his role of tax collector! 


Rabbi helps couples plan ahead 

Speaking at a one-day conference on 
Interfaith Marriage last month, Rabbi 
Jonathan Romain of the Maidenhead 
Reform Synagogue said mixed-faith cou- 
ples must discuss everything in advance, 
from whether Christmas decorations are 
permissable in a half-Jewish household 
to warning Christian parents that their 
Muslim son-in-law won’t be eating a full 
English breakfast! Faced with the 
prospect of 44% of Jews marrying ‘out’ 
he said he had learnt to accept the situa- 
tion and helps couples think through 
the lifelong implications of a match that 
is not just inter-faith but inter-cultural. 


New carol aids Balkan children 

The death of a nine-year old girl who 
was blown up by a shell while sledging 
on a hillside near Sarajevo was the 
inspiration behind a new Christmas 
carol written by Hedley Roberts, the 
organist at Henley URC Church. Now 
two charities. Action for People in 
Conflict (AfPiC) and International 
Community Assist (ICA) are hoping 
that one million children will want to 
sing the carol and contribute £1 each 
to the Balkan Appeal. 

The money will be used to help chil- 
dren recover from the emotional and 
psychological damage of war in order 
to ‘regain their childhood and break 
the cycle of violence,* said Peter Tyrer, 
chief executive of AfPiC, whose nine- 
year old daughter Becky suggested the 
sponsored singing. 

The words and music of ‘Tom and 
Hannah’s Carol*, can be obtained by 
sending an SAE to Peter Tyrer, The 
Balkan Appeal, c/o AfPiC, Silverbirch 
House, Longworth, Oxfordshire OX13 
5EJ. Or by accessing the ICA website: 
http://member.aol.com/icauk 


Armenian students love Oxford 

Eight students from Nagorno Karabakh 
spent a week in Oxford this autumn at 
the invitation of Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide (CSW), the Christian human 
rights organisation which has done so 
much to bring the plight of their coun- 
try to world attention. The students, 
aged 19-22 visited Oxford colleges and 
museums. ‘We are so, so happy to be 
here,* said 20-year old Armineh 
Gahrielian, who is studying English 
and hopes to be an interpreter. The stu- 
dents stayed with medical students in 
Oxford who last summer visited two 
orthopaedic clinics in Karabakh which 
were built by CSW to treat some of the 
450 amputees injured in the war with 
its neighbour Azerbaijan. 


The place of Catholicism 

If there is only a preoccupation 
with ecclesiastical millinery and no 
sense of prayer, no holiness of life, 
no rich memory then the outlook 
is grim for the Catholic tradition, 
said the Bishop of London, the 
Right Revd Richard Charteris. He 
was speaking at the annual meet- 
ing of the Oxford branch of 
Affirming Catholicism at Magdalen 
College, Oxford on November 9. 

The Bishop, a towering bearded fig- 
ure sporting a giant poppy, spoke 
on ‘The contribution Catholics can 
make to the future of the Church of 
England’. First he delighted his 
audience with the revelation that 
he had left Cuddesdon Theological 
College ‘under a bit of a cloud’ 
because ‘a person of your views has 
no future in the modem Church of 
England*. Then he shared his vision 
of a robust, disciplined, holy 
Catholic tradition that could help 
satisfy the huge hunger for spiritu- 
al things and in which he detected 
recovery of nerve, conscience and 
zeal. ‘We need to understand that 
mission and memory are not in 
opposition,’ said the Bishop. 


Windsor schools threatened 

Windsor and Maidenhead Education 
Board is considering changing from a 
three-tier to a two-tier school system, 
and has proposed reducing church 
school places by 42 per cent from 1,800 
to 1,000. ‘The Diocesan Board of 
Education, which is due to meet on 
December 2, strongly opposes this sug- 
gestion, and is in close touch with all 
the schools concerned,* said Canon 
Tony Williamson, the Diocesan 
Director of Education. 


Benefits of God-given gas 

A group of Christian energy profession- 
als^ the Diocese are to launch a new 
company which they claim will give a 
better deal on domestic gas. Ebico will 
offer a gas tariff that is based not on 
price, but on the fair distribution of the 
benefits of deregulation, thus enabling 
consumers to help poorer people. The 
Revd Richard Thomas, one of the direc- 
tors of Ebico, said, ‘All the deals currently 
available favour the better-off. If you can 
afford direct debit and buy a lot of gas, 
you can get a low price. If however, you 
pay by meter, you pay the highest price*. 
Details of the new tariff will be pub- 
lished in The DOOR early in 1999. 


news in brief 

The MP Sir Ray Whitney was licensed as a reader at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford in October. He will serve at his 
church St Michael and All Angels in Sunninghill, Berks. 

As part of its preparations for the Millennium, the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham is holding a 24-hour 
retreat conference on the theme ‘Communicating 
Silence’ from 4pm January 25 to 12.45pm January 26, 
1999. Cost £47. Details Fr Martin Warner, 01328 820323. 

Reading Churches Millennium Steering Group is consider- 
ing setting up an alcohol-free pub for young people. 

Mencap is appealing to churchgoers to raise funds for 
children and adults with learning disabilities by joining 
‘1998 Carol Sing a Song*. An information pack is avail- 
able from them on 0645 777 779. 

Spring Harvest 1999 (March 27 - April 14) is focusing on 
The Future. Details on 01825 746516 or www.springh.org 

The Revd Dr Peter Stell was licensed as the new Chaplain 
to Grendon and Springhill prisons during Prisoners* 
Week on November 16. 

St Paul’s Church in Wokingham is raising money for 
repairs by ‘selling’ strips of material at £5 or £10 a go. 

They hope to raise £7,250 by selling enough strips to com- 
pletely surround the church in time for their gala day on 
June 12 next year. 

Take your pick: January 31, 1999 is Homelessness Sunday. 
It is also Education Sunday. 

Oxford will be the venue for the Art and Christianity 
Enquiry International Conference from July 19-21, 1999. 
News bulletins are available from ACE on 0171 284 3006. 
Details of conference: Revd Dr Allan Doig, 01865 284206. 

The churchwardens and PCC of St Michael and All 
Angels, Greinton in Somerset have written to thank all 
the ‘St Michael’ parishes in the Oxford Diocese who 
responded to their urgent appeal for help when their 
15th century church was in danger of sliding down onto 
the A361. The remarkable and humbling help we have 
had has enabled the emergency work to be carried out,* 
said David Philip, one of the churchwardens. 

A stained glass window depicting local plants and animals 
has been unveiled at St Mary’s Church in Winkfield. The 
window, which commemorates the church’s seventh cen- 
tenary, was designed and painted by Joseph Nuttgens and 
dedicated on November 15 by the Bishop of Reading. 

Celebrate the true meaning of Christmas by sending two 
poems of no more than 30 lines saying what Christmas 
means to you, to Triumph House, Poems for Christmas, 1 
Wainman Rd, Peterborough PE2 7BU/fax 01733 230751 by 
Dec 31. Winners will be considered for the Top 100 Poets 
of 1999 and share of a cash prize. 

Oxford-based Keston Institute has won the autumn 
Templeton Institutional Award for its continuing work in 
monitoring religious freedom in countries in the former 
Soviet Union. 


FEBV 

A home mission initiative 
helping to win Britain 
back for Jesus Christ 

through rural evangelism 
O 6.2 million people live in our villages 
O There are 15,000 villages 

• Rural churches are closing every 
week 

O Farming as a way of life is under 
threat 

Jesus said: 11 you will be my 

witness in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria and 
to the ends of the earth." 

(Acts 1 :8) 

O Will you pray for 'our' Judea and 
Samaria - rural Britain? 

O Will you consider supporting FEBV - 
a mission supporting over thirty 
full-time workers and seeking to 
reach many other unreached 
areas of our land? 

• £10,500 is required each month 
to run the mission 

Please contact the UK Director 
Rev Robin Merrifield, PO Box 271, 
Taunton TA1 1YY. 

Tel: 01823 321016/322211 
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Destiny makes an impact 


E cumenism with attitude best 
describes ‘Destiny*, the biggest 
Christian outreach to young people 
in Berkshire for a decade. It was organised 
in the first week of November by IMPACT, a 
charity set up two years ago with the sup- 
port of local clergy to encourage secondary 
school youngsters in their Christian faith. 

Among those who helped on the Destiny 
mission were international Christian 
speaker, the Revd David McDougall and a 
team from Twickenham, pop band TVB 
and theatre company Activate (both part 
of Youth for Christ). 

They led school assemblies and lessons, 
performed in church halls, went out on 
the Destiny bus and took part in two big 
events in Newbury’s Northcroft Leisure 
Centre which attracted 450 young people. 
A spokesman said: ‘The response was excel- 
lent. Many have signed up for the ‘Y Files* 
later this month, the follow-up which will 
allow them to ask questions about being a 
Christian.* 

Wargrave’s plans for Millennium 
Jesus banners can go ahead 

Plans by Christians in Wargrave to celebrate 
the Millennium by hanging banners from 
eight houses in the High Street almost fell 
through when they were told that for each 
banner proclaiming the name of Jesus, they 
would have to pay over £100! However, 
Wokingham District Council later said that 
although they normally made the charge for 
any banner that included text, in this case 
they would waive the regulations. *We were 
horrified to think that the words ‘Jesus lives* 
could be considered advertising!* said Brenda 
Keith from St Mary’s, Wargrave, who is organ- 
ising the banner-making. Villagers have been 
meeting since February to discuss planning 
permission, insurance and banner designs: ‘I 
would like everybody in the village to get 
involved, and rejoice in the Lord’s birthday,’ 
said Brenda. 



A group of local clergy, who make up IMPACT'S 
Council of Reference, donned dog collars and 
shorts to challenge the charity’s youthful execu- 
tive committee to a volley ball match in 
Newbury’s Victoria Park to publicise Destiny 

Schools Dept commissions 
poem for Frideswide’s day 



‘Frides-wide. Peace-Strong’ - 
the shouts went around 
Christ Church Cathedral on 
October 19 as 130 children 
from four Oxford City church 
aided schools celebrated the 
feast day of Oxford's Patron, 

Saint Frideswide whose 
name means ‘Peace-Strong’. 

The Diocesan Schools 
Department commissioned a 
poem about the Saint from 
performance poet, Paula 
Claire which formed the 
central part of a special 
service.Various parts were 
assigned to the children. In 
the photograph Paula is rehearsing them before 
the service. Frideswide founded a monastery on 
the site of the present cathedral. 



Ros is now an honest woman! 


It has been an autumn to remember at St George's, 
Owlsmoor. At the church’s fifth anniversary dedication 
service on October 29, the Revd Rosalind Parrett was 
collated and inducted as Vicar by the Bishop of Reading 
(both pictured left). Ros was made priest-in-charge two 
years ago because the living had been suspended 
pending a review of local parishes. It has just been 
restored and, as Bishop Dominic told the congregation: 
‘Ros has been made an honest woman'.The induction 
followed an anniversary Flower Festival Weekend so 
the church was ablaze with colourful displays by local 
organisations on the theme of ‘Five* including five 
'ducks’ swimming in the font. In 1959 atm chapel’ was 
replaced by a wooden one before the present perma- 
nent church was built in 1993. 


Michael’s ‘perceptive’ 
story wins national Bible 
essay competition 

Michael Wallace, aged 12 years, from 
Larkmead School, Abingdon, beat over 
7,000 other young people to win the 
joint first prize in a national Bible 
essay competition. Competitors were 
asked to write a story as if he or she 
was a witness to one of the miracles of 

SO^JTTTflS 

Christ. Michael’s winning story was 
about meeting the risen Christ on the 
road to Emmaus. The judges said 
‘Michael’s essay showed a perceptive 
understanding of the spiritual impact 
of the resurrected Christ.* 

There was success also for two 
pupils from Magdalen College School, 
Oxford. Owen Curry and Nicholas 
Smart won the Diocesan heat of the 
Thomas Cranmer Awards at St 
Edward’s School, Oxford on October 
15. The annual awards are designed to 
encourage young people in full-time 
education to become familiar with 
the Book of Common Prayer 1662. 
Candidates are required to speak by 
heart passages from the Prayer Book 
for approximately five minutes. 

Old fashioned party spirit 

Pass the Parcel and Consequences, 
jelly and blancmange and gooey cakes 
were the order of the day at ‘An Old 
Fashioned Tea Party’ organised by 
Bracknell Mothers’ Union recently. 
‘Once we had warmed to the idea it 
seemed a shame not to share it,* said 


MU member Kay Cole. So invitations 
were sent out to other MU branches 
around the Diocese. ‘Everyone entered 
into the spirit of it,’ said Mrs Cole. 

The Invisible Church 

‘The Deaf and hard of hearing are 
locked out of our churches’. That 
message comes over loud and clear in 
a stunning new video ‘The Invisible 
Church’, produced in co-operation 
with the Oxford Council for the Deaf 
to celebrate the Council’s 100th birth- 
day and launched nationally at the 
General Synod. The video, which 
comes with its own training booklet, 
costs £10.50 from Visible 
Communications, St Mark’s Centre for 
Deaf People, Green Street, 
Northampton, NNI 1SY. Or order it 
from the Diocesan Web Site. 

This video came out as The DOOR was going to 
press. A longer review will appear in the 
February 1999 DOOR as will the General Synod 
and Diocesan Synod reports 

Heroic Holwell 

St Mary’s Church in Holwell, a ham- 
let near Burford in Oxfordshire with 
only 18 dwellings, expects to raise 
£3,500 from the 1998 Historic 
Churches Cycle ride. 

Steven’s prayer 

Dear Lord God, 

Please bless all among us and those 
far away. Thank you for all the gifts of 
the harvest. Help us always to share 
the best. Amen 

Steven Coppack aged 7 wrote this when 
North Marston C E First School held a ‘giv- 
ing’ week. The focus was a harvest festival 
when £69 was raised to help buy clockwork 
radios for a school in Zimbabwe. 


Country churches are 
not a soft option 

The crisis in the agricultural industry 
offers the clergy a challenge as great as 
any found in urban, inner-city areas, says 
the Revd Chris Tadman-Robins, NSM in 
the Burford Joint Benefice and member 
of the SASH (Suicide and Self Harm) 
Diocesan working group. Rural ministry 
can no longer be seen as a soft option, 
he says/Every day clergy in the country- 
side are dealing with people who because 
of the BSE crisis, feel they have no future 
as farmers'. Recalling a survey conducted 
in 1993 by Professor Leslie Francis and 
Canon Christopher Rutledge of the 
Centre for Empirical Theology, Trinity 
College, Carmarthen, Chris Tadman- 

■ ; ■ : 


Robins said they had found that far from 
being an ideal context for pre-retirement 
ministry, the rural church should now be 
seen as presenting challenges and 
demands more appropriate to the 
ministry of younger clergy. It obviously 
matters what sort of person is attracted 
to the rural ministry,’ he said. The survey 
showed that clergy of a more ‘neurotic’ 
tendency (anxious, worrying, moody and 
frequently depressed) were more likely 
to suffer from emotional exhaustion and 
to enjoy fewer feelings of personal 
accomplishment than their more extro- 
vert and gregarious counterparts. ‘The 
age and the specific personality type of 
clergy drawn to the rural ministry may 
be the key to better understanding of 
clergy morale,’ the survey concluded. 


* 




14 million 
people, 
from the 
Army, 
Navy and 
Air Force, 
need you. 


SSAFA Forces Help 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 



We owe a debt to all serving and ex-Service men and 
women, and their families. Each of us can help by 
offering friendship and support. You need no special 
skills - just some free time, patience to listen, maturity, 
common sense and the commitment to understand and 
assist those who have problems and may be distressed. 

Phone Ann Needle on 0171 403 8783 
or write to her at 
SSAFA Forces Help, 

1 9 Queen Elizabeth Street, 

London SE1 2LP 
Registered Charity Number 2 1 0760. Est 1885 


£ FORCES 
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THE ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
ANIMAL CARE TRUST 
asks your support to help us: 

> treat animals that need special care; 

> train veterinary students, nurses and specialists; 

> improve treatments for sick animals; 

> care for pets whose owners cannot afford full fees; 

> build better hospitals. 
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Order your FREE catalogue today. Telephone the 
Appeals Office on 01707 666237 . 

teglrtered Charity No 2S1S71 


THE CATHOLIC 
STUDY CIRCLE 
FOR ANIMAL 
WELFARE 

Help us to fight against the abuse of the 
non human creation through prayer and 
reading our triannual publication THE 
ARK, interdenominational and with a 
world-wide circulation 
Please send £1 for a copy of THE ARK (p&p inc) 

39 ONSLOW GARDENS, SOUTH WOODFORD, 
LONDON E18 1ND. Telephone (0181) 989 0478 
A CATHOLIC CHARITY TO FIGHT ABUSE OF ANIMALS NO 291022 



Telephone 
01886 254506 


the seed 

CATALOGUE 

full of extra information 
and useful aftercare 

/ handy lips it helpful growing advice 

✓ recipes to try your favourite vegetables 

✓ aew seed collections 

✓ exciting oew varieties 

Which all adds up to a 
Seed Handibook for Home 
Gardeners that’s a good read 
and a must for the 
gardening shelf. 

Kings seed packets are different too, 
each has . • • 

✓ number of plants that can be ‘raised 

✓ average height for flowers 
cropping site for vegetables 

✓ handy growing tip on every packet 

Send for our catalogue and enjoy 
the difference 
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ImOCHURK LINK 01376 570000 


H.W. tons A Co. Utd.. Monks Par 

Tel: 01376 570000 Fax: 01376 571189 
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Wrinkles and all - for God 

God in the life of Kathy Staff interview by Christine Zwart 


A t the age of three I was in the church pantomime 
as a fairy and from then on I never wanted to do 
anything else but act. I absolutely loved it. 

I was born into a practising Christian family. On 
Christmas Day we all gathered together at grandma’s 
and then we’d go together to church before going back 
for a family day with games and carols. They had a har- 
monium in the hall and my Uncle Fred was a church 
organist so he used to play and we sang carols. Very 
often, of course, I used to organise a concert and get my 
younger cousins to sing or dance. I was always the pro- 
ducer telling them what to do. It was a wonderful day. 

Christ was always the centre of our lives and always 
will be. He is my best friend and I can talk to him any 
time. I don’t have to be kneeling down or in church. I 
pray to him every time before I go in front of the camera 
or before I go on stage, asking for his help because with- 
out it I feel I would be nothing. And afterwards I have to 
say thank you very much for helping me. 

I firmly believe that a family that prays together stays 
together and we always went to church together and 
prayed together as a family. I remember at the age of four 
we were being taken to the Good Friday service when the 
Revd Edward Porter Tyson had just arrived, and he said, 
‘You’re not taking those tiny children to this service. Let 
them play outside,’ and my mother said ‘Oh yes we are’. 

‘Without God’s strength I couldn’t do what I 
do. I’m a great believer that he has put me on 
this planet, has given me a talent, however 
small, and I want to use that talent, not only as 
Nora Batty, but to the glory of Go d 9 

Wherever I am working in the theatre I always attend the 
local church every Sunday morning. I actually met my 
husband in church when I was in his home town of 
Llanelli. He used to read the lesson every Sunday and I 
thought he was probably the curate but he was still a stu- 
dent at Swansea University. We’ve been married 47 years 
and our faith has always been the centre of our lives. 

I suppose there are times when you wonder, like when 
our daughter, Katherine had cancer, and you do think 
‘Now why?’ but it is not for us to decide who has what, or 
what happens to people. We prayed very hard. It’s nearly 
eight years now since she was ill and she is doing remark- 
ably well. I do think that more things are wrought by 
prayer than this world dreams of, especially if you can 
get a few people praying together. 

People know I am a Christian and very often someone 
has come to me and said this is a troublesome time, 
could you help me, and we have worked it out together. 
They also know that I have standards. If I’m top of the bill 
in pantomime which I very often am, I won’t allow any 
innuendos or dirty jokes or bad language to enter into it 
because I feel that pantomime is children’s entertain- 
ment. It is very often the first time they come to a theatre 


and it’s got to be geared to the children, and if you gear 
it to the children, the adults will enjoy it. I can’t do with 
these comedians who make suggestive jokes just for a 
cheap laugh. I put my foot down and say no thank you, 
we won’t have any of that. 

Nobody smokes in ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ and we 
don’t swear and I think this is why it appeals to the gen- 
eral public, especially people with children, because 
there aren’t many programmes now that you can watch 
together as a family. It’s just good harmless fun. : 

I think Nora Batty is rather a dour sort of Christian - 



Photo: Mike Nichols 


‘the wrath of God will be upon you’ is probably more her 
way of thinking, though we have to remember she is only 
a fictitious character. In the programme the women go 
to church and the men have to be dragged in.We ladies 
organise all sorts of things for the church like jumble 
sales and I’ve had episodes when I’ve been cleaning the 
church and of course Compo’s come in an upset every- 
thing. I do think that does reflect real life to some extent 
and that it is the women mainly who work for the church. 

I’ve quite enjoyed being 70 - quite a few of us have 
been 70 this year - Danny Le Rue, Bruce Forsyth and Bob 
Monkhouse. I heard Bob doing a programme about it and 
he said, ‘There is one thing about being 70 - you can’t 
die young’. And this is quite true because of course we 
are told three score years and ten and now we’ve reached 
that, every day is a bonus. But inside I still feel just the 
same as I did when I was 24. 

I do think heaven is the most difficult thing to imag- 


ine. I do believe that after 
death there is life for 
Christians because this is 
what Christ tells us and I 
sometimes feel like saying 
to these people who enter 
the lottery every week : 

‘Which would you rather 
have - a million pounds or 
everlasting life?* Most of them would probably say ‘Oooo, 
I’d like to live for ever,’ but I’m sure they don’t appreciate 
that this is what Christ has promised us. 

‘I really don’t know what I would like my 
epitaph to be. ‘She was a good Christian 
mum’, perhaps.That’s been the most impor- 
tant role of my life. It’s the role you play 
twenty four hours a day’ 

I’m in pantomime this Christmas in Hull and I’ve got a 
matinee on Christmas Eve. But then I shall travel down to 
our home in Cheshire. It’s about five miles away from 
where I lived as child and the family always gather 
together there for church at midnight. But whether we 
are all together in the same church or whether we are 
spread about in other churches I don’t think really mat- 
ters so long as we all remember that it starts with Jesus. 
Christmas for me means Christ's birthday. This is what 
we are celebrating. 


Kathy Staff was born in Cheshire in 1 928 into a ‘northern 
dynasty’ and was christened Minnie after her mother Her father 
Alfred Higginbottom was a lay preacher; her mother sang in the 
choir and together they gave weekly lantern slide lectures about 
the evils of drink Kathy herself still honours the pledge she 
signed as a child. After leaving school at 1 4, she trained as a sec- 
retary before changing her name to Katherine Brant and 
becoming a ‘student actress’ with the Kinloch Players. While she 
was in rep with the International Players in Wales she met her 
future husband, John Staff who became a teacher When their 
two daughters were very young, Kathy only accepted small parts 
within easy reach of home. In 1 969 came a major breakthrough 
with a part in ‘Castle Haven’, a television soap, and three years 
later she was offered the part of Nora Batty in a new BBC One 
series ‘Last of the Summer Wine,’ now in its 27th year. Her many 
television, stage and major rples have included Doris Luke in 
‘Crossroads’, Lady BracknelKin The Importance of Being Earnest’ 
and numerous pantomime characters including, this Christmas, 
Widow Twanky in ‘Aladdin’ in Hull and she has also been a 'This 
is your Life’ subject. She still lives in Cheshire and remains a 
member of the church she went to as a child. Her eldest daugh- 
ter Katherine is a dental assistant, while Susan is Team Vicar of 
Milton Keynes Village in the Oxford Diocese. Kathy Staff is a fre- 
quent visitor there and last summer opened a garden party to 
help raise £ 1 20,000 needed to build a church meeting room. 

The quotations in bold type are from Kathy Staffs autobiography, My 
Story - Wrinkles and All (Hodder and Stoughton, £5.99). 



ST JOHN’S, CROWTHORNE, BERKS 

CHOIR DIRECTOR 

required 
RSCM Choir 

Weekly Parish Communion 
+ monthly Choral Evensong 

Salary negotiable 

Contact: Rev B. Spence 
The Vicarage, 56 Dukes Ride, 
Crowthorne RG45 6NY 


Swanbourne 
House School 

Registered Charity No. 310640 
Swanbourne, Bucks, MK17 OHZ 
tel 01296 720264 
fax 01296 728188 

IAPS Preparatory School 3 - 13yrs (400 girls and boys) 

Required for 1999 (Starting time flexible) 

Organist and Choir Master 

Music has a high profile in Swanbourne House and we 
seek a new leader for our established boys chapel choir. 
The choir is thirty strong and frequently visits cathedrals 
and churches. 

Please apply in writing to The Joint Heads, Mr and Mrs 
S. D. Goodhart, enclosing CV and names and telephone 
numbers of three referees. 

Salary: Negotiable 




NOTHING BUT THE BEST 
IS GOOD ENOUGH 

A good pipe organ repre- 
sents the best we can 
offer to God in liturgy 
and worship. Its music 
supports and inspires. It 
is an investment which 
will last for centuries. 

www.haxrlson-ofgans.eo.uk 



vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 


HARRISON & HARRISON 

ST JOHN’S ROAD, MEADOWF1ELD, DURHAM DH7 8YH 
Telephone 0191 378 2222 Fax 378 3388 

MAKERS AND RESTORERS OP GOOD PIPE ORGANS 


undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 

Please contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 ILU 
Tel: 01280 823132 


DIRECTOR 
OF MUSIC 

St. Peter's Earley, Diocese of Oxford wishes to 
appoint Director of Music and Organist to develop 
traditional and contemporary music; he or she will 
play a central role in the ministry and will receive 
support and encouragement: 

Services 10.00am Sung Eucharist (Rite A), (2nd, 
3rd and 4th); Sung BCP Evensong (2nd and 4th) 
and choral Evensong on major festivals. 
10.00am. All age worship and 6.30pm. Sung 
Eucharist (1st) Weekly choir practice - at present 
all male choir(RSCM affiliated). Full support from 
assistant organist. Salary at RSCM rates plus 
fees from 30 -40 weddings per annum. Fine three 
manual organ. Lively music group which plays for 
all age worship. 

Further details from the Revd. Derek Spears; St 
Peter's Vicarage, 129 Whiteknights Rd., Earley, 
Reading RG6 7BB Tel and Fax (0118) 926 2009 



Suppliers of Fine Pianos 


01491 638473 

Friendly Advice and service from qualified technician with over 25 years 
experience 

Pianos suitable for all grades 
Full after-sales service by a former Steinway tuner 
* Showroom open by appointment with easy parking 
DAIRY LANE. HAMBLEDEN. HENLEY-ON-THAMES 


ORGANIST REQUIRED 

St Mary’s, Winkfield 
(Bracknell Deanery) 

Ring 01344 882322 


Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 

— — — Please pray for our work and help 

with a donation so this work can 
^^Church grow. Please give your support, 
^■Housing now, by returning the coupon to: 
CHURCH HOUSING TRUST 
Sutherland House, 70-78 

Registered charity West Hendon Broadway. 

Number: 802801 London NW9 7BT 


I would like to become ‘a Friend to Homeless People'. 

□ Please accept my donation of £ 

□ Please send me details of your work 

Name and Title 


Address _ 


Postcode _ 


BE A frjS&k. TO HOMELESS PEOPLE 



6 . advertising feature to advertise ring 01 865 254506 
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NEW WINE BUBBLES OVER TO 
A THIRD CONFERENCE 



As part of an 
expansion programme 
that includes a 
national network and 
increased regional 
events, the main 


Beechwood Court 
Conwy, N. Wales 
® 01492 593405 

St Rhadagunds 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
7*01983 852160 

Ye Homesteade 
Sheringham, Norfolk 
« 01263 822524 


summer New Wine 
family conferences 
will increase from two 
to three events in 
1999. 

After ten years, this 


Brockley Hall 
Saltbum, Cleveland 
ir 01287 622329 

St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 
w 01492 544128 

• 1 998 Colour brochure 
plus further details 
t* 01695 573372 


addition has been 
planned to cope with 
the continuing 

demand for places at 
both weekend 

(Lakeside) and week- 
long events. Such has 
been the keenness for 
the latter, that 
bookings have 

frequently needed to 
close by the early new 
year. 

All conferences will 
continue to be held in 
the peaceful rural 


Lowenna Manor 
Rock, Cornwall 
tr 01 706 355359 

The Pleasaunce 
Overstrand, Norfolk 
n 01263 579 212 

Coach Holidays 
To all the centres 
ir 01772 728078 


setting of the Bath & 
West Showground, 
Shepton Mallet 
Somerset which is 
shared for some of the 
period with the youth 
event, Soul Survivor. 
Expansion has been 
possible due to a 
significant re- 
scheduling and 

streamlining of 
changeover times 
between events. 

New Wine Weekend 
(Lakeside) will 
continue to run 
aloungside Soul 
Survivor A, 30th July - 
3rd August. The new 
event. New Wine 
Week A, will be from 
8th - 14th August 
alongside the last Soul 
Survivor. New Wine 


Week B will then run 
from 15th - 21st 
August. This will give 
an increase in choice 
of dates and event size 
for New Wine 
families. 

“I am really happy to 
announce this 

additional 
conference,” says 

New Wine Director, 


David Pytches, “and 
pray it will enable ever 
more families and 
church groups to join 
us this year.” 

For more information 
contact Joyce Wills, 
Conferences Co- 
ordinator, on 01923 33 
33 37 or email: 

bookings @ ne w- 
wine.org. 



Self catering bungalows in the grounds of Loytenna Manor and The Pleasaunce 
Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid-Week Breaks: 
School Parties: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 

^ Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd — A Registered Charity y 


ASTRA TRAVEL LTD 

TTA no. R5557 

FULLY BONDED FOR 
YOUR PEACE OF MIND 

Discounted flights, group travel, holidays, 
dream weddings and honeymoons, car hire 
and travel insurance. 

For a prompt and professional service call 
Louise or Linda on 

01635 846324 or 01635 820420 




Cmhistian 

ENDEAVOUR 

holiday 

CENTRES 


The Christian 
Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 



THEOLOGY AND SPIRITUALITY 
WITH A FRANCISCAN VISION 

Renowned since the Middle Ages as a centre of pilgrimage for the whole of 
Europe, Canterbury remains a city of immense religious, historical and cultural 
impact. With easy access to London and the Continent. Canterbury is an ideal 
place for those who wish to pursue courses in Theology and Franciscan Studies 
and those who simply desire a peaceful yet stimulating sabbatical. 

• Certificate in Franciscan Formation 

• Certificate in Franciscan Formation and Spiritual Direction 

• Certificate and Diploma in Franciscan Studies 

• Renewal Courses in Theology 

• Certificate in Theology 

• B.A. (Hons) in Theology 

• Evening courses available 
For further information contact: 

The Admissions Secretary 
Franciscan Study Centre 
Giles Lane, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7NA 
UNITED KINGDOM 


Tel: 01227 769 349 
Fax: 01227 786 648 
E-mail: 

franciscanstudycentre @ btinternet.com 

(Registered Charity 232177) 


Bible Study Booklets 

The Open Bible Trust 

publishes small study and commentary booklets 
covering a range of subjects from Creation to the 
Great White Throne. Special attention is paid to 
Paul's letters and some of the most difficult passages 
in the Bible are tackled. For a catalogue of all our 
study resources, with free samples of Search 
magazine and a booklet, contact: 

The Open Bible Trust 
Dept. T., "Bethany", 

Tresta, Shetland ZE2 9LT 
Tel/Fax: 01595 810434 
E-mail : openbible.trust @ zetnet.co.uk 


EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE 



The Land of the Bible 

CONTACT NICK OLIVER 

for brochure and information 
LONGWOOD HOLIDAYS 
3 BOURNE COURT, SOUTHEND ROAD, 
WOODFORD GREEN IG8 

8HD iS 

TEL: 0181 551 9988 -~ 

V6794 980135692 2199 



Royal Bath ft 
West Showground 
Shepton Mallet Somerset 


For booking forms 
and more information call 01923 446655 
New Wine P0 Box 382 Watford WD2 4ZW 
Fax: 01923 447007 e-mail: bookings@new-wine.org 


Family Conferences 

Weekend 30th July - 3rd August 
Week A 8th ■ 14th August 
WeekB 15th -21st August 

Hosted by David and Mary Pytches 
with New Wine Leaders. 

Programmes for all the family 

Come on your own, with the 
family or as a church group. 

Stay on or off site. 


The Acorn Christian 
Healing Trust 

A healing resource to the Christian 
Church and medicine. 

Contact: Rev'd. Denis Brazell, 

Whitehill Chase, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 OAP 

01420 4781 21 


Les Cotils-Guernsey 

The best in Christian hospitality - set in a superb position 
overlooking St. Peter Port & the islands of Herm & Sark. 

Holidays - Retreats - Conferences - Special group rates - 
En-suite rooms 

FOR COLOUR BROCHURE - TEL 01481 727793 

Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1UU 
Daily Devotions - Peaceful Holidays - Beautiful Surroundings 

Wonderful cliff walks, visits to the other islands and 
. . . probably the best views in Europe! 


EMMAUS - 

Bible School U.K. 

90 Different Correspondence Courses 


WOMEN WHO MET THE MASTER 

Mary Mother of Jesus, Mary of Bethany and Mary Magdalene 

WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


Eve, Rebekah, Esther and many more 

COURSES FOR ALL THE FAMILY 
Further details and free catalogue 

EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL D.K. 

Carlett Boulevard, Eastham, Wirral L62 8BZ 




Tel. 0151 327 1172 Fax. 0151 327 1592 

Charity No. 267322 


J 


LAPLAND 

In Search of Father Christmas 



DEPARTURES FROM LOCAL AIRPORTS 

CONTACT 

CANTERBURY TRAVEL 
Telephone: 01923 822388 


*Jhe Best Christmas present ever! 

Discover the real meaning of Christmas at any time of the year with “The Christian 
Experience of a Lifetime” A visit to the Holy Land . . .To the place where Christmas 
began, where Jesus lived, preached, died and was resurrected .... or enjoy a true 
Millennium experience, the world famous OBERAMMERGAU 2000 PASSION PLAY 
CHRISTIAN TOURS (UK) LTD 

The award-winning, low cost pilgrim travel company 

FREEPHONE 0800 137928 



CHRISTIAN TOURS 

Also available Bible Lands tours of Sinai, Jordan and 
the Holy Land; The seven churches of Asia in Turkey: 
In the footsteps of St. Paul through Turkey & Greece. 
Cyprus, Malta and Italy 
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Why Jesus? 

Questions that had to be answered 

When the Alpha leaflet came through my letterbox this January, it 
seemed to be asking questions that I could no longer ignore: Who was 
Jesus? Did he exist? Is Christianity untrue and irrelevant? 

Coming from a non-religious background these 
were questions that I had never properly dis- 
cussed, but suddenly they seemed difficult to 
brush aside. I embarked on the Alpha course with 
lots of questions, for example about the story of 
creation. To me, modern science proved that the 
Bible was wrong, and if it was wrong about this, 
how could we possibly believe the rest of it? 

I must admit I was looking forward to a good 
argument, but nobody wanted to argue with me! 
Instead they listened patiently and I was encour- 
aged to find the answers for myself - for example 
in Nicky Gumbel’s book Science and Christianity and 
Dr G Boyd’s Letters from a Sceptic. I was amazed to find rational and intelli- 
gent answers in support of the whole Christian doctrine. 

I found myself unable to miss a single Wednesday evening talk, no mat- 
ter how tired I felt after work, and as I learnt more about Christianity, the 
friendships I made through the group also became very special. 

I still ask questions, and there is nothing wrong with that, but deep 
down I feel I’ve learnt the fundamental truth. I know that Jesus died for 
me, and my relationship with God is the most important thing. I try to 
ask for His guidance in all areas concerning my work and on buying a 
house for the first time - normally a stressful occasion, but I feel sure 
that God has plans for me. Things seem to have moved quickly this year, 
considering I’ve had 26 years without God. Or at least I used to think they 
were without God, but perhaps I spent those years with my eyes closed, 
and He really was there all along. 

Bridget Shields 

Bridget attended an Alpha course at SS Peter and Leonard in Iver, Buckinghamshire 


We are extra-ordinary in the eyes of God 



We regard ourselves as a pretty 
ordinary family: Caroline, 36, 
school teacher and mum; Michael, 
36, chemical engineer; Thomas, 4 
and Jessica, 3. When we moved to 
Thatcham our only connection 
with the Church had been when 
we got married. 

A major catalyst in our journey 
to faith was the birth of our chil- 
dren which made us 
think about, how we 
wanted to bring them 
up. We also had our own 
questions. We had a 
happy marriage, lovely 
home, good jobs, and 
two lovely children. So 
we felt almost guilty to admit that 
something was missing. Looking 
back, it was at this time that God 
intervened. A new job meant a move 
to Berkshire, where almost every- 
one we met seemed to be a 
Christian, or involved in church 
activities, so we thought we’d go to 
church to see what it was like and 


met David Winter, our vicar, who 
has proved to be one of the most 
influential people in our lives. 
Maybe we had come to a point when 
we were particularly receptive to 
what God had to say - the church 
was so welcoming that it did not 
seem strange to be starting on a 
journey unlike anything we had 
done before. We joined discussion 
groups and experi- 
enced real Christian 
fellowship in people’s 
homes, something we 
had laughed about 
back in student days. 
We were both con- 
firmed in October and 
have now joined Alpha courses. We 
thought we were just an ordinary 
family, but we have come to realise 
that actually we are pretty ‘extra- 
ordinary’, at least in the eyes of 
God. 

Caroline and Michael Simm 
Caroline and Michael Simm worship at 
St Mark’s Church , Cold Ash 


While church leaders gather 
to explore new ways of 
reaching a ‘post modern’ 
culture with the Gospel (see 
page 3) local churches are 
getting on with the job of 
making disciples. Six people 
who have recently become 
Christians explain why they 
suddenly changed direction 


Much more at peace 

I was brought up in a humanist house- 
hold and until a year or so ago, was very 
anti-religious. But after Vanda, my wffe, 
became a Christian, I found myself becom- 
ing gradually more open-minded. 

A whole load 
of little things 
helped in this 
process. One was 
hearing the 
‘Footsteps’ story 
on the radio. 
When I tried to 
describe it to 
Vanda, I found 
myself in floods 
of tears. I am not 
certain why it touched me so deeply. At the 
time, I didn’t even consider the possibility 
of God being real. Looking back now, I 
think it might have been the Lord gently 
trying to say how he’d helped me cope with 
periods of grief in the past. 

I began to attend church with my family 
and found that when I tried to join in with 
the singing, I became very tearfril. Through 
the church services I began to understand 
something of Christianity, but I felt I need- 
ed to know more so I jumped at the chance 
to join a ‘Christianity Explained’ course. 
The clear explanation of Jesus, his life and 
who He was, enabled me to accept Jesus as 
the Son of God logically - but I still did not 
believe. Privately, when I tried to give the 
emotional side more room, I would find 
myself in great distress. For me, I think I 
had a big problem with trust, fatherly love 
and becoming a child again. 

But something pushed me on. Near to 
the end of the course I read the ‘On Your 
Marks’ booklet and got to the prayer of 
commitment. Here I stopped and for nearly 
an hour struggled to read more than the 
first few words. But then I managed it - I 
read it through and felt a real sense of com- 
mitment to Jesus. Nothing dramatic 
happened, but I definitely felt different. I 
now feel calmer and much more at peace. 
Thank you Lord Jesus for helping me. 

David Feuchtwanger 

David gave this testimony just as he was about 
to be baptised and confirmed at St Mary’s 
Church in Thame at Pentecost this year. 




I needed to change 

My daughter was a Christian first and it was listening to 
her that made me want to change my way of thinking. 
She got me a Bible but I haven’t had much schooling so it 
was hard. She asked me to go to church and I said no. 

Then I opened the Bible at the story of Mary and Martha 
- one sat at the feet of Jesus and listened to him but 
Martha was always too busy to listen, and I thought ‘I am 
Martha’. I felt I needed to change. I started going to church 
and then I did an Alpha course. I felt there was sin in my 
life and I needed to be forgiven. When I was confirmed 
(just before Easter) I felt as though I was washed from the 
inside out; it made me feel clean from the inside. 

That was six months ago. Then I spoke to Jesus. I said ‘I 
think it’s lovely that you have forgiven me. If only I could 
forgive myself. I was down on my knees in the kitchen and 
a word came into my mind: ‘Ephesians’. I opened the Bible 
but couldn’t find it. So I phoned up my girl and she told 
me where it was and when I read it I knew that Jesus had 
sent me forgiveness. I had to get over that feeling that I 
was not good enough and I have to go forward. 

It’s one of the nicest written words in the Bible and I 
knew it was for me because I had been asking Jesus to give 
me wisdom. He knows how many hairs there are on my 
head so I know it’s time I got to know my sweet Jesus. 

Anne Hines 

Anne Hines worships at the Hawkslade Community Church in 
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire 


Now I’m leading Bible study 

I became a Christian last year at the age of 29. I’d known 
Tracey (who later became my wife) for about nine months. 
She was already a Christian and we had many deep and 
philosophical conversations about life, the universe and 
everything! She had her point of view; I had mine, but I 
was still open-minded. 

In October 1996 I went on an Alpha course. This helped 
change my life for- ever. Suddenly, questions I’d had unan- 
swered for many years were now being answered and I 
knew it was God who was doing this! My attitudes and 
outlook were changed completely and suddenly I lost all 
interest in betting on football and horse racing. I found a 
comforting peace about things which before had stressed 
me out. 

Since then I’ve been involved in leading Bible study in 
an Alpha home group, and at the moment I am helping at 
our current Alpha course at St Paul’s. Going to church and 
knowing Christ is a way of life I really enjoy with all the 
friends I have made there. So many good people have sup- 
ported and encouraged me over the last couple of years - 
important ones in the life of a new Christian. 

It’s tremendously exciting to know that God is watch- 
ing over me, and guiding my family through life. I have 
been very lucky in meeting Tracey and then marrying her. 
In September this year we received a wonderful gift from 
the Lord - our baby daughter Sophie. Through her birth 
we can appreciate even more the amazing work of God. 

Only He knows what the future holds for us, and I’m 
happy that it’s in his 
hands, as his love is the 
greatest blessing of all, 
and I pray that many 
others come to experi- 
ence it. 

Derek Light foot 
Derek worships at St 
Paul’s Church in Slough Derek: our future is in God’s hands 




SPURGEON’S 


COLLEGE 

Continuing Ministerial Education 
An opportunity to participate over 
six months in an Open Learning module 
commencing on 25 January 1999 - 

Counselling and Pastoral Ministry ' 

led by Rev Nige/ Copsey & including 
a residential element; supervision groups ; 
assessments and a review day 

T fie aim of this module is to 
excite and equip people with 
a new vision for pastoral ministry. 

Contact: Rev Peter K Stevenson 
Spurgeon's College, 189, South Norwood Hill, 
London SE25 6DJ Tel: 0181 653 0850 
email: p.stevenson@spurgeons.ac.uk 



COUNSELLING 

Confidential conversations with professionally 
qualified and experienced psychologist. 
Help in clarifying and finding a way forward 
in relationship difficulties; anxieties; loss; 
low spirits or depression; loneliness and 
other difficulties. 

Initial confidential interview without charge. 

LESLIE COLLINS 

Chartered Psychologist, Oxford. 
Telephone: 01865 515732. 


Samaritans 


of Slough, Windsor 
and Maidenhead 


are available, 24 hours a day, to befriend those passing 
through personal crisis, who may be at risk of dying by suicide. 

Have YOU ever 
thought of joining us? 

We are looking for ordinary, caring people (any age) who are 
available for about three-four hours a week. 
Comprehensive training is given, with lots of on-going support. 
Why not pick up the telephone today to find out more? 

Tel. Slough (01753) 531011 


GROVE PARISH 
CHURCH 

Church Administrator/Secretary 

Part-time Church Administrator/Secretary required to 
work 3.5 hours a day, Monday to Friday. 

Tasks involve all aspects of administration including 
assisting the Clergy & Treasurer. Good organisational 
and communication skills are essential to this post, as 
is confidentiality. Other skills required are numeracy, 
typing and the ability to use a PC. 
Sympathy with the Christian Faith is also necessary. 

Please contact Mrs Sue Powditch on 

01235 768141 

for a detailed job description and 
application form. 


Youth Work and Children’s Work 
at St Mary’s, North Leigh 

From January 1st, we wish to employ a 

YOUTH WORKER 
(10-15 hours a week) 

to develop work with young people in the church 
and village. Free accommodation offered in a 16th 
Century cottage, generous expenses and possibly a 
car. Opportunities for a three year degree course 
in Christian youth work. 

CHILDREN’S WORK CO-ORDINATOR 
(6 hours a week) 

to supervise and develop the existing Sunday 
School and other work with children. 

Salary £1800 per annum. 

The two posts may be held by one person. 

Details from the Rev’d Ross Collins 

01993 881136 
The Vicarage, New Yatt Road 
. North Leigh 0X8 OTT 



AUOT | 
PIANOS 


Workshop offering quality reconditioned upright and 
grand pianos at competitive, non-showroom prices 
Comprehensive warranty and free local delivery 
included on all instruments 
We also operate a full tuning, repair, renovation and 
restoration service with free advice and estimates. 
Pianos purchased. 

Run by local organist and piano teacher, 
l Richard Lloyd, MMus. 

V Tel. 01276 4701 10 



The Penn Club 
LONDON 

Long-established Quaker- 
based Club offers B8cB in 
quiet, comfortable 
surroundings. Located in Bloomsbury, 
ideally situated for theatres, close to 
British Museum. Facilities include 
reading room, secluded garden and 
evening meal service. 

Many single rooms available. 

21 Bedford Place, London WC1B 5JJ 
Tel: 0171 636 4718 Fax: 0171 636 5516 
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comment from 

The Editor 

The Divine Fix 

‘Fix the world this 
Christmas’ is the Churches’ 
Advertising Network’s 
Campaign slogan for 1998. 
The posters look like a DIY 
store’s advert.They also puzzle me. I am 
reminded how as a child I used to think that 
Christmas Day was a magic wand and every- 
thing came right just for 24 hours - soldiers 
stopped fighting, sick people got well and 
quarrelling stopped, all on the stroke of 
midnight. 

But through fifty years of tantrums (my own 
included), flu epidemics and underdone 
turkeys I have learned the hard way that 
there is no quick Fix at Christmas or any 
other time. 

For the Christian message is not about 
peddling dreams. The stable at Bethlehem 
was only the beginning of a journey which 
may have ended most gloriously but only 
because it went by way of a cross.Yet that 
cross inexplicably does not appear anywhere 
on the campaign material. 

When, 16 years ago, I became a Christian, 
life did not get suddenly better. In fact in 
some ways it got a lot worse! But there 
came a new light and a new hope that 
mysteriously has never quite faded no 
matter how disastrous Christmas day or any 
other day has proved to be. In other words I 
have discovered for myself that the message 
of Christmas, Emmanuel, means exactly 
that - ‘God with us’. That for me has been 
the great Divine fix. 

Christine Zwart 


Wholeness 

May the light of the Christ Child 
Shine through our lives, 

Through the technology 

Through the distractions of modern living. 

May the love of the Christ Child 
Permeate our lives. 

Our family and friends 
Our contacts with the world. 

May the life of the Christ Child 
Be the source of our strength, 

Be our soul’s nourishment 
And bring us to wholeness. 

Body, mind and spirit 
All one in You, dear Lord. 

Amen 

>• s ;s 6/ Cctfre h c <s c r Chcd'^gtor church /An s 
^ c<s. a^o s 36. sc/s. 7 cr ,ery rterested m ihe subject of 
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The Christ Child is 
the Word made flesh 


When the innocent child is in fact 
the divine Word, accommodated 
into human personality, then our 
complacency, even after many 
Christmases, melts into amazed 
adoration. We find ourselves inti- 
mately engaged by this person, the 
Christ child. Tim Bradshaw writes 
about the incarnation 

Advent and Christmas present us with 
a focus for our amazed, even child- 
like, worship, a particular chance to 
gather our whole being in wonder 
and delight before the face of God. A 
special aspect of the incarnation calls 
to us and elicits our responsive adora- 
tion. 

The Christmas story and the 
Christian doctrine of the incarnation, 
interpreted only as expressive symbol- 
ism for the general meaning, or 
‘myth’, that God loves the world, may 
encourage us to worship, perhaps as 
the Hindu stories promote worship* 
through their pictorial stimulus to 
the imagination. More usually this 
view of the Christmas story urges us, 
very worthily, to look to the needs of 
the poor and homeless, to search our- 
selves about selfishness and hardness 
of heart. 

What do we celebrate 
at Christmas? 

These motifs must play an important 
part in our approach to what we cele- 
brate at Christmas. But is such an 
interpretation sufficient? While the 
dating of Christmas is arbitrary, it is a 
festival commemorating a birth which 
did occur. Christmas does not cele- 
brate some general religious or 
cultural timeless truth, but a definite 
historical event. To argue that the 
incarnation is best interpreted as a 
story expressing a moral, aesthetic or 
religious truth transcending time and 
space paradoxically fails to grip the 
main point, that it is about the ‘scan- 
dal of particularity’, the birth of this 
Jewish baby. 

Who is this person 
from Nazareth? 

Classical Anglican theologians, such 
as Archbishop Michael Ramsey, have 
stressed that the identity of this per- 
son from Nazareth was almost 
certainly burned upon the hearts of 
the disciples by the events of Good 
Friday and Easter Day. Who is this? 


The Church came to affirm, 
to the point of torture and 
death, that his identity is that 
o f t h e c re a t i ve Wo rd o f G o d . 

This Word became human in 
every respect: the one who 
made us in the divine image 
accommodated himself to 
that image in space and time. 

The Word became flesh and 
dwelt amongst us. Whereas 
the word of the Lord had been 
born by prophets such as Jeremiah, 
right from birth, the Word actually 
‘was’ the person of Jesus, born of 
woman, born under the law. 

A uniquely intense act of 
love in time and space 

Worship directed to Jesus is not there- 
fore blasphemous worship of the 
creature, but is worship of the divine 
Word whose love intimately united 
itself to our race as the second Adam. 
This event therefore is a uniquely 
intense act of love in time and space, 
something astonishing and not at all 
a generalisable principle or timeless 
truth. But its particularity does not 
cut it off from the rest of creation: as 
the early theologians pointed out, the 
divine Word created the world and 
flecks it with truth, goodness and 
beauty. This Word visited us in great 
humility and sharp focuses for us the 
goodness spread abroad in creation, 
while going way beyond what is per- 
ceivable naturally. 

This Christ child speaks seriously to 
us in judgement and grace. Advent 
concerns both the coming of Jesus the 
child and of the coming in judgement 
- the neglected aspect of the great 
Advent Collect. As a Church, and as a 
society, we surely need to face up to 
this clarifying judgment. In particular 
the twin blights of our consumerist 
attitudes, cynicism and our compla- 
cency need to be opened up to Jesus 
Christ. Our cynicism - a bitter distor- 
tion of judgment, and our 
complacency - a distortion of accept- 
ing grace, demand radical repentance. 
It is a pity that the Churches Together 
in England contented themselves with 
a fairly bland resolution for the mil- 
lennium rather than seriously 
engaging in business with God by way 
of confession and renewal through 
the crisis of Christ’s advent. 

Our cynicism and sarcasm natural- 
ly dissolve before the innocence and 



good faith of a 
young child. Cynicism 
gains its own judgment and destroys 
itself when reflected back in young 
eyes with the honest and open 
counter-question. Jesus, during his 
ministry of good faith ‘was astonished 
at their hardness of heart’. The one 
who came to us in all humility, arms 
open in love and acceptance, looking 
for responsive acceptance and inti- 
mate friendship, found sullen 
resentment, cynical judgement, and 
so often still does. 

The innocent child is in 

fact the divine Word 

Our complacent selfishness similarly 
can be disturbed powerfully by the 
sight of a helpless and trusting child, 
somehow focusing the call of ‘com- 
mon humanity’ to our hearts. Jewish 
children being herded into gas cham- 
bers very disturbingly - surely an act 
of the purest judgement - clung to 
the soldiers’ great coats. In Jesus* min- 
istry, the kingdom of God was 
illustrated by such as these. Dickens* 
Christmas Carol famously explore*! the 
melting of the hardest heart through 
the need of a child, at Christmas. 
When the innocent child is in fact the 
divine Word, accommodated into 
human personality, then our compla- 
cency, even after many Christmases, 
melts into amazed adoration. Worship 
goes beyond mere morality as we find 
ourselves intimately engaged by this 
person, the Christ child. 

The Revd Dr Timothy Bradshaw is Acting Principal 
of Regents Park College, Oxford and a Non-stipendi- 
ary priest at St Luke's, South Oxford His most 
recent book is Praying as Believing: The Lord’s 
Prayer and the Christian Doctrine of God 
(Gracewing, £9.50. ISBN 0951810456). 

Stained glass window 

This delightful Victorian window 
showing Mary with the Infant Jesus is 
in Holy Trinity Church, Hazlemere, 
near High Wycombe. Photo: Keith Ellis 


* 




My wife is my best friend. 

We've depended on 
each other through all 
circumstances of our lives. 

If something should happen to me, I want her to feel as though 
she is taken care of. That's why I decided to pre-plan my 
funeral service. 

Pre-planning has allowed me to outline specific instructions 
regarding the type of service and requests I want. Plus, I 
pre-paid these services so she won't have to be burdened with 
making payments or submitting insurance claims. By removing 
all the confusion of funeral planning, she will be able to focus 
on putting her thoughts into perspective 
and remembering the wonderful 
moments we've shared. 



For more information please call us 
tree on 0800 85 44 48 or complete- r> ,„ n(s ItAVts , 
and return the coupon below. * 4 *.*>«•>« 


SEND TO: GOLDEN LEAVES LTD, FREEPOST, CN 1330, 
CROYDON CR9 9ED (no sUmp required) 


i am in reviving mrj re intomwnon on C/tflrten leaves Pr«--pUnrwd Funerals 

Same Mr'Mry'MVMiSS* 

Address 


□entaid 

20p Christmas Appeal 


Keep the box from 
your next tube of 
toothpaste and fill 
It urtth20p pieces’ 




to help Oentaid 
recycle dental 

equipment for the 
less developed 
mild 
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CHEFS WANTED 

Wanted - Chefs of all grades to work in a 
Christian centre near High Wycombe. This 
is an ideal opportunity for a qualified Chef 
to develop a career in Christian conference 
centre catering. 

The hours will be 07.00 to 15.30 or 10.30 
to 19.00 five days out of seven. We are 
looking for chefs qualified to at least 
7061112 or NVQ equivalent. You will be 
working for a Contract Caterer who are 
offering a salary up to £15,000 per annum 
paid monthly. 

If you are interested , 
please telephone Mr Roy Boat on 

01494 682205 

or write to the above mentioned 


CORRYMEELA 

BUILDING FOR PEACE IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND 

Working to heal the pain 
of years of violence. 

CORRYMEELA is a dispersed Christian 
community which feels itself called to be 
instrument of God’s peace. It works to break 
down barriers and build bridges between 
individuals and groups: ‘If Christianity has 
nothing to say about reconciliation then it has 
nothing to say’ (The Revd Dr R R Davey, OBE, 
founder of Corrymeela). 

CORRYMEELA LINK, based in Great Britain, 
seeks to spread the vision and support the work 
of the Corrymeela Community: It needs your 
help if this aim is to be realised. 

Please support us with your prayers especially 
on CORRYMEELA SUNDAY which is held 
annually on the Sunday before St. Patrick’s Day. 


manager at The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe, 
Bucks, HP14 3XL 


Information and Donations: 
Corrymeela Link, PO Box 118, 
Reading RG1 1SL 

Telephone: 0118 926 1062 

Charity No XN 48052A 
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letters to the editor 


MAD ’98 
deserved 
better 

I went to MAD *98 and both myself and 
my friends had an absolutely brilliant 
night, and we all agree that Neil 
Willson’s report (November DOOR) did 
not do the event justice. In fact it was 
unreasonably critical and spoiled our 
superb memories with its negative 
comments and unjust opinions. 

Neil Willson’s opinion of the bands 
was- insensitive and untrue. Although I 
appreciate that taste in music differs, 
and that perhaps some of the bands 
were on for too long, you only had to 
look around you to see the positive 
reaction of the audience. Personally I 
thought the members of ‘Shine’ 
(described by your correspondent as 
boring and with a ‘limited vocal 
range’) had incredible voices and you 
only had to count the number of 
‘Fruit’ T-shirts which were sold to 
realise that they were not ‘monoto- 
nous’ or ‘dreary’. 

Likewise, although some of the work- 
shops were badly attended, the general 
reaction from those who went was pos- 
itive. Also, and perhaps most 
importantly, the ‘young amateur DJ* 
who according to the article was so 
badly received, in fact provided an 
excellent mix of dance music which 
everyone enjoyed and, I think, was a 
real help in solving a problem which 
would otherwise have put a real black 
mark on the night. 

% I know I am not a theological student, 

but I know a good time when I have 
one, and I really do think Neil Willson 
should have focused on the many posi- 
tive aspects of the night rather than 
the few negative ones. 

However, apart from this, the writeup 
and photographs of the event were 
very pleasing and I hope that future 
reports of similar functions will accu- 
rately reflect what goes on. 

Chloe Hamborg, Ruscombe, Berkshire 


MAD money goes to Mityana 

Mityana Charity is very grateful for the 
gift of £150 raised at MAD ’98. The 
Mityana Charity sent eight young peo- 
ple aged 16-18 years, plus four adults to 
Mityana Town in the Diocese of 
Mityana in Uganda to build a class- 
room in a school for orphans. They 
were there for three weeks. 

Forty-five per cent of the children we 
were working with we$e HIV+, and 
about 50 per cent of the population is 
without fresh running water. Through 
our network of ministers and other 
agencies, we will be seeking to address 
these needs, and to seek extra funding. 
We aim to support children while they 
are at school through a sponsorship 
scheme. We also have a membership 
scheme so that people in the UK can 
join the charity, receive a newsletter 
and have some voting rights. For more 
information please write to Mityana 
Charity, 12 Grove Close, Nine Mile 
Ride, Wokingham, Berks RG40 3NA. 

Tim Gomm, Chairman, Mityana Charity 

To the DoorPost: a twin! 

A copy of The DOOR was delivered to 
me by mistake, but I noticed your cen- 
tre section entitled ‘The DoorPost*. 

A newspaper entitled The Door Post 
(Incorporating Timber Times) was pub- 
lished for many years, before, during 
and after the last war. It kept us up-to- 
date with timber arrivals and prices. 
From time to time I order old copies 
from the British Library to research 
what was happening at that time. 
Gervais Sawyer, Forest Products Research 
Centre, Buckinghamshire College 

OLMs good; NSMs bad 

How I agree with Mike Butterworth in 
the October issue that OLMs or 
Ordained Local Ministers are better 
defined by what they are than by what 
they are not! 

Perhaps someone out there will now 


turn to look at Non-stipendiary 
Ministers (NSMs) and recommend that 
they be known as Ordained Ministers 
(OMs) - not a bad title for someone 
who has the same calling as a stipendi- 
ary minister but not the remuneration. 
Michael Payne, Bourne End 

Simpler system for funeral fees 

With reference to Peter Boyles* letter in 
the November DOOR. There is nothing 
to stop him implementing his proposal 
immediately. At our parish church all 
funeral (and wedding) fees are payable 
by cheque to the PCC and the treasurer 
makes the return for the Rector at the 
end of every quarter, thus relieving the 
Rector of all the work. 

However I would counsel against mak- 
ing this practice mandatory. There are 
many churches which struggle to find 
treasurers willing to take on the 
increasingly complex legal require 
ments, especially after the 1993 
Charities Act. This is particularly true 
where clergy work across a number of 
churches with separate treasurers. This 
is my case and I find it easier to deal 
with the matter myself rather than 
getting a number of cheques to pay the 
fees or having to do a lot of transfers 
between churches. 

As far as boosting the parish balances 
there might be a downside of also rais- 
ing the Parish Share, under the new 
scheme, for those churches where a 
clergy have a disproportionately high 
fee income! 

As far as fees being paid at the service, 
why does this still need to happen? 

Now that the Inland Revenue has, 
quite rightly, stopped these transac- 
tions being in cash, why cannot the 
funeral directors either send a cheque 
with the confirmation letter that 
many now send, or if they don’t trust 
us to turn up, in a separate letter after- 
wards. The current practice is just one 
more example of something which 
made sense in a previous age continu- 


ing long after it’s ‘sell by date’ in the 
name of tradition. 

Steve Williams, 'Team Vicar (Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Aylesbury). 

Timeless prose from Diocesan 
Church House 

Some time ago I made myself a 
promise - to sort out the 25 or so files 
containing papers connected with the 
Church of St George the Martyr, 
Britwell and with the scout group of 
which I am secretary. 

Needless to say this hasn’t happened! 
But today I made a start with two or 
three files of church matters, trying to 
re-classify most items and discard 
those that were no longer relevant. It 
wasn’t easy. 

There were any number of missives 
that were too complex to put under 
any one heading. But what was worse 
was the number of letters, documents 
and instructions that were undated in 
any way. 

These included items from Oxford and 
other Diocesan addresses. I found it 
impossible to decide whether some of 
them were still extant, or fodder for 
the waste paper collection - and my 
memory is not too good! 

So please may I appeal to all who send 
out directives, information, instruc- 
tions and other forms of 
communication, try to make sure that 
they are all dated, preferably with the 
date of publication, to make the job of 
the poor Secretary/Church Warden just 
a little easier. 

Les Cutler, Slough 

A very Happy 
Christmas to all 
our readers, and 
a peaceful New 
Year 


POSTGRADUATE 
DIPLOMA IN 
COUNSELLING & 
SUPERVISION 


TWO YEAR PART-TIME 


RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMME 
COMMENCING JANUARY & 
OCTOBER 1999, 



KiHHAftVIK 


(OVNimiMO 
II«{1<I4K 
VALIDATED BY GLASGOW f 'ft * M* f « * 
CALEDONIAN UNIVERSITY 


THE POSTGRADUATE COURSE aims to 
provide training in counselling with supervision 
to professionally qualified workers (e.g. 
educationalists, social workers, health 
professionals and clergy) who want to 
COMPLEMENT existing expertise within their 
chosen PROFESSIONAL CAREER. It is also 
an initial training for people who wish to 
practise as counsellors. 

The core elements of the programme are 
COUNSELLING, COUNSELLING 

PRACTICE, GROUP WORK, SUPERVISION 
and a SPECIAL STUDY. The course is 
residential and is run on a modular basis to 
allow for increased flexibility of study. 

for further information contact: 

The Course Co-Ordinator 
Kinharvie Glasgow, 49 Dowanhill St 
Glasgow G11 5HB 
Tel/Fax: 0141 337 1070 


Kinharvie is a recognised Charity 
(Scottish Charity No SCO 00565) 
and aims to promote personal development and growth. 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, 
Religious Poetry, Children’s 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 3DQ 



bat could you and Carnegie 
Had have in common ? 

...The grand, glorious sound of 
a Rodgers organ! 

For forty years, Rodgers has been 

perfecting the art of building the 
worlt *’ $ f mesl organs for 

schools, ehufc&es, 
synagogues and 
■rewB conceit lulls. 

Rodgers sound is 
Mm abnpfy tbe best. 


, Wwy 

Rodgers I 
been the 
organ at I 
Carnegie 1 fall; 
since . jffif I 
An instrument 

| 

demands of Carnegie Hall I 
could be leading your choir and there 
is a Rodger? organ available in a pri^e 
range to fit most budgets. 

FREE DEMONSTRATION CD 

Forfurtlx>r information and your 
FREE CD contact: 

Roland UK Ltd. Atlantic Close, Swansea 
Enterprise Park, Swansea SA7 9FJ ROHRFR Q 
Tel 01792 515033 Fax: 01792 799644 INSTftUMINT CORPORATION 
uww.rolandco.uk/rodgers.btm a m a* Croup 


HENRY WIUIS & SONS 

ORGAN BUILDERS 

Established 1845 

Tuning & Maintenance; Cleaning & 
Overhauling; Rebuilding; Historic 
Restoration; New Instruments 

Competitive Rates 

Building 4 Preserving REAL organs for people living in the real world 
87-9 1 Rushes Road, Petersfield, Hants. 
GU32 3AT 
Tel. 01730 263141 

Accredited by The Institute of British Organbuilding 


Beautiful Bathrooms 
and Kitchens 

You are welcome to visit our showrooms 
& view our large range of bathrooms, 
display kitchens and accessories which 
will captivate your imagination. 

Our friendly & knowledgeable team 
will be only too pleased to advise you, 
or if you wish, just let you browse at 
your own pace. 

We also offer a full planning & design 
service should you so desire 

JOHN NICHOLLS 

Overthorpe Road, Banbury 
Tel: 01295 262294 


STOP PRESS • STOP PRESS • STOP PRESS 

PLUMBING & HEATING BRANCH 
NOW OPEN IN BICESTER 

Unit 3, Wedgwood Road 
Tel: 01869 369880 



Suppliers of 
traditional building 
materials 

including: 

• Lime mortars, plasters and renders 

• Lime washes • Pigments - natural and mineral 

# Riven lath - oak, chestnut and ash • Goat hair 
and yak hair • A full range of plasterers’ and 

pointing tools • Hydraulic lime 
For free advice and information please call us on: 
Tel. 01453 791725 
Fax. 01453 791726 

Ryeford Industrial Estate, Ryeford Road (North), 
Stonehouse, Stroud, Glos GL10 2LA 




TRINITY CARE 

caring for the whole person 

Brookfield Christian Care Home 
Greater Leys, Oxford 

OPENING JANUARY 1999 

Purpose built 66 bed Frail Elderly 
and EMI Unit 

I need a motivated, reliable and dedicated team of 
staff to provide high quality care. 

RGNS, RMNS, ENS, CARE ASSISTANTS, 
DOMESTIC, CATERING, LAUNDRY 
AND ADMIN 

Start the new year with a new challenge. 

For further information and application 
forms please contact: 

Mrs Wendy Champion, Home Manager 

0831 189134 
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FREE! FREE! FREE! 

You can have one or all four of these useful 
articles FREE 

• Effective complaining and compensation! 

• Leaseholders * stand up for your rights! 

• Leaseholders and major repairs 

• Staff demotivation - its causes and cure 

To be certain of your copy do phone us NOW please 
We will let you have details of our services * but what you 
ask for is yours to keep, even if you do not need our 
services now! (claims, property and commercial advice) 

Telephone Colin Simpson Consultancy on 01582 699363 
3 Westfield Road, Dunstable LU6 1DN 


Clean It Fast 
BANBURY BLAST 
CLEANING 

Mobile sand blasting is a very effective method of 
cleaning stone, brick exposed beams, etc. 

All types of plant machinery and commercial vehicle 
refinishing etc. 
blasted and resprayed. 

Delighted to have supported and worked with the 
P+O Rokold 

Race Team - Congratulations on winning first place. 

Greatworth Grange, Welsh Lane, Nr Banbury, Oxon 
0X17 2DJ 

Telephone: Banbury (01295) 768983 
Fax: Banbury (01295) 768982 




Piano Showrooms • Piano Sales - New and 
Second-hand 

• Repairs • Restorations • Tuning • Hire 
Service • Rental Schemes • Rent-to-Buy 
Schemes • Removals • Pianos Purchased 

• Piano & Keyboard Tuition • Music Sales 
• Pianist & Accompanist available for 

Performances • 

PEN LEA, ARKELL AVE, CARTER- 
TON, 

OXFORDSHIRE 0X18 3BS 

Telephone 

01993 842597 FAX. 01993 844801 
CALL NOW ON FREEPHONE 
NUMBER 0800 917 2461 


Solid Wood/ Modem and 
"Traditional designed Litckens 


and furniture 

01865 
820920 

•TS 


UMM | nr 



LAttit 511, "Rectory Lane C7nd Estate, 
Kin 0 ston 3 a 0 puize, Oxon 


Kingston Wrought Iron 

Tel & Fax 01865-821950 

Unit S33A, Rectory Lane, 
Kingston Bagpuize 
Abingdon, Oxon 0X13 5AS 

COMMISS I ONS UNDERTAKEN 

ALL ITEMS MADE TO ORDER 
NO MASS PRODUCTION 

Tom Ricketts 

NATIONAL UNDER 25 
BLACKSMITH OF THE YEAR 1997 


H&H BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

All building requirements undertaken. 

• Refurbishments 

• New build work 

• Extensions 

• Free quotations given 

Member of the League of Professional Craftsmen. 

209 Bloxham Road, 

Banbury, Oxon 

01295 265391 - 0370 585111 


The joy of telling th 



Story-time with her grandmother may be the only opportunity 
Catherine gets to hear the Christmas story 


Grandmother’s 
strategy 

When children ask ‘Is Santa Claus 
God?’ it's time to re-invent 
Christmas. Christine Whild has 
some tips on how to put Christ 
back into Christmas 

T here was a time when the festival of 
Christmas was leading to such excess, 
violence and drunken behaviour, 
that it was actually banned by Oliver 
Cromwell. The workers were forbidden to 
take a holiday and the eating of crib- 
shaped mince pies risked a fine! 

In the late 20th century I sometimes 
wonder if the excesses of the festival call 
again for drastic action. The very length of 
the ‘Christmas season’, from July (when 
the first catalogues arrive) to Christmas 
Eve, is a ‘turn off for most people; whilst 
pressure on young families, via the TV 
adverts, to spend more on gifts than they 
can afford, is enormous. Furthermore, the 
stress of the season, we are told, is second 
only to bereavement and divorce. 

Is it possible to counteract the materi- 
alism of Christmas, the greed and grab of 
it, the pushing and the frenzy of it, the 
actual fear of it, that some experience? 

Clearly the economy of the capitalist 
world needs the sales of Christmas, and 
exploits them for its own sake. To turn 
back this tide is, I think, impossible. 

However, there are certain strategies 
which I believe can bring a balance and 
perspective into the lives of young people 
- our children and grandchildren as well 
as those who feel an intense loneliness 
because they are no longer a ‘perfect’ fam- 
ily. The result of making a choice to 
include a spiritual element can transform 
our views of Christmas and the four weeks 
before it. 

My own grandchildren have only the 
flimsiest contact with Christianity and 
when seven-year old Nicholas asked me ‘Is 
Santa Claus God?’ I realised that our mix 
of the pagan and the religious at this time 
can be very confusing. A Christmas carol 
to a young person these days can be 
‘Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer’ or ‘Feed 
the World’ rather than ‘Come all ye 
Faithful’. 

The Nativity 

The first thing, then is to have Nativity 
scenes displayed prominently around the 
house, including one to be played with, so 
that you can try to explain that the baby 
in the cradle grew up to be a leader with 
very new rules which Christians try to fol- 
low, and that on Christmas Day we are 
celebrating his birthday. Hence the name 
‘Christ-Mass’ - a service for Christ - which, 
by the way, is slowly but surely being dis- 
placed by the politically correct ‘Holiday’. 

The Holly and the Ivy 

I also try to preface lots of statements by 
‘Christians believe . . .* since the children 
will grow up among many who have dif- 
ferent faiths or none. I then explain, as 
appropriate, and in small doses, that this 
great festival is a mixture of pagan and < 
Christian customs. The holly and ivy are 
from Druid ceremonies; the Yule log and 
the reindeer from Norse ceremonies; Santa 
Claus, the most complex bit of all the 
pagan elements, being partly ‘Old Winter*, 
a traditional teller of tales round the fire, 
partly St Nicholas, a fourth century bishop 
and a secret giver of gifts; and partly an 
invention of an American poet Clement 
Moore, who wrote ‘Twas the night before 
Christmas . . .*. 


Christmas carols 

Christmas carols on tape, or, as in my case 
an amusing carousel for little ones to 
watch as well as hear, will often include a 
good selection that are not taught at 
school, such as ‘Good Christian Men 
Rejoice!’ and ‘Joy to the World*. All the bet- 
ter if a piano is available and you can 
enjoy a singing session together. 

Christingle Services 

Taking children to a Christingle Service 
will project the idea of the world and the 
sharing of its precious bounty and will 
connect the Christ Child with Easter and 
Jesus the Man shedding his blood for sin- 
ful man. The lit candles are a powerful 
image of God’s Light coming into the dark 
places of our lives. 

A Crib Service will often introduce 
small children to larger and more impres- 
sive nativity figures than are found at 
home, and older children can be taken to 
Midnight Mass, an exciting event indeed 
and the one service of the year when, it 
seems, all want to be identified with 
Christianity. A powerful message to give to 
young people. 

Retreat to Granny’s house 

Meanwhile, in the world outside, as the 
date draws near, all is getting more and 
more frenetic. The search for presents 
becomes more and more ridiculous and 
the thought of shops being closed becomes 
terrifying. Grandparents can, I think, pro- 
vide an oasis of calm if working parents 
get caught up in the maelstrom. Let the 
children see that the days of Advent are a 
time for you for quiet reflection and an 
opportunity to do little acts of kindness. If 
the children have an Advent calendar with 
pockets, two sweets a day will give a possi- 
bility of sharing, or a little message can 
bring them to your house to help wrap a 
gift or take an invitation to someone who 
might be lonely. Avoid ‘Micky Mouse’ 
Advent calendars: there are plenty avail- 
able where Christian symbols appear 
behind the doors. 

The heart of the festival 

Grown-ups too often ask children what 
they are getting for Christmas. Better, 
surely, to ask, ‘Shall we share the secret of 
what you are giving?* It is interesting to 
note that, in non-religious Japan, where 
they have taken over the commercial side 
of Christmas, the lack of a religious heart 
to the festival is increasingly felt, and 
recently there has been a great increase in 
charitable giving at that time of year. 


Christians are a privileged minority, 
and at no time more so than at Christmas. 
The festival is empty without Jesus at its 
heart. Because of the long build-up, it can 
be a devastating disappointment when 
things go wrong, or relationships sour at 
so much close contact. 

If we deny our children and grandchil- 
dren this wonderful opportunity for 
seeking a spiritual dimension in their 
lives, the festival will become increasingly 
shallow, as it is for many adults. 

Christmas can provide a unique oppor- 
tunity to deepen faith. Let us grasp that 
opportunity and share it with our young 
people and become richer in our own lives 
a$ well. 

Christine Whild lives in Marcham near 
Abingdon. She is a retired music teacher and 
fulltime carer for her invalid husband who has 
been suffering with Alzheimers Disease for 20 
years. She has three sons and six grandchildren. 
Christine is also kept busy with the Women's 
Institute, church choir, gardening, embroidery 
and her interest in antiques. She was Adult 
Learner of the Year in 19 96 when she achieved a 
BA Hons through the Open University. 


Goodbye and thank you! 



Simon Smith has been our cartoonist 
for four years. Who will forget his 
back page nativity cartoon which out- 
raged a few and delighted most of us, 
including a nun who wrote to say it 
was pinned up in the convent kitchen. 
And that has been typical of his work. 
Whether he has been drawing a saint 
or an archdeacon, he has done it with 
skill, wit, daring and deep Christian 
conviction. Sadly, pressure of work 
means that he is signing off. On 
behalf of all your fans, including me, a 
very big thank you, Simon. 

Christine Zwart , Editor 
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40 for supper 

A Christmas story by Elizabeth Armstrong 


‘Forty for supper,’ moaned Hannah’s moth- 
er. ‘It’s the government’s fault,’ said her 
father. ‘They shouldn’t bring all these peo- 
ple here at once for the census’. 

Hannah was rather enjoying the bus- 
tle. She was up long past her normal 
bedtime, helping her parents. Then she 
heard her mother say: ‘We can’t take any 
more, Aaron. You must tell them to go 
somewhere else’. A man and woman were 
standing in the gateway. 

‘We’ve tried everywhere else,’ said the 
man anxiously. ‘We couldn’t travel fast as 
my wife is pregnant. Please let us in. 
Anywhere will do, as long as it’s under 
cover. We’ll pay just the same’. 

Hannah’s mother always hated turning 
away good money. ‘Let me think, Aaron. 
You can be showing the gentleman to the 
stable for his donkey - oh, that’s an idea: 
let them picnic in the stable’. 

Hannah thought it sounded very 
uncomfortable, but they accepted. She 
pulled her mother by the apron: ‘Mummy, 

I think the lady is going to have a baby 
very soon’. But her mother went back to 
her cooking. 

They were still serving their guests 
when the man who had arrived late came 
in and asked for food and drink to take 
round to the stable. A good deal later on, 
he came again, wanting a basin and a jug 
of hot water and a towel. 

When they had nearly finished clear- 
ing up, Hannah slipped out with some 
little cakes for the people in the stable. 

The woman was resting on a pile of straw 
against the partition of a stall. The man 
was getting a small fire of sticks going on 
the floor. ‘I’ve brought you some little 
cakes,’ said Hannah shyly. ‘I made them 
myself. 

The woman’s tired face broke into a 
smile. ‘How kind of you dear’. She moved 
slightly and Hannah gave a squeak of 
excitement. 

‘Oh, the baby! May I look at it?’ She 
peeped through the folds of the shawl 
within which the woman was nursing it. 

‘Is it a boy or a girl?* 

‘It’s a boy,’ said the mother, and she 


parted the shawl so that the little girl 
could see him. He looked at her with 
solemn eyes. Then his attention was 
caught by the flickering flames and he 
made a pleased baby noise at it. ‘Oh, isn’t 
he sweet!’ cried Hannah. ‘What are you 
going to call him?’ 

‘We’re going to call him Jesus,’ said the 
woman. ‘Could you lay him down some- 
where for a few moments, Joseph?’ 

‘The manger will do,’ said her hus- 
band. ‘It’s quite clean. I’ll put some straw 
in it*. ( 

Then Hannah heard her mother’s voice 
upraised at the gate. Some men were there 
who looked after the sheep, guarding 
them from beasts of prey. ‘At this time of 
night?’ her mother was saying. ‘To see a 
baby? What baby?’ 

The oldest of the shepherds scratched 
his head. ‘Be there more than one baby?’ 
he asked. ‘More than one? The place is full 
of them, with all these families here,’ said 
her mother crossly. ‘Who do you want to 
see?’ 

‘The baby who . .’ began the old shep- 
herd, and stopped, perplexed. ‘I know 
Mummy,’ said Hannah impatiently. ‘He 
means the baby. The new baby’. 

At that, all the shepherds brightened 
up and said: ‘That’s it. Miss. The baby. The 
new baby’. 

‘Come on! I know where he is,* she 
cried. ‘He’s in the stable*. ‘In the stable?* 
they repeated, surprised, but they followed 
her. Inside they took off their caps respect- 
fully and pushed the old man forward to 
speak for them. He said, rather nervously 
to the mother: ‘There was a man, M’m - 
not exactly a man, if you take me - out 
there in the fields - not exactly in the 
fields, but in the air, so to say - something 
tremendous, he was, shining like the sun, 
with great big wings - real scary he was, 
but he said not to be frightened’. 

The woman raised herself on her 
elbow. ‘Something that looked like a man, 
tremendous and shining, who said not to 
be afraid?’ she said as if she knew what he 
meant. 

‘He told us he had the best news that 


there ever was,’ broke in another of them 
eagerly. ‘That the Messiah had just been 
born, like they always said he would be, 
here in King David’s city, and that we’d 
know him because he was put to bed in a 
manger’. 

‘And then there were dozens of them, 
bright as broad daylight it was,’ put in a 
third, ‘all singing that it was a treat to 
hear them*. 

‘And then,’ the old man took up the 
tale again, ‘we thought wolves or no 
wolves, we must come and see him, and 
since he was the Messiah straight from 
Heaven we came first to the best inn in the 
town’. 

The child’s mother smiled and said, 

‘He is in the manger’. At that they crowd- 
ed round to look at him, and brought out 
presents to give him. One of them had a 
pot of honey, one a bag of olives, one a loaf 
of bread, another a flagon of wine. After 
they had left, afraid for their sheep, 
Hannah lingered, watching him, fascinat- 
ed. And it seemed to her that everything 
in the stable began to sing, very softly, so 
as not to disturb him. 

The air sang of light and sound, of 
space and sky; the beaten earth of the 
floor sang of soil and rock, of mountains 
and metals; the water in the troughs sang 
of springs and rivers, of tides and tem- 
pests; the fire sang of gentle warmth and 
awesome conflagrations. The honey sang 
of gardens and meadows, the olives of 
groves and forests, the bread of golden 
harvests and the wine of happy festivals. 
The animals sang of beasts and birds both 
wild and tame, and finally of men and 
women. And gradually the songs merged, 
and they all praised the Word of God by 
whom all things were made and who had 
been born that night as the Messiah. And 
the songs must have lulled Hannah to 
sleep, because she awoke to hear her 
mother calling her to come to bed. 

Elizabeth Armstrong , who is from Boars Hill, 
Oxford, originally wrote this story for her nieces. 


As a contribution to the Open Book pro- 
ject which seeks to tell the Christian 
story to a new generation, The DOOR 
asked its readers to write their own ver- 
sion of the Christmas story. Thank you 
to all who took part. Our winning entry 
was chosen by Canon David Winter. 
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Shades of Q Cass 
Studio 


Lead 

Light 

'Windows 


Craftsman built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows. Specialists 
in Church Window refurbishment 
and replacement. 

Call us for Free quotation on: 

★ lead lights 

★ Vandal damage 

if Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and engraved 
detail. 

We also specialise in the supply and 
fitting of stainless stpel and/or gal- 
vanised grills. 

Recognised by Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Group. 

All work undertaken in our own stu- 



dio. 

References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 



FREE! FREE! FREE! 

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURES WITH DETAILED 
BACKGROUNDS ON... 

• The Worlds 2 most expensive paintings 

• The Paintings of Constable, Renoir and others 
These are educational resources for you to have and keep ' 

• free of charge. To be certain of your copies do phone us 
NOW please! 

We will also fell you how you can have your own personally 
painted copy in oils of many famous paintings for about 
£200 each or a personal portrait from £85. 

Telephone Westfield Paintings on 01582 699363 
3 Westfield Road, Dunstable LU6 1DN 



Proper healthcare 
Clean water 
Basic education 


Every day, thousands of children like Alem 
miss out on the basics in life. Where she lives 
in Ethiopia, 20% of children die before their 
fifth birthday. 

Sponsor a child like Alem and you’ll enable us 
to bring about real and lasting change 
through vital development work in her 
community, making it a healthier, happier 
place to grow up in. 

Please give a child a better chance in life. 

For a Child Sponsorship information pack, call 

0800 50 10 10 

or return the coupon to: 

World Vision. FREEPOST MKI 730. Milton Keynes. MK9 3YZ. 

Please send me a Child Sponsorship information pack. 

Tide First Name Surname 

Address 


Postcode Telephone 

CJ9904 
Return to: 

World Vision 

FREEPOST MKI 730 

Milton Keynes MK9 3YZ 

Ragitfnd Char*, No 285906 


World Vision 
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ACE FLORAL 
DESIGNS 

Stunning (Displays for the (Home 
Top Quality Silks for ‘K&al Tffect 
Weddings /Annive rsaries /Birthdays 
Let us Design Something Special 
‘Portf olios/Studio 
fA Quality Individual Service 

Telephone Sue 01865 883008 


^tadUyrie^ 

Personally Designed For You. 


* 


Invitations, RSVP 
Order of Service Book, 

Map/Hotel Reference 
Place cards, Children’s Games 
and Much More 

For more information, please call 

J’s Publishing 

Tel: 0118 986 6004 


EDGAR GILES 


Professional wedding photographs 
including album from £167. 
Also children and family portraits. 
Price list available on request 

01295 711037 


The Choir of 

Westminster Cathedral 


The Choir's most 
recent recording, 
illustrated here, 
draws together tracks 
from many of their 
most successful discs 
and also includes a 
movement from the 
Westminster Mass, 
composed by Roxanna 
Panufnik in honour of 
Cardinal Basil Hume. 

On 5 October this 
year, the Choir was 
awarded the 
prestigious 'Record of 
the Year' award by 
Gramophone magazine 
at the Royal Festival 
Hall. This was for 
their recording of 
sacred music by 
Frank Martin and 
Ildebrando Pizzetti. 



Compact Disc WCC100 


LDORANOO PQZFm 
Mesudi 
REQWEM 
cxn«c*UNas 


Compact Disc CDA67017 



Available through all good record shops. Distributed by Select. 

Westminster Cathedral Choir records for Hyperion. 

For a catalogue of the Choir's recordings, please contact: 

Hyperion Records Ltd, PO Box 25, London SE9 lAX 
Tel: 0181 294 1166 Fax: 0181 294 1161 

info@hyperion-records.co.uk www.hyperion-records.co.uk 


Christmas Presents 
from the Holy Land 

The FREE Autumn Catalogue of IPC is now available. 
42 pages in full colour featuring the most varied 
collection of items available from the Holy Land. 
Including: 

Last Original Jerusalem Candles - SPECIAL PRICE 
Unique fragranced and decorative candles - gift wrapped. 
2000 year old Roman Glass - 10 pages - superb jewellery 
Sweat Shirts with hand painted silk and matching scarves 
World famous Dead Sea Cosmetics & table cloths. 

CD Roms - ‘Holy Land Mosaic’ & ‘A Disciples Journey’ 
Exclusive & unique music and Holy Land tour VIDEOS 
Bible Story Childrens puzzles, toys and games 
russian Goldprint Biblical History Greeting Cards 
Stop Press: Christian Bookshops 
Special ‘Sale or Return’ packages can be arranged for the best 
selling Holy Land products! 

For your FREE catalogue please write to: 

IPC PO Box 157 Broadstairs, Kent CTI0 3GJ 
Tel: 01 843 600775 Fax: 01 843 863869 

Please complete your name below (dear block letters please) 

Name 

Address 



TOWN AND 
COUNTRY 
TREES 


ALL ASPECTS OF ARBORICULTURE 

0 Tree Surgery • Felling • Planting 

# Orchard & Shrub Pruning 

• Hedges • Stump Grinding 

HIGH QUALITY WORK AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 
FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 
FULLY INSURED 

Tel: (01869) 351540 

9 Walkers Barn, Heathfield. 
Bletchington, Oxon OX5 3DX 


Trinders Toys 

Models, Gaines & Accessories 



Broad Street, Banbury 
Tel: 01295 262546 


PICTURES from 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Let me paint a 
beautiful picture of 
your favourite 
cherished 
photograph 
To find out more , 
simply phone f fax 
or write to me 


Joan V. Greenhowe 

5 Royston Place, Barton-on-Sea, 
Hampshire BH25 7AJ 

Telephone/Fax: (01425) 617750 


Any subject undertaken - 
all / need is a photograph 




CATHEDRAL CLASSICAL 


Organ Compact Discs anywhere in the world 

Available, post free by mail order 
Our bi-monthly newsletter & CD brochure is available free upon request 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL CHOIR 

Just released! This glorious new CD 
with over 79 mins of music from fourteen composers 

VERY SPECIAL PRICE OF £4.99 

CARTHUSIAN MONKS OF PARKMINSTER 

"In the silence of the world" for the first time Carthusian Monks 
Choir is recorded in England. Hymns, Anthems, Psalms and 
Prayers merged into an hour long recording. 

Also available stunning colour brochure on history of the choir, 
with complete listing of their recordings 
Cathedral Classical, Bolbec Hall, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1SE 
Tel: 0191 2212268. Fax: 0191 2322228 
e-mail: amen@ndirect.co.uk 


Tel No. 

(Christian Bookshop Name . 


THE FUTURE 


0 Family and all that 

stuff 

True stories of faith and 
family life from well-known 
Christians, including John 
Hull, Carmel Heaney, Jack 
Dominian and Susan Staff. 
Edited by Joan King. 

0 Never mind the gap 
A handbook offering insights 
and advice on the adventure 
of being a grandparent today. 
By Joan King. 


Meet the 
challenges of 
being Christian in 
today’s and 
tomorrow’s world 



I National Christian Education Council 


^ 1020 Bristol Rd, Selly Oak, 

Birmingham B29 6LB 

Tel. 0121 472 4242 Fax. 0121 472 7575 Email: ncec@ncec.org.uk 


Please send me _ 


_ copies of Families and all that stuff at £10 each, 
_ copies of Never mind the gap at £1 0 each. 


I enclose to cover postage at £1 .50 per book 

| 1 I enclose a cheque or postal order for the total amount. 

1 | I would like to pay by Q^Jvisa I [Mastercard I 1 Switch 

Card number: Expiry date: 


Issue number (Switch only): _ 
Name: 


Ref 99120 


TRUSTEES of OXFORD 
ANIMAL SANCTUARY 

have a large number of family pets for adoption 
by responsible animal lovers only. 

Dogs, crossbred, all types & ages - also 
Alsatians, pet Greyhounds, Great Danes and 
cats and rabbits. 

Appointments phone: 

01865 559537 
or 01865 890239 

9.00am - 1 1 .00am/6.00pm - 7.00pm 
Shops at: 

Didcot/Witney/Abingdon/Summertown 


SEE YOUR LIFE 
STORY IN PRINT? 


If you’d like to record your story for posterity, 
but have never known where to start, why not 
give Memoirs a call? We will work with 
you from an initial idea through 
to the finished product. 

Hayes House , Dyer Street, Cirencester \ 
Gloucestershire. GL7 2PF 
Telephone (01285) 640485 



EVENLQDE 

PQE&5 



STATIONERY, CARDS, 
PAPER PRODUCTS 

Avenue One, Station Lane, WITNEY 
Tel: 01993 771277 


J. BANBURY & SONS 

Established 1836 
Menswear and Ladieswear 
Knitting yarns and haberdashery 
Ties, shirts, knitwear, jackets, 
trousers, lingerie, nightdresses and 
MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

18/20 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon 

Tel. 01993 811437 

Early closing Thursdays 


tfl The Music Makers iji 


Publishers of Liturgical music for 
professional and amateur choirs 

The Music Makers, 41 Sansom Street, 
London SE5 7RD 
Telephone 0171 207 5501 
Facsimile 0171 207 5502 
E-mail: 113017.567@compuserve.com 
Website: http://www.reddot.co.uk/tmm 

Hello Jesus ” 

A Nativity Play in Words, Song & Dance 
for performance by children for 
children ( and adults!) 




ijl 



CHARTRES - 
HEAVEN ON 
EARTH 

•CHARTRES - HEAVEN ON EARTH 1 Is a most unusual and beautiful 
documentary, it is an epic journey of re-discovery . . . Over 1000 years it has 
been one of the most famous Pilgrimage sites in Europe. Do such Cathedrals 
allow us to experience Heaven on Earth? And what is their role in the new 
Millennium? Chartres represents a microcosm, as a metaphor for our own 
indwidiial journey. The {mates and music will uplift and inspire you. 

This video is an ideal gift for family and friends. 

Excellent quality. Price: £18.00 ind p+p. 

Please send cheques and postal orders only to: ^ 

L lllig, 1 3 Wavell Ct, 9 Elgin Road, Croydon CRO 6XB 
Cheques payable to Chartres Cathedral Project care of L lllig. 
0181655 0708. 


TMbO© TTsjQte 

Looking at the Communion Table 
from the outside and the inside 


Arising from an anxiety that the Church has domesticated the 
Communion Service and imprisoned it within its own walls, this 
book suggests that there are resources for interpreting the 
service outside the usual life of the Church which, if called 
upon, may help to liberate it. The book seeks to stimulate 
discussion and also to reflect on two issues, affecting 
many churches, namely presidency at the table and 
the place of children in the service. 


Orders of value between £5 and £7.50 - £1.95. Orders of value between 
£7.50 & £10 - £2.50. Orders of value between £10 & £30 - £3.00 

1998/1999 PRAYER HANDBOOK 


Scripture and Prayer are 'gateways of grace' through their 
contribution to our relationship with God and with each other. 
The 1998/1999 Prayer Handbook is a resource of many 
gateways. 

A consistent format, 'Read, Pray, Think, Link' makes the 
connections and develops the theme. 

Following the Revised Common Lectionary, the book starts in 
Advent 1998. 

CASSETTE - with extracts from Prayer Handbook and music a 
is available. Especially useful for the visually impaired A 
and housebound but also for study groups, in public 
worship and on the road. 


Order 50 copies or more and receive a 15% discount, 5 copies or more are 
post-free! 1-4 copies add £1.50 p&p. Cassette tapes cost only £3.00 

Under God's Good Hand 

A history of the traditions which have come together 
in the United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom 



Under God's Good Hand has, in the words of its author a simple 
aim; to introduce the history of the traditions which joined 
together in the first union of English Churches since the 
Reformation to form the United Reformed Church in the United 
Kingdom. 

The book considers not one denomination, but three - 
Congregational, Presbyterian and the Churches of Christ 
as well as the uniting church itself, casting an eye 
over four centuries of dissenting Christianity. 




Post & Packing - £3.00 per single copy, multiple copies post free 


ORDERS TO: 

URC Bookshop, 86 Tavistock Place 
London WC1H 9RT 
Tel: 0171 916 2020 
Cheques made payable to 'United 
Reformed Church' 
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Oxford Diocesan 

PRAYER DIARY 

for December 
and January 

Compiled by Graham Canning 


The need to cover two months in this issue means 
space is more restricted than usual This is why the 
names of those in the ministerial teams of each benefice 
and team ministry are not included. 

In everything make your requests 
known to God in prayer and petition 
with thanksgiving (Philippians 4:6) 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 

DECEMBER 

Tuesday 1st Aylesbury Deanery: for the devel- 
oping of a training link with our link Diocese 
of Kimberley and Kuruman; for our work with 
churchwardens to see church buildings as mis- 
sion assets rather than mere liabilities; for 
development of shared ministry and growth of 
work between parishes 

Wednesday 2nd Aylesbury Team Ministry - 
Aylesbury with Bierton and Hulcott and 
Quarrendon 

Thursday 3rd Aylesbury Walton Team Ministry 
- Walton , Southcourt, Broughton 
Friday 4th Bedgrove. Brill, Boarstall, Chilton 
and Dorton 

Saturday 5th Haddenham with Cuddington, 
Kingsey and Aston Sandford. Long Crendon 
with Chearsley and Nether Winchendon 

2ND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Sunday 6th Risborough Team Ministry - 

Bledlow with Saunderton and Horsenden, 

Lacey Green, Monks Risborough, Owlswick, 

Princes Risborough with Ilmer 

Monday 7th Stone with Dinton and Hartwell. 

Worminghall with Ickford, Oakley, and 

Shabbington 

Tuesday 8th Chipping Norton Deanery: for 
the deanery training group, particularly in 
the development of its work with young peo- 
ple; for PCC. treasurers and the working out of 
the parish share scheme in close co-operation 
between the parishes; for the parishes of 
Shiptcin-under-Wychwood, Milton-under- 
Wychwood, Fifield with Idbury in their 
inter-regnum, and for those responsible for 
the appointment of a new incumbent 
Wednesday 9th Chadlington with Spelsbury, 
Ascott-under-Wychwood. Charlbury with 
Shorthampton 

Thursday 10th Chipping Norton with Over 

Norton. Enstone with Heythrop 

Friday 11th Great Tew with Little Tew. Over 

Worton with Nether Worton 

Saturday 12th Hook Norton with Great 

Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton 


3RD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Sunday 13th Kingham with Churchill, 

Daylesford and Sarsden. Little Compton with 

Chaselton, Cornwell, Little Rollright and 

Salford 

Mondayl4th Ramsden Finstock and Fawler, 
Leafield with Wychwood and Wilcote 
Tuesday 15th Bradfield Deanery: for Mark 
Berry, newly appointed youth work facilitator, 
as he gets to know the Deanery in working 
with those already involved with young peo- 
ple’s groups, and that he may have 
discernment in leading us forward in this area 
of ministry. We give thanks for a growing 
sense of belonging together 
Wednesday 16th Aldermaston with Wasing 
and Brimpton. Basildon with Aldworth and 
Ashampstead 

Thursday 17th Bradfield and Stanford Dingley. 
Burghfield 

Friday 18th Mortimer West End with 
Padworth. Pangbourne withTiflmarsh and 
Sulham 

Saturday 19th Purley. Stratfield Mortimer 

4TH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Sunday 20th Sulhamstead Abbots and 

Bannister with Ufton Nervet. Theale with 

Englefield 

Monday 21st Woolhampton with Midgham 
and Beenham Valence 

Tuesday 22nd All who will share our worship 
over Christmas and those who do not - espe- 
cially those who are homeless, unwanted and 
unloved, and all who go to their aid. 
Wednesday 23rd All who work at The Porch at 
All Saints Convent in Oxford 
Thursday 24th Christmas Eve 
Friday 25th Christmas Day 
Saturday 26th St Stephen 

Christ our God you too were born a 
child, not free, into our world: subject to 
poverty, harassment by foreign powers, 
and dangers to your health. In your 
name let us cry freedom for your 
children now, at this time, and through 
ail generations. Amen 

1ST AFTER CHRISTMAS 
Sunday 27th First after Christmas 
Monday 28th The Holy Innocents 
Tuesday 29th St John the Evangelist 
Wednesday 30th The building up of ministeri- 
al teams in all our parishes 
Thursday 31st The coming year. 

JANUARY 1999 

Friday 1st The Naming of Jesus. Buckingham 
Deanery: for the deanery youth project and 
the joint Lent services; for all members of min- 
istry teams within the deanery; for Viv 
Baldwin and Sharon Mowforth recently 
ordained and for the constant renewing of 
faith amongst our congregations 



1st OF EPIPHANY (PLOUGH SUNDAY) 


Detail from a stained glass nativity window 
in the Churchill Hospital Chapel, Oxford. It 
is one of three Victorian windows removed 
from the chapel of the old Cowley Road 
hospital before it was demolished. The 
hospital is in Cowley Deanery for which we 
pray in January. 


God give us in your mercy time for the 
task, peace for the pathway, wisdom for 
the work and love to last, for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen 


Saturday 2nd Buckingham Group Ministry - 
Beachampton, Buckingham, Radclive cum 
Chackmore, Thornborough, Thornton with 
Nash. Lenborough, Adstock, Gawcott, 
Hillesden, Padbury, Tingewick 

2ND AFTER CHRISTMAS 

Sunday 3rd North Buckingham Akeley, 

Leckhampstead, Lillingstone Dayrell, 

Lillingstone Lovell, Maids Moreton with Foscott 

Monday 4th Stowe. Water Stratford 

Tuesday 5th Westbury with Turweston, 

Shalstone and Biddlesden 

Wednesday 6th Epiphany. For our Bishops: 

Richard, (Bishop of Oxford), Anthony 

(Dorchester), Dominic (Reading), Mike 

(Buckingham) 

Thursday 7th Cowley Deanery: for Jonathan 
Sewell in his new ministry in Barton; the 
appointment of a new incumbent for Cowley 
SS Mary and John; for all the parishes running 
Alpha and Emmaus courses or other outreach 
Friday 8th Blackbird Leys (Local Ecumenical 
Partnership) 

Saturday 9th Cowley Team Ministry 

Please cut 


Bp Sunday 10th 


Almighty God, we thank you for those 
who through their work in field and farm, 
make provision for another harvest. We 
pray for ail those who work in the farm- 
ing industry. Hay they know that th rough 
the work of farming they share in your 
purposes and wise ordering of this world. 
Sustain them and help them through the 
present difficulties. Amen 

Monday 11th Headington Quarry. Headington 
St Andrew 

Tuesday 12th Headington St.Mary. Highfield. 
Iffley 

Wednesday 13th Littlemore. Marston with 
Elsfield 

Thursday 14th New Marston. Oxford St 
Clement 

Friday 15th Sandford-on-Thames 
Saturday 16th Clergy in secular employment 

2ND OF EPHIPHANY 

Sunday 17th For all church missionary soci- 
eties throughout the world 
Monday 18th to 25th The Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. For other Christian denomi- 
nations and for all ecumenical projects 
Tuesday 19th Maidenhead Deanery: for devel- 
opment in lay ministry in the deanery 
following the resources day in October; for the 
possibility of appointing a public relations 
consultant to help parishes communicate 
more effectively in the community; for a new 
lay chairman for the deanery synod. 
Wednesday 20th Bray. St Michael with 
Braywood. Clewer St Andrew 
Thursday 21st Cookham. Cookham Dean 
Friday 22nd Dedworth. Hurley and Stubbings 
.Saturday 23rd Knowl Hill with Littlewick. 
Warren Row 

3RD OF EPIPHANY 

Sunday 24th Maidenhead All Saints Boyne Hill 
Monday 25th The Conversion of St Paul 
Maidenhead St Andrew and St Mary Magdelene 
Tuesday 26th Maidenhead St Luke 
Wednesday 27th Maidenhead St Peter (Furze 
Platt) 

Thursday 28th Maidenhead The Good 
Shepherd Cox Green 

Friday 29th New Windsor Team Ministry - St 
John the Baptist with All Saints. Windsor Holy 
Trinity. Clewer St Stephen and St Agnes Spital 
Old Windsor 

Saturday 30th Waltham. White Waltham 
with Shottesbrooke 

4TH AFTER EPIPHANY, SEPTUAGESIMA, 9TH 
BEFORE EASTER 

Sunday 31st The preparation of Lent projects; 
all involved in courses and house groups 


out this prayer diary out and use it through the months 




Ot|;will need to if youare going to 
involved with young people! 

Moorlands is the place to be if you want to train to 
be a Youth Pastor br Youth & Community VVorkip;iig 
Hie youth & iiimun® offer is unique, f:Jg| 

because it's based on God's plan for your life and on 
the recommendations of those who work at the cutting 
edge of youth & community work. 

What you get from us is a mentoring approach that is 
effective, planned and practical, giving you a BA (Hons) 
f Applied Theology degree in Yopth ;: & Corrtgl iM Vbglll 

% ~ ' £ S33K % 

1 4:| ; : To find but more contact A.-., 

Sharon Prior, 

Moorfands college, 

' Sopiey, : : . 

Christchurch, 

i|A Dorset. BH23 7AT ^ 4 

Q142S - 674162 
s.ac.uk 
iLu-ftetcoht 


; T*k 01425- 672369 f, 
lAteb page; wwym 
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Coming soon from Oxford 


Common 
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OXFORD PEW EDITION 




New Revised Standard Version • Collects, 

\ngllcked Edition Comm ' 

. ... . 



Conta 

Nigel 

at §gg|l 
for full details! 



and Prayers for 

Holy! 

• Collects and Post Communion 
Prayers for the Common of the Saints 

i«BReferences Included for Second . 
Services 

' A4 A '•••'; A- .- A • •• ... A. A 

» Designed and manufactured to 
Oxford's normal high standards - 


"F TV I A marker ribbons included 

f'-L/ • Competitively priced, with quantity 

UNIVERSITY PRESS discounts available 

Great Clarendon Street, Oxford OX2 6DP Tel 01805 267643 tot 01865 267749 E-mail lynnn@oup.co.uk 
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Victory 
Tracts & 
Posters 

Portland Road, 
London SE25 4PN 
Tel. 0181 656 2297 
Fax. 0181 656 2582. 

GOSPEL TRACTS. 

Over 40 titles in print. New 
designs and titles available. Send 
£1 for sample pack and list. 

GOSPEL TEXT 
POSTERS. 

More than 50 Gospel text 
posters. Illustrated list on 
request. All 20 Leith Samuel 
“ Answer Series" booklets are in 
stock. List & sample on request. 


Teleigi’one 

01886 

254506 


. x, 

StuxnpBusters 

TREE STUMPS 
REMOVED 

Unsightly tree stumps 
in your way? We grind 
them out with minimum 
ground disturbance 
COMPETITIVE PRICING 

Tel: 01235 227227 


CROSS 
STITCH KITS 

Ideal for hobby or Christmas 
gifts. Many designs available. 
Send for your FREE colour 
brochure to: 

D. C. Supplies 

Dept DP01, P.0. Box 23413 
LONDON SE26 4ZX 

or ring our brochure hotline 

0181 291 7732 


Cross £>tttct) 

4 Christmas gift tags, 4 
designs £3. Christmas card 
kits, various designs £1.50. 
Large Charts. 

Tel/Fax: Julie 

01752 815084 



Cream Cakes 
& Boundariei 



The Cricket 
Tea Recipe 
Book -W 

Plus other Cricket, Golf & 
Rugby Gifts for Mums, Dads 
and Lads 

Ring The Cricketer 
Hotline for a Free 
Catalogue 01892 740697 


B 


Carlton House International Ltd 


Manufacturers and Suppliers of Fine Furniture 

For all your 
furniture needs 

English Reproduction 
Furniture 

in Mahogany or Yew. 
Wide range of upholstery 
All at factory prices 

Reupholstery service 
102 Boundary Road, 
Buckingham Road Industrial Estate, 
Brackley, Northants 
Tel. Nos. 01280 702442 
01296 399507 


SPECIALIST 
FRUIT TREE 
CATALOGUE 

1998/99 Catalogue 
ready, FREE 

Special offers on Apples. 
Also Gooseberries. Rum. 
Soft Fruit, Hops and Grapes 

Deacons Nursery 

Godshill, Isle of Wight 
P038 3HW 

Tel: 01983 840750 or 
Fax: 01983 523575 (24 hrs) 



A practical & lasting way 
to mark the Millennium 
in your church . 

Our Millennium Collection of 
tapestry Kneeler kits is designed 
using symbols depicting the arrival of 
Christianity on our shores. The kits come complete 
with every thing you need to achieve professional results in no time! 


Send today for your FREE brochure showing The Millennium Collection & over 100 
other beautiful designs to: JACKSONS of HEBDEN BRIDGE, Dept TCU, Croft Mill, 
Hebden Bridge, West Yorks. HX7 8AP. or phone 01422 842964 


SCOTTISH SMOKED SALMON 



A WONDERFUL GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS 

We send on your behalf, pre-sliced, vacuum packed, 
Scottish oak smoked salmon, 200gm packs, 1741b, 

1 V2lb, 21b (sides) of the highest quality to yourself or 
your friends with your message or card enclosed. 
For further details and an order form please ripg 
01292 521000 or write to: 

Ardtaraig Salmon Ltd., Riverslea, Tarholm, 
Annbank, Ayr KA6 5HX, Scotland. 


Jigsaw Puzzles 

From YOUR photos 

DELIVERED IN SEVEN 
WORKING DAYS IN AN | 
ELEGANT GIFT BOX 
280fxs- 1 5x1 1' £14.99 incpSf 
120pa- 15x11' £13.99 incpSf 
60pcs -1 5x1 1' £12.99 he p8p 
Xpa- 11x8' £10.99 he p&p 
TO ORDER SEND ANY SIZE 
PHOTOGRAPH (RETURNABLE 
WlfHFAYMENT TO US AT: 
ARTY-ZAN (Dept D.P.) j 

Frehokne fcmv 14 Qoydon 
| law, Banrtwd Surrey SM73AN | 

01737379342 


fUU REFUND If NOT 



High Quality Classic 
underwear 6 outerwear 

for ladies and men 
... we specialise in 
natural fibres. 
UNDERWEAR/CORSETRY 

by John Smedley, Wolsey, 
Sawaco, Walker Reid, 
Sloggi, Horn, Chamos, 
Triumph and Twilfit. 
NIGHTWEAR by Rosch, 
Damella, Bonsoir and Triumph. 
KNITWEAR by John Smedley, Balmoral, 
Bellino & Hodgson of Scodand. 
SEPARATES by Brandtex & Alpinit 

SAE for colour catalogue 

AnnCamP--^ 


The Myrtles (DPI), 11 Woburn 
Rd, BEDFORD MK40 1EG. 
Phone/Fax 01234 347526 


NATIONAL FINE ARTS 
UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION 

WE ARE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO DISPOSE OF STOCK IN ORDER TO PAY 
CIVIL PENALTIES, SURCHARGES A INTEREST. 

CUSTOMS A EXCISE NUMBER 64381703 
EVERY LOT TO BE SOLD TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER. 

(NO BID REFUSED). 500 LOTS WILL BE SOLD. 

(DUE TO BAD DEBTS AND CANCELLED ORDERS) HAND MADE FURNITURE 
Mahogany, WS^nut, Rosewood, Oak, Coffee, Card, HaH, Lamp, wine, Nest of Tables, Comer, Wall, and 
China Cabinets, Desks, Chairs, Bureau's, Cheval Minors, Bookcases, Dressers, Lowboys, Chests, 
Armchairs, Dining Suites, 6, 8 & 10 seaters. 146 LOTS EST FROM £20 TO £500 
(TO DISSOLVE A PARTNERSHIP) OCCASIONAL UPHOLSTERY 
Chcpndale Chairs, Comer Chairs, Chaise Longue, French Chairs, Grandfather Chairs, Wing Chairs, 
Stools, Library Chairs EST FROM £15 to £200 
(CREDITORS AWAITING PAYMENT) NO BID REFUSED POTTERY & PORCELAIN 
Clarice Cliff, Ftoyal Dux, Doulton, Moorcroft, Beswick, Limoge, Capodimonta, Yea Services, continental 
& Oriential Porcelain. 87 LOTS, BEST BID OF THE DAY, EST FROM £15 to £850. 
(COMPANY LIQUIDATION) NEW LOUNGE SUITES 
2 & 3 Seater Settees & Chairs, Fabric and Leather Suites (NO BID FEFUSED) 
(MILLBANK GALLERY NOW CLOSED) FINE ENGLISH & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS 
Limited Edition Prints, Oleographs, Etchings and prints. Paintings including Landscapes, Impressionist, 
Portrait Marine Sporting & Equestrian, WldWe, St* Life, 1 9th and 20th Century Paintings wi be sold for 
a fraction of their value. EST FROM £15 to £450 
(DIRECT FROM BONDED WAREHOUSES) HAND-KNOTTED RUGS & CARPETS 
Silk, Russian, Persian, Turkish, Oriental, Bokhara Jaipor, Superwash. Sizes 5x3 to 12x9 
70 LOTS EST FROM £10 to £380 
MISCELLANEOUS LOTS (WITHOUT RESERVE) 

Flocking Horses, Crystal, Signed Bronze Sculptures, Mirror, Metalware, docks, Lamps, Tiffany Lamps, 
Teddies, Dolls, Miniature Furniture, China Dinner Servioes, Painters, Memorabilia, Collectors items and 
Effects, Model Ships, Old Guns and Pistols. EST FROM £10 to £180. 


HILTON NATIONAL OLYMPIA 

380 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, KENSINGTON, LONDON 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 13, 1998 
PREVIEW: 10.30 am AUCTION BEGINS: 12 noon SHARP 


FACT • AUCTION GOODS ARE SOLD BELOW MARKET VALUE AND RECIEVED THE SAME DAY 
BOOK YOUR SEAT FREE OF CHARGE BY TELEPHONING 0151 5492911 
NATIONAL FINE ARTS 

WEB SITE: www.nationaFfinear1s.(X).uk E-MAIL sqles^natkyiaFfineart^co.uk 
Cash, Visa, Mastercard, American Express, Cheque - Transex. Dei very service on the day. 
EXPECT TO PAY 20% OF NORMAL VALUE 
AUCTION EXAMP LES 



VALUE 

HAMMER PRICE 

Moorcroft Vase 

£3,300.00 

£340.00 

Dining Table with Chairs 

£9,600.00 

£350.00 

Hand Knotted Pure Silk Carpet 

£10,000.00 

£1,050.00 

Oil Painting by J. F. herring Snr 

£18,00.00 

£2,200.00 

Signed Print by Sir William Russell Flint 

£2,100.00 

£40.00 

English Oak Dresser 

£9,500.00 

£800.00 


Henry Buckland Fine Arts Limited, Bradman Road, Knowsley Industrial Park North, Merseyside L33 7UR 



More Sunday School Favourites! 

Following the success of ‘JESUS BIDS US SHINE’, sung by the children of The 
Salvation Army Music School, Belfast, they have recorded a further twenty best- 
loved hymns and songs which will remind us of our Sunday School days. Bring 
back those happy memories and singalong with the children from Belfast. 

All Things Bright and Beautiful 

FEATURING: THERE IS A HAPPY LAND • ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL # ONWARD 
CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS • SING HOSANNA • STAND UP FOR JESUS • A LITTLE SHIP WAS ON 
THE SEA • GOD MADE MY LIFE A LITTLE LIGHT • WHEN HE COMETH • YIELD NOT TO TEMP- 
TATION • JUST AS I AM • FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT# WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS # 
JESUS WHO LIVED ABOVE THE SKY • I AM SO GLAD • AWAY IN A MANGER • THE LORD’S MY 
SHEPHERD • COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS • WE PLOUGH THE FIELDS • A LITTLE STAR PEEPS 
O’ER THE HILL • TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE • O JESUS I HAVE PROMISED 


Also available! 

Jesus Bills Us Shine 

Includes: Jesus Bids Us Shine, Jesus 
Friend Of Little Children, Children of 
Jerusalem, Dare To Be A Daniel, Hear 
The Pennies Dropping, I Think When I 
Read That Sweet Story of Old, Jesus 
Wants Me For A Sunbeam, The Wise 
May Bring Their Learning, Tell Me The 
Stories of Jesus, Loving Shepherd of my 
Sheep, Gentle Jesus, Jesus Loves Me 
etc. 

Cassette £8.95 
CD £12.95 




SEND YOUR 
ORDER TO: 

EGON PUBLISHERS LTD. 

ROYSTON ROAD, BALDOCK, 
HERTS SG7 6NW 

Please make cheques payable to 
EGON PUBLISHERS LTD 
or telephone 01462 894498 


POSTAGE: 

Please add just £1 per order towards 
postage and packing 


EXPLORE: HISTORIC HOUSES - 
FAMOUS GARDENS - ANTIQUES CENTRES 
FROM 

THE BELFRY COUNTRY HOTEL 

Yarcombe, near Honiton, Devon EX14 9BD 

Small quality hotel, formerly the village school. 
Luxury en-suite rooms, lovely countryside views, 
cosy restaurant, log fire, scrumptious home cooking, 
ideal for exploring and walking countryside and coast. 
Short breaks. 

Phone 01404 861234 for colour brochure 
and information package. 

AA ★ ★ 76% • AA Rosette • ETS Highly Commended • Johansens 


PETA PARKER 

BROOCHES 
TO HOLD 
READING 
GLASSES 
Four designs 
Four finishes: Gold, 
Silver, Antique gold. 
Antique Silver £14.95 
each including post 
and packing 
Write or phone 
Peta Parker, 

12 Greenpark Road. 
Exmouth, Devon 
EX8 4JL 
01395 275936 




Titles include: 
Windsor CastCc, 'Balmoral, 
Sandringham, ‘Wensleydale 

" For shrewd investors in the Art world 
lithographs by The Price of Wales are 
proving to be a wise buy" The Times Diary 
7 or bwc/tun or to view contact: 

Tel 0171 584 6759 7<Ui 0171 584 4672 


Unique Stained Glass Designs 


HAND CRAFTED GLASS WINDOW 
HANGINGS, SUITABLE FOR ANY 
ROOM IN THE HOME OR 
CONSERVATORY 
- ORIGINAL DESIGNS - 
/4k 'JcUetl 

SEND SAE FOR BROCHURE 
Fern Glass (Ref H.S.) 

Fern Cottage, 23 Polton Road, 
H Lasswade EH18 1AB 
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books for Christmas . 1 5 


Read all about it! 



Although it was only pub- 
lished last month, 

Nick Page’s 
new book 
The Scroll 
(HarperCollins, 

£9.99) has 
already attracted 
a lot of media 
attention, not least 
from The Sun news- 
paper which saw the 
book as a homage to 
its own robust style of ^ 

writing. Described as 
‘the Tabloid Bible’, the 
book traces.God’s story 
from creation: ‘Hello 


World*, to ‘New Heaven and 
a New Earth - God takes 
back control’ in a series of 
one-page ‘news stories’ 
which can’t be faulted for 
their biblical accuracy 
(although you won’t catch 
me at Le Manoir Aux 
Forthcoming Apocalypse 
wearing camel-hair under- 
pants!). 

Sticking to the narratives 
which best suit this style of 
writing, writer and broad- 
caster Nick Page, who is 37 
and lives in the Diocese, 
does not flinch from includ- 
ing references to ‘slaphead’ 
Elisha; the ‘tawdry tale of 
rape, incest and murder’ in 
the house of David, or from 
describing Pentecost as 
‘Followers of Jesus filled 
with Wind’. 

The down-to-earth style, 
together with the inclusion 
of the ages of the characters 


(for 
example, 
Noah, who is 
534 when building 
the ark, is 535 when back 
on dry land, and Jesus, we 
are reminded, was 33 when 
he ‘started recruiting a 
team to organise things for 
him’) offers one of the most 
painless ways of absorbing 
Bible history ever devised. 

Not everyone will appre- 
ciate Nick Page’s brand of 
humour, but he told The 
DOOR some hostility was 
inevitable: ‘If you try to take 
a different approach to the 
Bible, people are bound to 
get defensive because the 
Bible means so much to 
them - but that’s all right 
because it means a lot to 
me. To find humour in 
something is not necessari- 
ly to undermine it,’ he said. 
‘The Scroll is a serious book 
that happens to have loads 
of jokes in it*. 

Venetia Horton 


Honest prayers by famous people 

Thank you, God for the gift of grandchildren; 

I love them to come and stay. 

And thank you, God, for that blessed peace 
That descends when they’ve gone away. 

This prayer by Jean Crowther, widow of TV personality 
Leslie Crowther, is typical of many included in the pocket- 
sized book Oh God ... 120 Celebrities' Prayers compiled by 
Steve Chalke (Lion £4.99) in that it is a prayer of thanks. 
Many of the prayers are funny such as those by Frank 
Carson, Henry Cooper and David Gower, but others such as 
Lisa Potts’ contribution, are heartfelt pleas to God asking 
for hope in a painful world. A thought-provoking gift for 
the adult Christmas stocking. 



Fantastic but true 

Russell Stannard is a 
Professor of Physics 
and a Church of 
England lay reader. He 
is also a brilliant com- 
municator and earlier 
this year was awarded 
the OBE for his services 
to physics and the pop- 
ularisation of science. He is at his best 
explaining complicated Christian truths to 
children, and his latest book, The Curious 
History of God (Lion, £8.99) illustrated by 
Taffy Davies, provides a racy and often 
amusing tour through the Bible and 
answers some pretty big questions along 
the way. It would make a perfect 
Christmas present for children of all ages. 
My one criticism is that the price seems a 
little high for a book of just 95 pages. 

f Christine Zwart 

Prayers for life 

OGod, 

you took upon you 

the yoke of humanity 

and the burden of love, 

and did not find it easy; 

let us learn from you 

to share the weight 

of all this aching world, 

that our souls may be light, 

our hearts rested, 

as together we are carried by you 

in Jesus Christ. 

From Dear Life by Janet Morely, Hannah Ward 
and Jennifer Wild (Christian Aid, £7.99) Moving 
words and stunning photographs to help you 
pray through the year for the suffering world. 

The heart of Buckinghamshire 



This magnificent ink drawing of Fingest 
Church is just one of over 100 illustrations 
from Journeys into Buckinghamshire by archi- 
tect Anthony Mackay. Complemented by 
descriptions of the towns and villages 
where the buildings are set, the drawings 
capture the essence of historical 
Buckinghamshire. The book is available 
price £17.99 (plus £2 postage) from The 
Book Castle, 12 Church Street, Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire LU5 4RU. Tel: 01582 605670. 



Dreaming with the 
children by the fireside 

I like to give Christmas books that 
either challenge my friends or ask 
them to dream. The Blessing Seed, a cre- 
ation myth for the new Millennium 
by Caitlin Matthews and illustrated 
by Alison Dexter (Barefoot Books, 
£9.99) is the very stuff of dreams, and, 
better still, I could give it to a 12-year 
old or a 90-year old. Caitlin Matthews 
has taken the Genesis myth and sub- 
tly retpld it. So when Adam and Eve 
taste the fruit and their world 
changes, they look to God who guides 
them along four paths of learning as 
the Blessing Seed grows inside them. 

I won’t spoil your reading by telling 
you what the paths are. Why not treat 
yourself to this book, then curl up 
with your children by the fire and 
ponder together on its meaning? 

David Barton 

The Revd David Barton is Senior Schools 
Adviser for the Diocesan Board of 
Education 


A musical interlude with 
Bach’s oratorio 

Being asked to say which book I would 
most like to receive for Christmas is 
difficult as I am still trying to find the 
time to read last year’s! However, I do 
manage to listen to and enjoy music. 
Bach’s Church Cantatas are virtually 
unknown to me but if the B Minor 
Mass, Passions, Christmas Oratorio 
and Magnificat are any guide, they 
should provide hours of enjoyment. 
The endless fascination of the inter- 
weaving of instrument and voice, the 
reflection of the text in the music, 
and my admiration for the skill of the 
musicians would keep me going for a 
long time. My choice would be Ton 
Koopman with the Amsterdam 
Baroque Orchestra and Choir. 

David Haylett 
David Haylett is the Diocesan Stewardship 
Adviser 



Deeper into prayer 

One book I 
hope Santa 
manages to 
slip into my 
Christmas 
stocking is 
Christopher 
Evan’s T he 
Lord's Prayer. 

This short 
paperback, 

which first appeared in 1963, 
has recently been republished by 
SCM Press, price £6.95. It pro- 
vides a scholarly, yet readable 
and highly accessible introduc- 
tion to the theology behind the 
Lord’s Prayer. It’s the sort of 
book that not only gives a fasci- 
nating perspective on 
something very familiar, but it 
can change (hopefully for the 
better) the way we pray this 
most fundamental of Christian 
prayers. 

Ed Newell 

The Revd Dr Edmund Newell is 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford 

God with us 

Beyond the Good Samaritan by 
Ann Morisy (Mowbray) explores 
our witness to God’s presence in 
everyday life, linking the good 
news of the Gospel with work in 
the community. The book 
includes useful checklists and 
discussion points which empha- 
sise what Christians can 
contribute and Ann explores the 
idea of ‘apt* liturgy. The baby 
came at Christmas to share our 
humanity, to participate in life 
and to show us the way to a new 
life. This book goes beyond the 
‘sticking plaster’ approach and 
addresses the causes of malaise 
in a modern faithless society. 

Jo Saunders 

Jo Saunders is Social Responsibility 
Officer for the Diocese 


Make your own ’Windows into Heaven’ 

‘The Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us’. Cut out and stick together 
coloured pictures of icons such as the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
from How to Pray with Icons by Myroslaw Tataryn (Gracewing, £3.99). 
Icons should be ‘windows into heaven’ and this simple and engaging 
activity book, originally intended for children, introduces readers to 
icons and reflective prayer. 


USHAW COLLEGE, 
DURHAM 


B.A. Honours Degree (3 years) 
Certificate (1 year) in 
Theology and Ministry. 


An ideal way of preparing Lay people to serve the 
Church in the Third Millennium. 

Accommodation available. 

For further information contact: The Senior Tutuor, 
Ushaw College, Durham DH7 9RH 
tr (0191) 373 1367 Fax: (0191) 373 7009 
Email: p.f.fisher@durham.ac.uk 


Crossword Solver’s Dictionary 

The perfect present for any crossword fanatic. 

This best-selling dictionary includes over 200,000 entries, 
uniquely organised under key words found within 
a cryptic clue. 

Used by crossword setters and solvers. 

Revised, updated and in its third edition 
ISBN 1-901659-03-8 £10.95 

Available from your local bookshop or 
branches ofWH Smith 
Or direct on 0181 943 3386 from 
PETER COLLIN PUBLISHING 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion, 
Biography, Children’s Stories, 
Poems, Fiction and First 
Books. 

AVON BOOKS (W) 

1 Dovedale Studios 
465 Battersea, Park Road 
London SW11 4LR 


DAVID WASLEY m.a., f.m.g.p. 

\ Artist in Stained Class 

I New design. Conservator and Ferramenta specialist 

I New Somerset House, 57 West View, Hilltop, Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire HP5 3BY Tel: 01494 773712 


Giving you the freedom 
... to live life 

Supplying the widest choice of equipment and aids 
to increase independence of the elderly and less able 

O Specialist staff always available 
O Spacious showroom 

Authorised 

SUNRISE SALES CENTRE 



SUNRISE 



LIMITLD 

FREEPHONE 

0800 854052 

24A Portman Rd., Reading RG30 1EA 
REDLAND HEALTHCARE LTD 
Thames Valley's leading disabled equipment centre 


To Advertise 

Telephone 

01886 254506 


Performing Arts 

SPARKLE STAGE SET 
ENTERTAINMENT AGENCY 

We take babies for modelling, TV etc. Also for our stage school 
enrol from 6 years to 18 years, for acting, modem dancing, singing. 
We have regular trips to Theatres/TV Studios*Dance Studios etc. 

2 full productions are put on each year, only £6.00 per session. 

THIS YEAR S PANTO IS ALADDIN’ AT 
THE OLD FIRE STATION RUNNING FROM THE 
22nd DEC 9th JAN £5.50, £3.50 Concessions. 

Many of our pupils have appeared at the 
Apollo/Playhouse also in Oliver at the London Palladium 

We meet every Sunday lpm- 6pm at Risinghurst 
Community Centre, Oxford. 

Tel. 01865 765732 


special gift 
for Christmas 
CALDEY 
ABBEY 
PERFUMES 

Classic 
fragrances by 
the Monks 
of Caldey 
Island 
FREE 

BROCHURE 

from: The Perfumery 
Caldey Island , Dyfed 
SA70 7UH 

Phone: 

01834 842879 
or 01834 844453 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 



St Andrew's Bookshops | 

Delighted to support the Alpha Initiative 


SPECIAL 


I 

| Branches at: 

| Great Missenden 
Maidenhead 
Wolverton 
| St Clements & 

St Ebbes, Oxford 
Reading 
| Witney 
Wokingham 



Tel: 

Tel: 

Tel: 

Tel: 

Tel: 

Tel: 

Tel: 


01494 862168 
01628 621985 
01908 221331 


I 

I 

I 


^^vuMiigiidin ici. uj 


01865 247567 
0118 9576078 
01993 709429 | 
0118 9776715 | 
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Bright lives, bright 
futures for children with 
disabilities 
I A little of vour time . . . 



Just a small amount of your time could 
help a child with a disability who needs an 
occasional break from their family. It 
could give the child’s parents time to take 
a breather too. We also need people who 
can offer long-term foster homes to chil- 
dren with disabilities. 

If you think you could help a child with a 
disability, please call 

01865 375515 

and find out how your time can make a 
big difference. 




37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 


t 


ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House. Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We air a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

Near Banbury 

jR>USB Chon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 


ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

> We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 

► premises 

FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


SraijitDn Jipli Nursing Munir 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Lift to first floor • Full central heating 
• Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknlek! Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 
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ADVICE BY 
COMMISSION OR 
FEES AVAILABLE 

67 BUCKINGHAM STREET, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 
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:AX (012961 437060 

E-mail:iredaleWtechnocofn.com 
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Bright lives, bright futures 
£ for children 



There ore a number of children in Oxfordshire who 
need foster carers or adoptive parents. 

If you feel you can offer these children the chdnce 
I of a bright future, please call 01865 375515. 

[ You'll find thdt fostering and 
adopting is a truly rewarding 
experience. 


<g)XK3KpSttLK£ 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm. Tel: 01793 701313 
514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB) SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 




rm 


For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors . . . and around the he me 





WALKING AIDS 


STAIRLIFT 


BATHLIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


6 l 


SURE MOBILITY 

Prices from 
£45 to £129.50 

for reconditioned wheelchairs 

Give us a call 

Tel: 01608 664071 




Women s Royal Voiuni ary Slrvice 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

MEALS ON WHEELS • HOSPITAL & MAGISTRATE 
COURTS TEA BARS EMERGENCY SERVICES 

2 HOURS ANY DAY- MONTHL Y 

OR MORE IF YOU FEEL ABLE! 

There’s a WRVS protect non YOU 

FREEPHONE 0800 783 5687 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

WRVS Thames Area Office. Umf 3. 2 Richfield Avenue. 
Reading. RG1 8EQ Registered Charity number 2520413 


, , s/as Telephone 
7* 01886 254506 




etirement 

Sales 




om £45,000 to £350,000 

Mists in the sale of retirement property 
lughout Berkshire/Oxfordshire and the 
J home counties, 
ther you are considering buying or selling 
stirement property we are sure that you will 
find our independent advice invaluable. 

Call Berkshire and home counties 

0118 959 4066 

■p Oxfordshire 

01865 200000 


ACTION ON 
ELDER 
ABUSE 

Volunteers needed 
to operate 
confidential 
helpline 

(SW London). 

Training and supervision 
provided 

Older people particularly 
welcome 

Contact: 

0800 731 4141 


the 


EPILEPSY 

RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION 

Charity Number 326836 

Read the story of Jesus 
healing the person with 
epilepsy: Mark 9, 17-27. 
2000 years later there is still 
no cure for 420,000 people 
with epilepsy in this country. 
Please give generously to 
fund our research. Thank 
you Epilepsy Research 
Foundation, Dept ON, 

PO Box 3004, London 
W4 1XT. 

Tel/Fax 0181 995 4781 
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Caring in your 
own home 



^ For a helping hand 

% 01494 678503 

'(heller Hcum. 9 Windsor End 
Buconsfittd. But! s HP 9 2IJ 


Glebefields 

NURSING HOME 

DRAYTON, BANBURY. OXON. 0X15 6EH 

Telephone Banbury (01295) 738133 

PROPRIETORS - MRS M. J. FARR & MR J. FARR CENC. Ml MECHE MMS 

OUR HOME 

Glebefields was established 14 
years ago in the small tranquil 
village of Drayton. The J 50-year 
old former Rectory is within 100 
yards of a Norman church and 
has outstanding panoramic views, 
yet only Sminuies from the centre 
of Banbury and extensive 
pedestrian shopping facilities. A family -run home, it is a member of 
the Regisretrd Nursing Home Association and endeavours to give the 
highest quality nursing care in a family atmosphere. 

OUR PHILOSOPHY 



FACILITIES 

• Good quality home cooking 
providing choice of menu 
(specialist diets i 

• Recreational activities daily 

• Convalescent stay s welcome 

• Regular Holy communion 

• Pets accommodated (on individual 

merit) \ 

• TV points in all bedrooms 

• Portable payphone and access • 
points in ali bedrooms 

• Lift to all floors 

• Visitors welcome at any time 
• Shopping 

trips anil 
outings for 
residents 
able to 
partake 



• Individual care plan for each patient 
constantly monitored and updated 

• Help and ent ourage patients 10 
achieve the ouivities of daily living 
within a homely environment 

• Ur- believe that good communication 
between cairn, patients and rrlatives 
helps maintain standards 

• Respect, dignity, freedom of choice 
and lender loving care are paramount 

• A GP visits regularly and is on call 
jor emergent ies 

• Regular visits 
from 

hairdressers, 
chiropodist, 
opiit ian. 


j 


T.L.C, 


The Sign of Quality Nursing Care • Reg Nursing Home Assoc 



PROFESSIONAL 
CLEANERS 

SERVICE & VALUE FOR MONEY 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS IN YOUR AREA OFFERING QUALITY WORK 
NO HIDDEN EXTRA CHARGES OR V.A.T. TO PAY 


CARPETS from 

SINGLE ROOMS £12.00 

TWO ROOMS £22.00 

THREE ROOMS £30.00 

FOUR ROOMS £36.00 

HAIL/STAIRS/LANWNG £19.00 


FREE STAIN REMOVAL TREATMENTS 
WE MOVE THE FURNITURE & REPLACE 
ON PROTECTIVE PADS. DRYING TIME 
KEPT TO A MINIMUM ALL CLEANING 
FULLY INSURED 4 GUARANTEED 



NOW CLEANING 

OVENS, MATTRESS. 
PATIO, DRIVEWAY 
AND PATHS 
FROM £20.00 


CURTAINS from 
FULL LENGTH £22.00 

HALF LENGTH £16.00 

DRY CLEANED ON SITE 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

STAINSHIELD TREATMENTS 
protects aaamst dirt & spills 
ANTI-ALLERGY TREATMENTS 
for asthma & allergy sufferers 
CONDITIONER TREATMENTS 
re-texturises your fabric. 


UPHOLSTERY 

ARMCHAIR 

2 SEATER SOFA 

3 SEATER SOFA 
FOOTSTOOL 
DINING CHAIR 
CAR/VAN INT. from 
CARAVAN INT. from 


from 

£ 8.00 

£ 12.00 

£16.00 

£3.50 

£2.50 

£15.00 

£ 20.00 


VERY COMPETITIVE COMMERCIAL PRICES 
FOR ALL YOUR CLEANING REQUIREMENTS 
& FREE ADVICE CALL NOW 0123S 210671 
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Purpose built Christian Home 


A new purpose-built 
66-bed Christian 
home is set to open 
in Greater Leys, 
Oxford in January 
1999. Brookfield 
Christian Care Home 
is a Trinity Care 
Home providing 
whole person care, 


with principle of care 
based on the 
Christian ideal. 

The home does how- 
ever, welcome to any- 
one regardless of gen- 
der, ethnic origin, reli- 
gion or personal belief. 

The philosophy of 
whole person care 


recognises that there 
are emotional and 
other inner needs to be 
met as well as the 
obvious physical 
needs. 

Nursing 
staff are 
recognise 
support 


and care 
trained to 
and offer 
for these 


needs. 

Brookfields Home 
divides into two units, 
each unit providing 
care for specific needs. 

One 34 bed unit will 
give full nursing care to 
elderly residents who 
are no longer able to 
live independently and 


Christian 
Nursing Homes 


Meeting the physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs or the individual. 

Purpose built quality nursing 
accommodation for frail elderly and 
elderly mentally infirm people. 



TRINITY CARE 

faring f o r the whole person 



BROOKFIELD 

Christian Care Home 


OXFORD 

01865 779888 

Little Bury, off Grenoble Road, 
Oxford 0X4 5UY 
Fax: 01865 779444 

Care homes in the following 
locations : 

Cheshire, East Sussex, 
Hampshire, Kent, 
Merseyside, 
Nottinghamshire, 
Oxfordshire, 
Shropshire, 
Somerset, 

South & West Yorkshire, 
Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire. 


FREEPHONE 

0800 163216 

for further details 
of other homes. 


need regular medical 
attention from qualified 
staff. 

The other 32 bed unit 
will care for those suf- 
fering from Alzheimers 
Disease or Dementia. 

Both units are 
designed in family 
groups to offer extra 
security as well as a 
homely environment. 

Brookfield aims to 
respect the dignity and 
privacy of each resi- 
dent, they provide 
choice where they can 
and help each person 
to maintain indepen- 
dence for as long as 
possible. 

Staff at Brookfield are 
trained to provide high 
quality care for each 
resident. 

All staff receive a 
comprehensive induc- 
tion programme and 
this is followed by full 
and regular training 
updates. 

Non-qualified staff 
are encouraged to 
obtain NVQ City & 
Guilds Certificates. 

For more details on 
Brookfield, see the 
advertisement on this 
page.dently and need 
regular medical atten- 
tion from qualified staff. 

The other 32 bed unit 
will care for those suf- 
fering from Alzheimers 
Disease or Dementia. 

Both units are 
designed in family 
groups to offer extra 
security as well as a 
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Mutual Aid Homes 


CALLING ALL 


Our Mutual Aid Homes are 
now able to offer long and 
short term residential or 
respite care to licensed or 
accredited lay preachers of all 
Christian denominations, and 
their spouses or dependants. 
We have homes in delightful 
surroundings at Grange-over- 
Sands, Minehead, Westcliff-on- 
Sea, Woodhall Spa and 
Rickmansworth, and we are 
committed to maintaining a 
Christian community 
atmosphere. 

Our quality of care is highly 
acclaimed and our charges 
compare favourably with any 
other home in the private 
sector. 

Further information may be 
obtained from: 

Godfrey Talford 
Methodist Local Preachers 
Mutual Aid Association 
Head Office: 

Chorleywood Close, 
Rickmansworth, Herts 
WD3 4EG 

Telephone No: (01923) 775856 


Help us with the fight against cancer . . . 

Tenovus is a leading breast cancer charity funding research, coun- 
selling and patient care. 

We need volunteers to help run our local charity shops. 

If you have a fevy-hours a week to spare, please contact Tenovus on 
01222 621433 for more details. 


TENOVUS 

the cancer charity 


Research - Care - Counselling 


11 Whitchurch Road, 
Cardiff 
CF4 3JN 

Registered Charity No 1054015 



Freelandnouse 


a DOVE CARE nursing and residential home 

Set in extensive lawns and gardens, Freeland House provides 
high quality nursing care in elegant surroundings 

OPENING DECEMBER 1998 

A magnificent new extension offering spacious single en-suite bed- 
rooms, all with garden views and furnished to a high standard. 
The elegant original house has several sitting and dining rooms and a 
programme of recreational activities is available for those clients who 
wish to join in. 

If you would like more information contact 

Matron, Freeland House Nursing and Residential Home, 
Wrosyln Road, Freeland, Nr. Witney, Oxon OX8 8AH 

Tel. 01993 881258 

Alternatively, please call in when you are passing. 


homely environment. 

Brookfield aims to 
respect the dignity and 
privacy of each resi- 
dent, they provide 
choice where they can 
and help each person 
to maintain indepen- 
dence for as long as 
possible. 

, Staff at Brookfield are 
trained to provide high 
quality care for each 
resident. 

All staff receive a 
comprehensive induc- 
tion programme and 
this is followed by full 
and regular training 
updates. 

Non-qualified staff 
are encouraged to 
obtain NVQ City & 
Guilds Certificates. 

For more details on 
Brookfield, see the 
advertisement on this 
page. 


Help the Aged 
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Over 60 ? 

Living in the countryside? 
Ideas which would benefit your 

community? 

Skills, experience and energy to 

offer? 

Apply for a Help the 
Aged Millennium Award 
today! 

Up to £10,000 to help you start a new project in 
your village or parish 
Successful projects so far include: 

■ sculpture ■ lunch clubs ■ the Internet ■ 
hospital visiting ■ ballooning ■ newsletters ■ 
carers ■ gardening ■ bowls ■ concerts ■ local 
history ■ fitness ■ crafts 

For more information and 
an application form, ring 

0171 250 4477 

9am-5pm weekdays 

Don’t forget to mention where you heard about it! 
Help the Aged 

Registered Charity No. 272786 


Private Healthcare - 
with or without 
Medical Insurance? 

The Acland Hospital 
Oxford 



a; 


t the Acland Hospital, Oxford, we offer a wide range 
of treatments. If you are uninsured, we will quote 
you an all-in Fixed Priced. 

No more worries about hidden extras. 

And better still, there are no waiting lists - you and your 
Consultant choose the timing of your treatment. 

The Acland Hospital, part of the Nuffield Hospitals Group, 
is a modem well-equipped Hospital, serving top class 
specialist departments. 

Your care and comfort is our highest priority. 

Interested, or know someone who is? 

• Health Screening • Surgical procedures 

• Physiotherapy • Cosmetic Surgery 

• X-ray/ Mammography • Oncology/ Breast Care 


Telephone 01865 404142 
for our latest brochure 


O Nuffield Hospitals 
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Counselling Courses 

Tutor supported distance leaning with 
audio and video learning aids 

Counselling Skills 

6 month certificate courses 
1 year diploma courses 
2 year diploma course (DipCPC) 

(University accredited with CATS points) 
Theory, Stress and Psychology 
certificate courses 

Study counselling at work or at home 
with expert tuition at a pace to suit yourself. 


Training Videos & Audio Tapes 
Counselling Text Books 
Catalogue Available on request 


Call for your Free Prospectus: 0141 204 2230 
Institute of Counselling, Freepost D08DI 
Glasgow Gl 4BR no stamp required 


CHARTERVILLE CARE AT HOME 

For help & care in vour own home 
offering independence for the elderly, sick or disabled. 
Tailored to suit individual needs. 

From l/4hr to 24hr care available. 

Accredited with local authority 

Colebrook House, Ducklington lane 

Witney (01993) 775515 



Kallender Jeffries 

financial services limited 

Retired or approaching retirement? 
Need some help on retirement planning? 

THEN CONTACT OUR MANAGING DIRECTOR, 

Mervyn Osman for all financial advice to 

INCLUDE... 

• Pensions / annuities / income drawdown 

PLANS 

• Long term care 
• Inheritance tax planning 
• Investments 

• Home reversion / Income plans 
• Home equity release 


Independent Financial Advisers 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
For Investment Business 

Frome House, 

Lower Bristol Road, Bath BA2 I EY 
telephone: (01225) 444553 


Self Help 



. . . .young Hassan knows all about it 

Hassan has a mother and four younger brothers 
and sisters to support. Quite a task for a 10 year 
old. Especially one disabled to polio. 

Each evening Hassan goes off to the market on 
his hands and knees and sells cigarettes one by 
one. His profit on an evenings hard selling is 
minute. 

Workers from his local disabled people's 
association found him there one day and invit- 
ed him to join one of their training courses. 
Today he's a skilled leatherworker - one of their 
best. Right now he's making spectacle cases and 
they sell well. 

Hassan's association in Sudan is one of the 
hundreds supported by Action on Disability and 
Development (ADD). We work with disabled 
people in some of the worlds poorest countries. 

Like to make your living helping people like 
Hassan? 

ADD needs help with its direct approach 
fundraising in your area in the New Year We 
offer you the opportunity to earn £250 a week, 
working evenings, with full training and 
support. 4 

For a job pack please write to Emma Bowden, 
ADD 23 Lower Keyford, Frome, Somerset 
BA11 4AP or telephone 01373 452946 and 
leave your name and address quoting reference 
DT9. Applications from disabled people are 
encouraged. 

Closing date for enquiries: Friday December 

18, 1998 * torn 

Charity Commission Number 294860 nflU 


COUNTY 

PRESS 

Hambridge Farm, 
Hambridge Road, 
Newbury, Berks. 
Tel/Fax: 

01635 34050 

For all your printing 
requirements 





TelfnMne 

01886 

254506 


Telephone 
01886 254506 


R<?a<§t 


There can be no greater 
tragedy than to be told that your 
child suffers from a terminal ill- 


ness . 


React helps children in the UK suffering from life-limiting illnesses and their 
families. We provide medical and domestic equipment unavailable from any 
other source, holidays, home nursing care and sometimes, sadly, 
funeral expenses. 

React funds a full-time community nurse who supports gravely ill children 
in Oxfordshire. 

Please remember a terminally ill child in your region this Christmas 
by sending a donation to: 

Rev. Christopher Pulford, Development Director, React, 

St. Luke’s House, 270 Sandycombe Road, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 3NP. Tel. 0181 940 2575. 

Research Education and Aid for Children with potentially Terminal illness. 
Registered Charity No. 802440. 
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Teardrop Throws - Special Winter Offer! 

Single: was £2^95 - - Now £18.99 

Double: was £39r95 - £39r9S - Now £23.99 
H Re-cycled Glass - Various Designs 
H Stained Glass Tea-Light Holders 
H Oil Burners, Wrought Iron Candlesticks 
H Porcelain Figures, Scented Candles 
H Large Selection of Decorative Candles 
. . . <*W tetd tu*%c. fame it and fauMv&e! 
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TAB TOP CURTAINS -n^<Z 

with matching tiebacks 3 ' ^ e Xtu r 

* Voile * * Weekend Check * 


ASSORTED SIZES FROM was NOW £8.95 

with Mix & Match Throws & Bed Spreads, Cushions & Rugs 
* WROUGHT IRON CURTAIN POLES 
Extending Type with 2 Finial Ends, Brackets & Rings 
FROM WAS NOW £19.95 

* MATCHING WROUGHT IRON TIE BACK 
FROM WAS NOW £8.99 PAIR 


In-Store at Viney’s, Fairacres Retail Park, Marcham Rd, Abingdon 

Tel. 01235 536786 


^ 7 Langdale Court (off Market Sq), Witney, Tel- 01993 700151 
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A Feast for 
Winter 

by cookery writer Ann Way 

Ann Way has been interested in cooking since she was a small 
girl when she helped her mother in the kitchen by making mus- 
tard or making up the mint sauce after she had chopped the 
mint. After completing a City and Guilds cookery course at 
Amersham College she collected local Chiltern recipes and 
helped make a series of cookery cards for the Chiltern Society. 
For the last two years she has been writing a monthly cookery 
article in The Outlook ' the magazine of the Church of St 
Michael and All Angels in Hughenden. 4 Last Christmas we col- 
lected all the available recipes to make up our own 4 Cook Book ’. 
I hope you will enjoy some of the recipes I am giving you now 
she says. . 


Main course: Stifado 



One of the great joys of Christmas for me are the car- 
ols. As a child there was a special sense of wonder as 
we learned the lovely old songs telling of the birth of 
Jesus. To hear the voices of the carollers going round 
the houses in December filled me with excitement, 
and when I was old enough to join in, it was a real 
treat. I can remember so well the feeling of happiness 
and companionship, and after the singing going home 
to a really hot supper. A casserole is the perfect meal 
for a cold winter’s night. This is a Greek stew which 
has become a firm family favourite and would be love- 
ly to come home to with its spicy Christmas flavours. 
It is cooked a long time so could be placed in the oven 
on a low heat until the return of the carol singers. 

Ingredients for four people 

1 l/2oz butter and 1 oz for browning onions 

2 tabs oil (preferably olive oil) 

1 large onion, chopped 

1 large garlic clove, crushed or chopped finely 
11/2 lbs lean stewing steak, cubed 
1 good teaspoon tomato paste 
1 small tin chopped tomatoes 

1 tabs wine vinegar or 1 dessertspoon if no wine used 
1 glass red wine (optional) 

1 large bay leaf 
1 pinch ground cinnamon 
1 pinch cumin powder 
good grind of black pepper 
1 teaspoon salt 

12 baby onions (more if preferred) 
hot water 


Preparation 

Heat the oil and butter over a medium heat in a 4-5 pint 
casserole. Add chopped onion, garlic and meat cubes. 
Brown the meat all over. Pour in enough hot water to 
barely cover the meat and add the tomato paste and 
tomatoes and stir to coat the meat. Then add wine, vine- 
gar, salt and pepper, bay leaf and spices. Stir well and 
cover the casserole and leave in a medium oven for 
about 2 1/2 hours. Meanwhile, boil some water, pour 
onto the baby onions and leave for a few minutes. The 
skins will then slip off easily. Simmer the onions in salt- 
ed water for about three minutes, then rinse in cold 
water and drain well. Finally toss them in 1 oz butter 
until lightly golden and put aside. Add them to the 
casserole for the last half hour of cooking. 

Pudding: My mother's 
Christmas trifle 

.f 

Ingredients 

About 12 oz sponge cake (Swiss 
roll or Victoria sponge) 

Some strawberry or raspberry jam 
4 tablespoons orange juice 
4 tablespoons sherry 
11/2 pints full cream milk 



3 heaped tablespoons custard powder 

11/2 tablespoons sugar 

1/2 pint double or whipping cream 

Almonds split and roasted, glace cherries and angelica 

One pretty, and fairly deep, glass dish 

Preparation 

Chop up sponge cake and add some extra jam if needed. 
Sprinkle the cake with the orange juice and sherry and 
leave to soak. Make up the 11/2 pints of thick custard 
by mixing the custard powder with 1/4 pint of the milk 
in a large jug. Bring the rest of the milk to boil and 
pour into a jug. Stir well and return to the saucepan 
and bring to the boil again stirring all the time to pre- 
vent lumps. Try to keep the saucepan just off the source 
of the heat as the mixture burns easily at the bottom. 
Pour the hot custard onto the sherry-soaked base and 
leave to cool. Finally top with a thick layer of whipped 
cream. Decorate by using a fork to make swirly patterns 
in the cream and then flower shapes with the cherries 
as the centres, the almond flakes as petals and the 
angelica as leaves. 

This trifle is my mother’s speciality. She made it 
for every large family occasion. I have so many 
memories of past Christmases when she arrived at 
our home on Christmas Eve loaded with presents, 
mince pies and the famous trifle. Now she has 
passed on so I am giving this recipe in her memory. 
I hope you will all enjoy it as much as we do. 


Christmas Crossword 

by Hazel Goldman 

Send your entry in an envelope marked 
‘Crossword’ to The DOOR, Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB 
before January 6, 1 999.The first two 
correct entries drawn from the hat will 
receive copies of The New Lion 
Encyclopedia of the Bible edited by John 
Drane.They are fully illustrated and 
worth £25 and have been donated to us 
by Lion Publishing. 

The Editor’s decision is final. 



The answers include the words of 
the first line of a popular carol, as 
well as carol references in 19 
across and 4 and 15 down. 

Across 

I. During that time, the hotel was 
taken in by the trick (5) 

4. Bend one’s knees, because feet 
clung awkwardly (9) 

9. Lucky symbol for umpire 
during work (7) 

10. A long time in the ancestry of 
the big cat (7) 

II. How to include everyone, and 
make them holy (6) 

12. Annoying for one smoker to be 
thrown out (7) 

14. Double dealing at university is 
lawful within borders of Daventry 
(9) 

16. Fail to catch the girl (4) 

18. Black day on the lifeboat (4) 

19. He looked out for a charitable 
purpose (9) 

22. Interim changes at the main 
stations (7) 

23. Show how to check for secu- 
rity (6) 

26. Gave advice on courses at St 
Andrews? (7) 

27. During the darker hours, 
heartless boy damaged the thing 
(2.5) 

28. Little Bo-Peep lost two points 


to her fellow workers (9) 

29. One who succeeds after initial 
training of them (5) 

Down 

1. Albert and Edward were on the 
look out (7) 

2. Thought many were perfect (5) 

3. With new income around the 
company becomes profitable (8) 

4. Deity accepts sterling gift from 
the wise men (4) 

5. Making nothing of it! (10) 

6. Fellow turns the key on the 
congregations (6) 

7. Leader for ideal trio broadcast 
(9) 

8. To the orient but not so much 
like the Pobble (7) 

13. Prospect for one who discovers 
the camera attachment (10) 

15. The first day’s gift of a bird 
had some journey round 
Gateshead (9) 

17. Busy worker about to hunt 
round for fruit from the tree (8) 

18. Finds clues when I’ve left the 
CID (7) 

20. Legislator involved in treason 
(7) 

21. Cod, perhaps, caught in the 
end (6) 

24. Good hole for a bird of prey (5) 

25. Goes out in the main (4) 


RIGGANS CAMPBELL PRESENT 

FOR THE DISCERNING CUSTOMER A SUPERB 
COLLECTION OF FINE PEWTER GIFTWARE 
SUITABLE FOR EVERY OCCASION 

TEL/FAX: 01628 826171 


CAN YOU OFFER ONE OF OUR 
MANY CATS OR KITTENS A 
LOVING HOME? 
THAMES VALLEY 
ANIMAL WELFARE 

working to home stray and 
unwanted cats. 

TeL 01491 628603/01494 484527 

Charity No 900616 


SPEECH! 

BEST MAN. GROOM. 
FATHER OF THE BRIDE? 
Let me write an original speech 
for you, tailored to your needs. 

Contact Dorothy 

**Lost for Words ” 
01295 254691 

Speeches also for Anniversaries. 
Birthdays. Retirements. 


CHRISTIAN 
SINGLES NATIONWIDE 


NEW FRIENDS. MARRIAGE 
POSSIBILITIES. LOCAL 
GROUPS. 1999 HOLIDAYS. 
FREE BROCHURES 


CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP 
FELLOWSHIP. 

DEPT. A202, BAWTRY HALL 
DONCASTER, DN10 6JH 
01302 711007 


PIANO 
FOR SALE 

Paul Werner (Dresden) 
overstrung under clamper 
upright grand in 
mahogany case/ A top 
class piano (circa 1918) 
ONLY £1,250 

Telephone: 01296 655249 


ANTHONY WESSELY 
BOOKBINDER 

ANTIQUARIAN BOOK RESTORATION. 
RONANS, FOREST ROAD, WINKFIELD ROW 

BRACKNELL (01344) 882782 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
“Be still and know that I am God." 

fit 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

M 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre. 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 



Produce Your Own 

★Magazines ★Newsletters 
★Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently ; 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £137 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 




Withthe 


Digital printer 


New and Rtfurbhlud Photocopiers 
jlwu\s d\uildhk- 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House, Mountbanen Business Centre 
Southampton S0I5 IHY 


PROVIDENCE 
ROW 

(Reg Charity 207454) 

Building on our long tradition of a Christian and 
professional response to the homeless and dis 
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Since 1860 we have been helping people find a 
way back to settled living through access to 
accommodation, training and long-term support. 
There are so many ways you can help us contin- 
ue this work. Donations and enquiries to Sister 
Winefride at: 

Providence Row, 50 Crispin Street, London 
El 6HQ. Tel: 0171 375 0020 


I enclose a donation for your work: 
Please debit my Mastercard □ Visa □ 
Charity Card □ Tick 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

Expiry Date Amount £ 

Date 

Cheques should be made payable to Providence Row. 
Please send me further information about the work of 
Providence Row. 

Name 

Address 


Postcode . 


■ grape* 2/88 • 


Need to gain charity status? 

' Call Joshua Charity Management. 

We guarantee to be the best and the cheapest. 

Free Consultation. 

Call J Dix on Freephone 

0800 2982480 


JOHN RAY AND 
HIS SUCCESSORS 

THE CLERGYMAN AS 
BIOLOGIST 

a Conference, Braintree, Essex 
Prof John Hedley Brooke 
(Lancaster) and Rev Dr Michael 
Reiss (Cambridge) and many other 
distinguished speakers. 
Covers Gilbert White, Paley, 
Henslow, Kingsley, Raven etc as 
well as 7 papers on Ray. Musical 
event with David Bellamy. Visit 
Ray’s home village. 
Registration £90, 

£110 after January 1, 1999. 

BOOKINGS: John Ray Trust 
Town Hall Centre, Braintree, 
Essex CM7 3YG 
Tel. No. 01376 557776 


Needing help 
with exams? 

Physics or Maths 
A-Level, Science 
or Maths GCSE 

Write for details of how a 
qualified, experienced 
Christian tutor can help 
you by mail . . . 

EMPHASIS TUTORING 

Freepost ANG4577 
Bury St. Edmonds 
Suffolk IP28 6BR 
01284 728800 







NewStart 

New Start with God 
New Start at Home 
New Start for the the World's Poor 

Millennium candlelight 

Despite the increased cost we are encouraged 
at the response from many local areas to the 
nation-wide campaign to purchase and deliver 
a'Millennium Candle kit’ to every household in 
the country I hope that local Churches Together 
receive order forms this month and clergy 
receive them with their December 'pay slip’. 

Your local plans 

This month I want to concentrate on the prac- 
tical ways churches in the Diocese are hoping 
to make the Millennium a Christian festival and 
mark New Start in their area. 

St Mary's, Bletchley The Church has adopt- 
ed a seven-point plan to use the Millennium 
and these include: 

• Making special use of 1 999 Christmas 
services. 

• A visit to every home in the parish to link the 
Millennium to the local church. 

• To invite every primary school in the parish 
to visit the church. 

•To raise a million pennies (£10,000) over 
and above ordinary giving. 

• to make the churchyard a special place of 
beauty and quiet solitude. 

• to make a Millennium banner 

• To hold a special event in the autumn of 
2000 . 

Wargrave St Mary's want to work with all 
that is happening in the village and a multi- 
media son et lumiere is planned for the Mill 
Green in front of the church. They also plan to 
erect a marquee to bring all ages together on 
New Years Eve with the ring of church bells, a 
sharing of food and fun and a service open to 
everyone. All the churches are planning to hang 
eight banners, each of which will celebrate 
Christ’s birth, in Wargrave High Street and in 
the two village churches. A special committee is 
fund raising and making the banners. 

Bicester and District All the churches in 
and around Bicester have decided to celebrate 
Pentecost 2000 in their own area. It is suggest- 
ed that each denomination starts June I 1 , 2000 
with their own service and it is hoped that all 
Anglicans will join together at St Edburg's for a 
Deanery Eucharist. After picnic lunches in and 
around their churches they will join up for a 
March of Witness through the town ending up 
at a focal point for an open air 'Songs of Praise’. 
Whether you are in a village, a town or a city 
let me know what events you are planning as 
this will help others to plan theirs. 

Derek Palmer (01295 268201) 



Running nine residential and nursing homes 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry. 

Another new home has just opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are still urgently needed to build further homes to cater for the 
growing number of Board’s pensioners who need help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us continue this much-needed 
work for those who have cared for others in the name of Christ. 

A copy of our appeals brochure illustrating the Board's charitable 
work, or words for inclusion in a Will, are available from: 

The Secretary, 

The Church of England Pensions Board (TD), 
FREEPOST, 7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 

Reg Charity No 236627 
PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN. THANKY0U 



doses 



Mysteries of Bethlehem come to Aldermaston 



1994 full dress rehearsal 


Every Christmas people flock to the Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Aldermaston for their annual Nativity Play, a faithful adaptation of the 
York Mystery Cycle. Since its first performance in 1 957 the director 
has been Pat Eastop, who this year received the MBE for her ‘service to 
the community especially the York Nativity Play at Aldermaston’. Her 
production is a quiet and contemplative one in which the poetic nature 
of the script, the unaccompanied choral singing and the beauty of the 
medieval church combine to produce an extraordinary unity. The 
players are not professionals, but local men and women, some of whom 
have acted in the play for many years. Christine Zwart talked to a 
group of them about the parts they play. Photographs: Frank Blackwell 



Rehearsing for this year's play 


Mary with a positive view 

Catherine Bowman, who plays Mary, is an infants 
teacher from nearby Tadley 
‘It is a great honour to play Mary. The director 
likes to show the relationship between her and 
Joseph and she seems very confident about her- 
self . When they walk up the aisle and come to 
the stable just before the birth scene and Joseph 
describes the place as lowly, she says this is 
God’s place and it’s God’s will we should be here 
and sends him away to get more wood. The birth 
scene is done subtly with the lighting. The lights 
dim down until it’s completely dark and then I 
say ‘Jesus my son so dear, now bom is he,’ and 
with that the choir begins to sing. I never get 
tired of the words. You can forget about all the 
glitz in the shops. Christmas starts here’. 



How Joseph comes to 
terms with things 

This year Roger 
Taylor will be 
Joseph for the 17th 
time. Before his 
retirement he was 
deputy head 
teacher at a local 
comprehensive 
school 

‘We end up 
doing a lot of 
our own thing 

with very strict guidance from Pat She 
knows what she wants the play to be and she 
plays to our strengths. Joseph makes his 
mark in a long scene when he is very con- 
fused and at times cross and distressed. He 
can’t get away from the knowledge that his 
young wife is pregnant. So he does a bit of 
ranting and raving as he tries to come to 
terms with it. I’m not a regular churchgoer 
but but I find it a very moving experience 
which gets inside you. It’s a remarkable play 
in a remarkable place’. 



Gabriel, an ethereal guide 

Chris Newman, who plays Gabriel, is a 
pediatrician at the Royal Berks Hospital and a 
Churchwarden of Aldermaston Church 
‘Gabriel is a very ethereal character who 
looks after everyone and tries to guide them 
down a path. It’s a lovely costume with a 
winged gold collar which collects the light 
and I have a powdered face so I’m rather pale 
and slightly ghostly. The script says Gabriel 
appears from behind Mary but last year it was 
rearranged so that he comes into the middle 
of the church and looks across the audience 
which brings the whole of the audience into 
the play right at the beginning. It’s a beauti- 
ful start to the religious side of Christmas’. 


A great idea just got even better 


The incredible Digital Hymnal 
from Gulbransen already offers 
an unparalleled combination of 
easy to use features for anyone 
who needs backing music for 
worship. 

The new UK chipset option 
expands this versatility to 
include a unique new 
repertoire of around 3000 
tunes, both new and old, 
as found in the UK’s 
leading hymn books. 1 

To keep things simple, 
courtesy of the built-in indexing 
function you can even select tunes using NCPs] 

familiar hpn numbers from a choice of eight popular lbct\ SEj) J 
UK hymn books V ^ / 

The Digital Hpnal is fully licensed and ready for use 
straight out of the box - no floppy disks or MIDI 
keyboard are required. 




Thirty-four years of 
looking for Jesus 

For 34 years John Brake has played the 
first shepherd. A retired printer, he is a 
member of Mortimer Methodist Church 
‘I’m a countryman born and bred 
and a bit rough and ready like the 
shepherds. I have never had any 
nerves. The more of a fool you make 
of yourself the better they love it. 
The three shepherds put a bit of life 
into the play. We come in some- 
times with straw on our heads. The 
church is full and we have to push 
through. Once there was a child 
who got hold of my costume and 
wouldn’t let go and I said, ‘I’m look- 
ing for Jesus,’ and then he let go’. 



The 1998 Nativity Play 

There will be performances of the 
York Nativity Play in the Church of 
St Mary the Virgin, Aldermaston on 
Thursday and Friday, December 1 0 
and 1 1 at 8pm and Saturday and 
Sunday December 1 2 and 1 2 at 
7pm. For free tickets send an SAE 
to: V Hall, The Gables, Church Road, 
Aldermaston, Berks RG7 4LR. 

A retiring collection is taken. 


16 bit CD quality sound 

Choose from over 100 sounds (including 
a range of organ sounds) and a range of 
accompaniment styles 

Flexibility 

Change the key. tempo or number of 
verses at the touch of a button 

Plan a service in advance 

Preselect up to ten tunes using the easy 
to operate memory facility 


Digital 
Hymnals 
UK Ltd 

V South Lrw. 
CroVilon CKO IBi 


On Earth, Peace 


David Winter’s 

rr 


At the birth of Jesus the angels praised God for a double blessing: 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favours’. Yet in the event the coming of Jesus did not bring 
‘peace on earth*. He recognised that fact himself: ‘Do you think I 
have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather divi- 
sion* (Luke 12:51). So we are alerted to the idea that ‘peace’, for Jesus, 
is much more than merely absence of conflict. 

For him, peace is no easy option. That’s why his teaching doesn’t 
‘bring peace’ of itself. By its challenge to conscience and will it 
inevitably provokes conflict, even between members of a family. Yet if 
the response to his message is belief and acceptance, then the bless- 
ing of peace ensues. 

True peace - shalom - is being ‘well’, being ‘whole*. It is a peace that 
is unaffected by external circumstances, a state of being at one with 
God, of being ‘complete* in him. It’s the fulfilment of what the New 
Testament calls ‘salvation*, being ‘made whole*. Those who know this 
peace will be those who love their neighbours - and their enemies. 
They will be peace-makers: ‘the children of God’, who is ‘the God of 
peace*. It is that true peace that the coming of Jesus at Bethlehem 
made possible. Christmas is the perfect time to turn from our restless 
anxiety to the long-heralded ‘prince of peace*. 

Adapted from Message for the Millennium, the BRF Lent book for 1999. 
Canon David Winter is a minister in the Hermitage Team in Berkshire. 
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Wycliffe Hall , Oxford 

would like to appoint 

PART TIME 
DEVELOPMENT 
COORDINATOR 

to facilitate and co-ordinate our fund raising plans 
and to set up a development office. 

He she will have. 

■ Excellent communication skills including computer literacy 

■ Ability to work on own initiative and as part of a team 
Understanding of and sympathy with our Christian basis 

Previous experience of fund raising for a charity, 
while not essential, would bean advantage. 

Salary in the region of £10,000 p.a. for 20 hours a week. 
Closing date for applications with references 1 5 December 
• Full detaib from 

Alison B antes, Administrator , Wycliffe Hall , 
54 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6PW. 

Tel 01865 274201. E-mail: 
alison.bames@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 


TELEPHONE 


EXECUTIVE 

Expanding contract newspaper 
publisher requires first class, 
experienced telephone sales person. 
Good basic pay with open ended 
bonus scheme. 

Please apply to 

David Holden 
Diocesan Publishing 
WHY Publications Ltd 
4th Floor, We&tway, 
Botley, Oxford. 0X2 8JW. 
Tel: 01865 254506 


London Marriage Guidance 

Working with Couples 

Diploma in Psychodynamic Marital and Couple Counselling 

A three year part-time course preceded by a two term Foundation Course. The Combination of 
theory and casework provides integrated training under weekly supervision. 

This course is BAC accredited and validated by Roehampton Institute London. 

Certificate in Psychodynamic Marital and Couple Counselling 

A 15 month course for those who hold a recognised qualification in psychodynamic therapy or 
counselling and who wish to develop expertise in working with couples. 

All courses start in January 1999 

For more information and application forms please contact: 

Training Department, London Marriage Guidance, 76a New Cavendish Street, 

London W1M 7LB 

Tel. 0171 637 1318 Fax. 0171 637 4546 

Registered Charity No 208166 


AUTOSAVE -WE BEST 

WAY TO BUY YOUR NEXT CAR 


Unique suppliers to schools, churches, charities and now church members 
( NEW OR USED, AT SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 

In flu* Iasi 15 years Autosau* Ills continual to develop, 
its special scheme achieving the best possible 
prices for our wide range of clients including 
churches, schools and numerous leading charities 
These special prices are now available to church 
members as well. 

LATEST RANGE OF 
MINI-BUSES 

\utosa\e s commercial minibus department 
is able to offer an extensive range of new and 
second hand vehicles. 





USED CAR LOCATION SCHEME 



FREE of CHARGE Autosave will scan the car market for a 
vehicle to your specification. We have access to huge stocks of 
I WO onwards registered vehicles including very high quality ex 
demonstration cars. 


( WE PROMISE THE BEST SERVICE ) 


Every need catered for, from small 
economical models to prestige 
marques and people carriers 


• Ins/wclions up to 
AM RAC standard 

• I f) to j6 months warranty 
with the RAC 

• Com/wlitive insurance cover 


• Your old car in part -exchange 

• tree delivery nationwide ■ to 
your door 

• Competitive finance and 
leasing rates 


HAVING DIFFICULTY SELLING YOUR OLD CAR? 

autosave will give you a telephone valuation and if it is acceptable 
we will collect your car free of charge from anywhere in the UK 

AUTOSAVE H 


Call today for your FREE 
Motor Information Pack 


I Nome . 


I 


Address . 


Ivy House, The Dale, Rac 

Sheffield S8 OPS Fax: 01 14 255 4949 Aftercare Warranty 


TeL 0114 255 4040 


$ 

I 

L- 


..Tel:. 


Freepost - no stamp needed 

Autosave, FREEPOST, Ivy House, The Dale, •§ 
Sheffield S8 OPG q 
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J9ear to all our 
gfotoerttafersi 


Poyaf Bath ft 
West Showground 
Shepton Mallet Somerset 
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Family Conferences 

Weekend 30th July - 3rd August 
Week A 8th - 14th August 
Week B 15th -21st August 

Hosted by David and Mary Pytehes 
with New Wine Leaders. 

Programmes for all the family 


Come on your own, with the 
family or as a church group 
Stay on or off site. 




ROCKING HORSES 

CORNISHORSES 

A new breed of rocking horse! 
Beautiful wooden toys that are:- 

4 unique - each one is individually hand- 
made and decorated and is supplied with a 
certificate of authenticity. 

4 flat packed - no storage problems, and easy 
tool-free assembly 

4* safe - extremely stable, even at a full gal- 
lop! 

4 available - in dapple-grey, black or palomi- 
no, or commission one in the colour scheme 
of your choice. 

* Suitable for ages 18 months plus 
For further information please contact: 

SENATER 

ENTERPRISES 

of Cornwall 

Tel. 0800 298 5032 
Fax. 01503 220179 (24 hrs) 
E-Mail: cornishor8e@8enater.co.uk 

Please visit our website at 
www. senater. co. uk 
(full online shopping facilities) 

Please order early for Christmas 



rtnanctal Services Limited 

Independent Financial Advisors 


Building Ethically for 
Tomorrow 

Member of The Kestrel Network 
which is regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority. 

’"Mortgages are not regulated by the 
PIA. 

We are a Christian company of experienced financial 
consultants who seek to serve the Christian community. 

We specialise in giving advice on ethical funds. 

Ethical funds invest in companies that have a positive effect 
and avoid companies involved in drugs, armaments, 
pornography -etc. 

Some ethical funds have outperformed the average UK growth 
fund over the past 3 years (MF 06/98) proving that you can be 
a good steward as well as invest with a conscience. 

Ethical funds can be linked to everyday financial planning, 
such as pensions, savings, investments & home purchase 
products. We also give advice in other areas of financial 
planning. 

Voyager Financial Services supports a charity in India which 
seeks to meet the needs of orphans, as part of its Christian 
commitment to the world. 

Why not find out more by contacting Voyager Financial 
Services on 01446 747797 or completing the coupon below. We 
can provide further information on our serveie and a 
consultation without cost if required. 


To: 


Freepost Voyager Financial Services Ltd., 44 The Parade, Barry, South Glamorgan. CF62 6SF. 


Name: . 
Address: 


Telephone: 

Date of Birth 

Tick as required: 

Tax free Savings & Investments 

•Mortgages 

Life Assurance 


□ 

□ 


Pensions 

Other 


□ 

□ 

□ 


TD 






BBC Thames Valley Carol Service 

St Mary the Virgin, Oxford 
7.30 for Bpm Tuesday 15 December 
No tickets required 
Traditional service of lessons and 
carols led by Hedley Feast. All the 
lessons will be read by programme 
presenters. Address by the Bishop of 
Oxford. The service will be recorded 
and broadcast twice on Christmas 
Day on 95.2 and 104.1FM 
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Open Exhibition of Religious Art 
at the Ark-T 

February 1999. For all UK artists. 
To take part, send large SAE to 
Ark-T Gallery, Crowell Road, 
Oxford 0X4 3LN. Deadline for 
submissions 30 December 1998. 


DecjwbSr 1 1 January 


Spirituality and the Environment 

February 13, 1999 10.30am-4pm at The Well at Willen. A one-day workshop sponsored by the Ecumenical 
Spirituality Project, and the Well at Willen, a community of women, men and children who are committed 
to a more sustainable pattern of living. Details from Win Kennedy, ESP, The Well at Willen, Newport Road, 
Willen, Milton Keynes MK15 9AA. Tel: 01908 200675. 


How to Help at Christmas — for those who want to give a little extra 


Milton Keynes Training 

Ecumenical course for those 
who work with children: 
January 21, 28 and Feb 4 1999: 
God’s Story, Our Story. 

May 6, 20, 27: Care and 
Responsibility. Details Barbara 
Albone, Milton Keynes Christian 
Council, The Square, Aylesbury 
Street, Wolverton MK12 5HX. 


CottesloL 

jrammc 

Jan 16 Leading Intercessions. 
£5. 10am-3pm at the Church Hall, 
j St Barnabas, Linslade. 

Jan 18-Feb 15 The Right to Life: 
topics include abortion, the envi- 
ronment, wealth and power. £3 
per session or £20. At the Winslow 
Centre, Park Road, Winslow. 

Jan 20 Introducing Pastoral 
Care. £2. 8-9 ,30pm at Wing 
| Village Hall. 

Jan 26, Feb 2, Feb 9 An ecu- 
menical look at the early 
church. £8. 8-9 .30pm Whaddon 
Independent Church. 

Feb 11 Living with wisdom - 
Thomas Merton. £3. 8-9.30pm 15 
Weston Road, Great Horwood. 

Feb 23 Leading School 
Assemblies 10am-12pm Great 
Horwood Scout and Guide HQ. 

1 To book contact Sylvia Nutt, 15 
Weston Rd, Great Horwood, Bucks 
MK17 OQQ. Tel: 01296 713603. 
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The Ark: 4 Weston Road, Wolverton, 
Milton Keynes MK12 5AF Contact: Sue 
Thomas 01908 315955. The Ark, a family 
style home for vulnerable 16-18 year olds, wel- 
comes donations of money to buy presents, or 
music tokens, toiletries, in fact anything 
which would make suitable presents for 
young men and women. 

Asylum Welcome: St Columba’s Church, 
Alfred Street Oxford, 0X1 4EH Contact: 
Fiona Morrison or Ritah Kaala, 01865 
722082. Open five days a week 10am-3pm 
(Thu 12.304pm). Volunteers needed to help in 
various ways: visiting detainees in 

Campsfield House detention centre, finding 
accommodation, and giving English language 
tuition. Families willing to offer hospitality, 
gifts of clothing etc also needed. 

The Bridge Project, 5 Iffley Road, Oxford 
0X4 1EA. Contact Maggie Brown on 01865 
794410. The Bridge offers emergency 
overnight accommodation for homeless 16-25 
year olds. Financial donations are much 
appreciated for extras and also crisps and 
other party food. Money and cheques (payable 
to The Bridge) should be sent to The Bridge at 
PO Box 208, Oxford 0X1 3YH) . 

The Gap (Contact Mark Dewhurst on 01865 
200691). Daytime service for young homeless 
people offering a valuable alternative to 
spending their days on the streets of Oxford. 
New warm items of clothing such as socks, 
and financial donations urgently needed 
(cheques payable to: The GAP). 

Children's Aid Direct: 12 Portman Road, 
Reading, RG30 1EA Contact: Gaynor Jones 
0118 9584000. 24-hour action line 08701 
203040. Blankets needed for Kosovo and edu- 
cation aid for children in Albania, Liberia and 
Kosovo (financial donations or items such as: 
exercise books, pens, pencils, rulers, rubbers 
etc). Please ring for information about 
Christmas Gift Packs. Donations towards cost 


pack for the Jubilee 2000 campaign - all avail- 
able from the above address. 

Cornerstone Accommodation: 22/23 

Blackheath Crescent Bradwell Common, 
Milton Keynes MK13 SAD. Contact: Peter 
or Clare on 01908 690096. Provides self- 
catering, single rooms for six 16-23 year olds. 
We hope to make Christmas a real occasion. 
Anyone interested in contributing time, pre- 
sents or donations please contact us. 

Crisis: First Floor, Challenger House, 42 
Adler Street, London El 1EE. Contact Vicki 
Burnett on 0171 655 8322 or volunteers 
hotline 0171 655 8328 or 8359. Their annu- 
al ‘Open Christmas’ project provides accom- 
modation and food over Christmas in a large 
warehouse. This 
year’s dates are 
December 23-30. 

To volunteer ring 
Vicki. Local 
Crisis projects: 

Banbuiy Young 
Homelessness 
Project (01295 
259442) The 
Bridge Bar, 

Bridge Street 
open Dec 10 - 
January 15 Mon- 
Fri 10am to 3pm 
and Tue and Thu 
6-8pm (except 
Dec 24 & 31). 

Provides hot 
food, laundry, 
medical services, 
present making 
sessions for 16- 
25-year olds with 

a housing need. Financial donations, food, 
toiletries and towels urgently needed. ‘MK 
Hope ’ Simpson, Milton Keynes (01908 

A70R191 74.hnnr IQ - Tan 7 aimc tn nffor 


HURRICANE APPEAL 

•We continue needing your help. But more 
important we need your prayers. We are 
now in rags, sick and wounded surrounded 
with death but we still say to you and to 
anyone that cares to listen: GOD REIGNS, 
YES, GOD REIGNSnnr 

The Right Revd Leo Trade 


Aid, Tearfund and Cafod. Please send what 
you can either by credit card or Switch on 
0870 60 60 900 or by cheque (made out to 
DEC Hurricane Appeal’) to DEC, PO Box 
999, London EC3 9AA. 


Mon, Tue & Fri 10am-3.30pm. over Christmas 
Dec 21, 22 from 10am to 3.30pm; closed 23 
and 24, open Christmas Day 10.30am to 
3.30pm. Also open Dec 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, Jan 1, 
2 (check times). Needed for hampers: good 
quality boxes chocolate, chocolate bars, bags of 
wrapped sweets, 50g jars coffee, rich ffuit cakes. 

Day and Night Shelter: Luther Street, 
Oxford Contact: 01865 250153. The Day 
Shelter runs from Nov-March; the Night 
Shelter is open 7am-8pm all year round. Both 
provide food' and shelter for the homeless. 
Towels, blankets, toiletries, donations and 
Christmas treats such as cakes and biscuits, 
are most welcome. 

FOX FM FOXBOX Appeal: Contact: Julie 
Gaughran 
01865 871001. 

FOX FM is col- 
lecting non-per- 
ishable food and 
luxury goods for 
the elderly and 
people in need 
in West Bucks 
and Oxfordshire. 
Put your contri- 
butions in a FOX 
collection box to 
be found in all 
Sainsbury’s 
stores in the FOX 
FM area or at 
FOX FM on the 
Horsepath 
Industrial 
Estate, Oxford, 
before Dec 14. 
The Gatehouse: 
Northgate Hall, 

St Michael's Street, Oxford, 0X1 2DU 
Contact: Mary Brolly 01865 792999. 

Ecumenical drop-in centre run by Oxford 


porting a home, or helping financially. 

Oasis West 87 Blackfriars Road, London 
SE1 8HA Contact: Jo Griggs 0171 450 9080 
for more information. Young people all 
over the UK are launching the ‘Alternative 12 
days of Christmas’ when they will be a ‘voice 
for the voiceless’ campaigning and fund rais- 
ing for the world’s street children with tem- 
porary cafes. They can also capture the events 
on film and enter their video (under 10 mins) 
in the Big Take National Competition. 

The Porch: All Saints Convent, Oxford. 
Contact: Lisa 01865 728545. The Porch is a 
small free ‘tea and sandwiches’ cafe, open 
from 10.1 5-11. 30am and 6-8pm every day, 
including Christmas Day, except Wednesdays. 
Regular volunteers are needed .to make sand- 
wiches or to serve. Gifts of tinned meat, jam, 
cakes, biscuits or pickle are always welcomed. 

St Francis House, 227 Cowley Road. 
Oxford, 0X4 1XG. Contact: Daniel, Clive or 
Rachel, 01865 248288. Ecumenical Christian 
community providing hospitality for asylum 
seekers, particularly those without access to 
state benefits. Financial help and donations 
of food and household products are welcome. 

St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury. Contact: 
Anja Kroening, 01296 42851. Christmas 
lunch at St Mary’s - everyone who would pre- 
fer to share their celebration meal with those 
less fortunate, is welcome. Contact Anja in 
advance. Donations of new gifts and money 
are also needed. 

Salvation Army: Albion Place, St Ebbes, 
Oxford, 0X13 6EB. Contact: Harold Boyce, 
01865 739335. Donations (cheques payable to 
The Salvation Army) are needed for this year’s 
food parcels, for Christmas Day dinner and 
tea. Toys (new, please) and goodies for 
Christmas Day meals are also welcome. Take 
gifts to Albion Place (10am-2pm Tue-Fri) or 
home collection can be arranged. 
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Vigil for 
East Timor 

Open air vigil 

by candlelight 

in Bonn Square, 

Oxford 

Mon 7 Dec 

5-6.30pm 

Organised by 

the Oxford East 

Timor 

Solidarity 

Group. 

Details St 
Francis House 
01865 248288. 


Don’t 

forget! 

There is no 
January 
DOOR 
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HelpWycliffe Bible Translators 

Willing Christian volunteers wanted to sup- 
port overseas work. Full-time and part-time 
posts as graphic designer, business fund co- 
ordinator, receptionist, secretary, chef, gar- 
dens manager etc available. Contact Owen 
Davies, Wycliffe Bible Translators, Horsleys 
Green HP14 3XL. Tel: 01494 482521. Fax: 01494 
483297. Email: owen_davies@wycliffe.org 


The Spring at Highmoor Hall 

Dec 2, 7.30pm Reading the Bible Aloud, £6 

Dec 4, 7.30pm Poetry and Music £5 

Dec 5, 10am-4pm Writers Workshop, £14 

Jan 7 & 21, 10am-4pm Colour me beautiful, £20 

fan 13, 10am-4pm ; Alexander Technique, £18 

Jan 20, 10am-4pm Cross-stitch, £17 

Jan 30, 10am-4pm Singly Significant, £15 



5DH. Tel: 01494 641167. 


New Way of Being Church 

Rebuilding the Church and forging links with the 
local community which is alienated from the institu- 
tional church. Ecumenical workshops at Scargill 
House, Kettlewell, N Yorks 26-30 April 1999 (£135) and 
United College of the Ascension, Selly Oak, 
Birmingham 4-7 October 1999 (£90). Bursaries avail- 
able. Details: Pauline Lamming, Lodge Farmhouse, 






203040. Blankets needed for Kosovo and edu- 
cation aid for children in Albania, Liberia and 
Kosovo (financial donations or items such as: 
exercise books, pens, pencils, rulers, rubbers 
etc). Please ring for information about 
Christmas Gift Packs. Donations towards cost 
of transportation welcome. Volunteers also 
urgently needed for the office and to sort and 
pack donated items. 

Christian Aid: Peter’s Way, Sandy Lane 
West, Oxford, QX4 5HG. Contact: David 
Pain on 01865 717070. ‘Home for Christmas’ 
pack - worship resources for all ages includ- 
ing decorative gold star; Dear Life- praying 
through the year with Christian Aid (review on 
page 15 of Dec DOOR); Proclaim Liberty youth 
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sessions for 16- \ 

25-year olds with 

a housing need. Financial donations, food, 
toiletries and towels urgently needed. *MK 
Hope ’ Simpson, Milton Keynes (01908 
670812) 24-hour, Dec 19 - Jan 3, aims to offer 
traditional Christmas food, beds, laundry. 
Donations, food, volunteers (4-hour shifts) 
needed. Slough SHOC( 01753 536745) run an 
all-year day and night shelter. Crisis project 
over the Christmas holiday period urgently 
needs volunteers for three and a half hour 
shifts, also financial donations, gloves, socks, 
warm clothing including underwear. 
Churches in Reading Drop-in Centre St 
Saviour’s Hall, Berkley Av (01189 502536) open 


The Gatehouse: 
Northgate Hall, 

St Michael’s Street, Oxford, 0X1 2DU 
Contact: Mary Brolly 01865 792999. 
Ecumenical drop-in centre run by Oxford 
Churches. Open every day 5-7pm except 
Sunday, 3-5pm (Christmas Day closed). 
Volunteers, donations and contributions greatly 
appreciated, especially new gloves, socks and 
scarves for presents, preferably by Dec 17. 

Langley House Trust: PO Box 181, Witney, 
Oxon, 0X8 6WD Contact: Paul Langley 
01993 774075. Helps to rebilitate ex-offend- 
ers. You can help provide a caring Christian 
environment by becoming a volunteer, sup- 


The Salvation Army) are needed for this year’s 
food parcels, for Christmas Day dinner and 
tea. Toys (new, please) and goodies for 
, Christmas Day meals are also welcome. Take 
gifts to Albion Place (10am-2pm Tue-Fri) or 
home collection can be arranged. 

PACT (formerly Oxford Diocesan Council 
for Social Work), 48 Bath Road, Reading 
RG1 6PG. Contact: Sue Baker, 0118 9 
591604. At our drop-in centres for disadvan- 
taged families we always need: magazines, 
paperback books, scraps of wool, materials, 
craft items, nearly new children’s clothes, tea 
bags, coffee, sugar, biscuits. Donations 
towards Christmas parties and gifts for the 
children would be very gratefully received. 
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House, Kettlewell, N Yorks 26-30 April 1999 (£135) and 
United College of the Ascension, Selly Oak, 
Birmingham 4-7 October 1999 (£90). Bursaries avail- 
able. Details: Pauline Lamming, Lodge Farmhouse, 
Groton, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5EJ. Tel: 01787 210360. 
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Christmas Around the World 
Saturday 5th December 

At the Oxford Centre for Missfon Studies, 

James Church. Woodstock Road. Oxford): a celebration of ChrUtSB^i^f! 
opportunity to ^fo^Qiristians from around the world including Kore||j 

:|ndia. Hungary and Honduras. Very good value 


What’s On is a free service for readers of The DOOR. If you would like your event included in the February DoorPost, send details in writing to the address below before the deadline January 18 



ervices at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy 

Communion, 10am Matins and 
Sermon, 11.15am Sung Eucharist, 
6pm Evensong. Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins, 7.35am Holy Communion, 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays or Major 
Feast Days 5.35pm Said Evensong 
and 6pm Sung Eucharist). 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES: 8am 
Holy Communion. 10am Matins, 
preacher The Bishop of Oxford. 
11.15am Sung Eucharist preacher the 
Dean. 6pm Said Evensong. 


$ 
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NOVEMBER 

Sat 23 COLD ASH Christmas Arcade arts and crafts at 
Acland Hall 10.30am-5.30pm. Entrance 50p. Details 
01635 200915. 

Fri 27 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley near Henley) healing 
service with laying on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 01491 638240. 

Fri 27 - Sat 28 TILEHURST Christmas market 7.30pm Fri 
and 2.30pm Sat St Mary Magdalen Church Hall. Father 
Christmas. Admission 20p. Contact 0118 942 7850. 

Sat 28 HIGH WYCOMBE MAWTINS ecumenical day con- 
ference on liturgy and worship for clergy and musicians. 
10am-5pm. To book: Hilary Haynes 0118 969 3835. 

Sat 28 FARINGDON Sing Hallelujah with soprano Mary 
Harrison and the Folly Singers 7.45pm at All Saints. 

Sat 28 BLETCHINGTON St Giles Church Christmas 
Fayre 2pm Village Hall. Father Christmas. Free entry. 

Sat 28 MIDDLETON STONEY church bazaar in Village 
Hall 2pm. Cakes, bottles, white elephants and crafts. 

Sat 28 - Sun 29 OXFORD Weekend school Music, Art 
and Spirituality with Keith Ward and Serena 
Quartermaine, Cost £34-£88 Contact The Administrator, 
University of Oxford Department for Continuing 
Education, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford 0X1 2JA. Tel: 
01865 270380. 


Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Hear the latest church news and views from 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire on BBC Thames 
Valley radio every Sunday morning from 6- 
9am on 95.2 and 104.IFM 


Sun 29 OXFORD At Christ Church Cathedral, St Mary 
the Virgin University Sermon 10am: the Revd John 
Clarke, principal Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 

Sun 29 PANGBOURNE Advent carol service 6pm at St 
James the Less with the Pangbourne College Choir. 

DECEMBER 

Tue 1 THE SPRING A day with Danny Sullivan explor- 
ing Advent through the life of Thomas Merton, monk, 
poet, and prophet. 10am-4pm. Cost £12. Write to The 
Administrator, The Lodge, Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, 
Henley on Thames, RG9 5DH. Tel: 01494 641167. 

Tue 1 OXFORD Ecumenical service for World AIDS Day 
organised by the Oxfordshire Churches Red Ribbon 
Group. Theme: ‘Young people living in the shadow of 
AIDS’ 7.30pm at Friends Meeting House, 43 St Giles. 
Details John Insley 01865 558424. 

Wed 2 OXFORD Visiting Skills - day course £3. 

Details Revd Pat Freeth, Ramsden Vicarage, 

Mount Skippett, Chipping Norton 0X7 3AP. 

Wed 2 READING Choral Evensong. Cathedral- 
style Prayer Book service 6.15pm. Sung by 
Reading Minster Midweek Choir at The Minster 
Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

Wed 2 and Wed 9 TURVEY ABBEY Celtic callig- 
raphy and prayer. Take own calligraphy pen and 
nibs etc. With Sister Esther, 10am-3.45pm, take 
lunch. Cost £19. Details: Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme 01296 713603. 

Wed 2 - Fri 4 SALISBURY Course in Eucharistic 
Prayer. Details: the Institute for Liturgy and 
Mission, Sarum College, 19 The Close, Salisbury, 

Wilts SP1 2EE. Tel: 01722 424800.. 

Thu 3 READING Churchpeople’s Luncheon Club 
lpm at St Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. Speaker 
DC Peter Dyson on the Safer Reading campaign. 

£1.50. To book contact Philip Wickens 0118 987 
2878. 

Fri 4 OXFORD Chapelle du Roi present music by John 
Sheppard 7.45pm at St Mary Magdalen Church. Tickets 
£8/con£6 from Oxford Playhouse 01865 798600 or on the 
door. Details 01865 510566. 

Fri 4 OXFORD Mission Lecture 12pm at Oxford Centre 
for Mission Studies, Woodstock Rd. Believing and 
Belonging - the Christian Community and Mission w Dr 
Bernard Farr. Tel: 01865 556071. 

Sat 5 MILTON KEYNES Ring in Christmas Praise with 
massed handbells, carols and organ at Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone 2.30pm. Details Cliff Blundell, 
Burnham Handbell Society 01628 602194. 

Sat 5 TUBNEY Christmas bazaar in Tubney Church, 
Oxford Rd (A420) at 2pm. Cakes, gifts, refreshments etc. 

Sat 5 WINDSOR Music from Britten, Janacek and 
Charpentier with organist Ian Watson and harpist 
Catherine Beynon. 8pm at Windsor Parish Church. 


Tickets £8 and £6 from Ann Ayres 01753 855173. 

Sat 5 COLD ASH Concert of Seasonal Music by the 
Bradfield College Choir 7.30pm at St Mark’s Church, 
tickets £5 from David Lacy Smith 01635 200915. 

Sat 5 SLOUGH Victorian Christmas fair 10am-3pm St 
Mary’s Church, Church St: take sherry with the vicar in 
his Victorian study! Carols by candle light 7.30pm. 
Details 01753 529988. 

Sat 5 READING Reading Concert Singers with Church 
Choirs ‘Night of Miracles’. Christmas music and carols at 
St Agnes Church, Northumberland Av 7.30pm. Programmes 
£4 (cone £3, under-16s £2). Details 0118 942 5290. 

Sun 6 OXFORD Eucharist St Mary the Virgin 11am. 
Preacher Revd Giles Fraser. 

Sun 6 BENSON Christmas music with the Thames 
Consort and Voices, 8pm at St Helen’s Church. Including 



the Schtitz Christmas Story, Byrd, Buxtehude and 
Sweelinck. Tickets £6. Mulled wine. 

Sun 6 OXFORD Advent Carols at University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin with German Lutheran Congregation. 
Sun 6 ISLIP Christmas Fair at the Old Rectory Barn 
llam-4pm. Gifts, food, raffle, bring-and-buy for Emmaus 
Homeless Project. 

Mon 7 READING Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary 
Reading Chapter Requiem Mass 8pm St Laurence. 
Details: David Gillman 0118 9598102. 

Mon 7 WOODSTOCK Open lecture: Authority - an 
Anglican Catholic Perspective with speaker the Revd 
Michael Wright, vicar of St Barnabas and St Paul, 
Oxford. 8pm at St Mary Magdalene’s Church. Details 
Michael Millard 01993 813368. 

Wed 9 TILEHURST Reading Concert Singers with 
church choirs ‘Night of Miracles’, Christmas music and 
carols at St Mary Magdalen Church, Kentwood 


Roundabout 7.30pm. Programmes £4 (cone £3, under-16s 
£2). Details 0118 942 5290. 

Mon 7 THAME Late night Christmas shopping at the 
bookshop, St Mary’s Church 6.30-10pm. 

Thu 10, Fri 11, Sat 12, Sun 13 ALDERMASTON 42nd 
year of York Nativity Play at St Mary the Virgin 8pm Thu 
and Fri, 7pm Sat and Sun. For free tickets send SAE to V 
Hall, The Gables, Church Rd, Aldermaston RG7 4LR. 

Thu 10 HARNHILL Advent Quiet Day ‘make Way for 
Christ the King’. Details 01285 860670. 

Thu 10 CHIPPENHAM Thomas Merton evening 6- 
9.15pm St Andrew’s Church Details Revd Patrick 
Woodhouse Tel 01249 656834. 

Fri 11 OXFORD The Choir of St Mary Magdalen presents 
an evening of Christmas words and music for all the 
family 7.45pm at St Mary Magdalen Church. Tickets 
£6/conc £4 from Oxford Playhouse 01865 798600 
or on the door. Details 01865 510566. 

Fri 11 READING Lunchtime organ recital at St 
Mary the Virgin 12.15pm with Christopher Kent. 

Sat 12 LEIGHTON BUZZARD Preparing for 
Christmas: a day of prayerful reflection with 
Susan Gibbs. £15 inc lunch. 10am-4pm at 
Wellsprings, Hockliffe St. To book 01525 210711. 

Sat 12 Pilgrim Adventure Team walk to 
Deerhurst Priory and Odda’s Chapel. For details 
send SAE to David Gleed, Pilgrim Adventure, 120 
Bromley Heath Rd, Downend, Bristol BS16 6JJ. 

Sat 12 OXFORD Study day ‘Art and Theology in 
late Anglo-Saxon England’ speaker Professor 
Barbara Raw. 10.30am^pm 2 Canterbury Rd. 
£6/£3. Details 01865 310341. No need to book. 

Sat 12 BERRICK SALOME St Helen’s Christmas 
Coffee Morning 10.30am-l 2.30pm at the Berrick 
and Roke Village Hall. 

Sat 12 OXFORD Music and Worship Foundation 
Christmas concert 7.30pm St Clement’s Church 
inc traditional carols and choral work by Dietrich 
Buxtehude. Tickets £3 on door or on 01865 454078. 

Sun 13 ABINGDON Christmas concert 7pm St Nicolas 
Church w Crescent Singers. Collection for Open Door project. 

Sun 13 OXFORD Eucharist St Mary the Virgin 11am. 
Preacher Canon Brian Mountford. 

Mon 14 OXFORD Presentation at the Jaqueline Du Pre 
Building, St Hilda’s College 8pm: Christmas - Is That It? 
Music, drama, poetry and talk with Revd Tim Perry of 
New Life Outreach. Details 01865 343655. All welcome. 
Wed 16 READING Programme of Christmas music inc 
carols for the congregation w Reading Minster Midweek 
Choir at the Minster Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

Thu 17 ETON Christmas Music and readings with the 
Royal Free Singers, Maidenhead Chamber Choir and 
Windsor and Maidenhead Symphony Orchestra 8pm at 
Eton College School Hall. Tickets £7 on 01753 855173. 

Fri 18 READING Lunchtime organ recital at St Mary the 


Virgin 12.15pm with Raymond Isaacson. 

Fri 18 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley near Henley) healing 
service with laying on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 01491 638240. 

Sat 19 WINDSOR Carols with coffee and mince pies 
7pm at The United Reform Church, William Street. 

Sat 19 EAST SHEFFORD Candle-lit carol service 3pm at 
St Thomas’ Church. All welcome. 

Sat 19 CARTERTON ‘Bethlehem market’ at St John’s 
Church lOam^pm. Experience Jewish culture as it was 
2000 years ago. Live animals! Hebrew scribes! Hourly 
appearances of Mary and Joseph. 

Sat 19 OXFORD Music for Christmas from around the 
world sung by the Cathedral Singers 8pm at Christ 
Church Cathedral. Tickets £8 (cone £5) on the door. 

Sun 20 AMERSHAM on the HILL Prayer & Healing after 
Communion starting 10am at St Michael and all Angels. 

Wed 23 - Sun 27 HARNHILL Christmas Houseparty 
‘Immanuel - God with us’. Details 01285 860670. Email 
harnhill@btinternet.com 

Thu 31 LEIGHTON BUZZARD Not the Millennium 
Watch Night’ with Thai banquet 8pm and act of worship 
at 11.30pm. £30 each at Wellsprings, Hockliffe St. To 
book 01525 210711. 

JANUARY 1999 

Mon 4 - Thu 7 OXFORD Third Conference on Youth 
Ministry for those who teach, research and write in this 
area. Fee £195. Details Pete Ward, Oxford Youth Works, 
The Old Mission Hall, 57B St Clement’s, Oxford OX4 1AG. 

Sat 9 OXFORD Religious Experience in Interfaith 
Fellowship, Alister Hardy Soc llam-4pm Room C2, 
Westminster College. £5 non-members. 

Mon 11 WOODSTOCK Authority in the Roman Catholic 
Church. Speaker Dr Edward Yarnold, SJ, 8pm St Mary 
Magdalene’s. Details Michael Millard 01993 813368. 

Mon 11 READING GSS Reading Chapter meeting fol- 
lowed by AGM 8pm at Christ Church, Guild Office. 
Details David Gillmann 0118 959 8102. 

Mon 11 HARNHILL Healing and Teaching week. Details 
01285 860670. Email harnhill@btinternet.com 

Sat 16 WINNERSH Model Railway Exhibition admission 
£2 in aid of St Nicholas’. 10.30am-5pm at St Mary’s 
Church Hall. Details G Gatehouse 01189 789141. 

Fri 22 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley near Henley) healing 
service with laying on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 01491 638240. 

Wed 27 MELTON KEYNES Millennium lecture Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone 730pm. Rt Revd David Jenkins: ‘God, 
Atheism and the Global Market’. Details 01908 237777. 

Whatfs On Is a free service for our readers, We 
try to fit in as many requests as possible but can- 
not guarantee that your entry will be included. 
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CITY OF OXFORD ORCHESTRA 

Larry Adler will be the icing on the cake, or as 
he put it The joke in the cracker’ in the City of 
Oxford Orchestras CHRISTMAS CRACKER 
on December 19 in the Sheldonian Theatre. 
Among a wonderful selection of Christmas 
favourites, including White Christmas, Sleigh 
Ride and excerpts from the ’Nutcracker' and 
'Swan Lake’, Larry will add his own special 
brand of magic with Gershwin classics and 
some exciting surprises. 

Gershwins 1 00th, Larry's 85th and 
Your best Christmas ever. 


The Craft & Hobby Store 

-f) Bicester Garden Centre 

Oxford Rd., Bicester. 

(Junction 9 M40) 

01869 369030 

Our friendly and helpful staff are always available 
to advise and offer: 

• Assistance in all aspects of crafts & hobbies 

• An extensive range of craft materials 

• A varied Workshops programme 

• Genuine discounts & special offers 

• Children’s Holiday Workshops 

• In-store Demonstrations & Examples 

Open Tuesday - Saturday 10.00-5.00 
Sunday 1030-430 


Your best 

Christ 

ever 


Oxford Orchestra 

Hounded l%5 


?° u rbest 
'-"nstnias 

ever 


The Whately Hall, Banbury MHWI I 

01295 243 451 

Forte Heritage 16th Century Hotel located in the 
centre of Banbury. 

The oak panelled restaurant with freshly laundered Whatfily Hall 
linen is open for non-residents throughout 

December for all your personal requirements. 

We have a series of menu's produced with you in mind. 
Monday-Friday three course luncheon only £12.95 
with crackers. 

Sunday lunches through December at £15,95 includes three course 
traditional choice menu with crackers, visit from 
Santa for children and pianist playing. 

If you remember the Dinner Dances of old, we have a 
Black Tie Dinner Dance on 22nd December. 

If you are looking for something livelier our Christmas Party Nights are 
happening throughout December, not to mention the Christmas Day 
Lunches being served as well. 

For further details on any of the above please do not hesitate to contact Liz or 

Marian on 01295 263 451 


Oxford City's own professional orchestra 

Saturday 19th December, 8pm 
SHELDONIAN THEATRE 
Christmas Cracker 

LARRY ADLER 

in a unique including 

WHITE CHRISTMAS 

LEROY ANDERSON 

SLEIGH RIDE 

TCHAIKOVSKY 

EXCERPTS FROM 
SWAN LAKE & THE NUTCRACKER 

GERSHWIN 

LULLABY 

Conductor Philip Ellis 

(D Sponsored by the Q consultancy! 

CITY OF OXFORD ORCHESTRA 
HEADINGTON (24HRS) 01865 744457 
OXFORD PLAYHOUSE 
BEAUMONT STREET 01865 798600 



THE 

EMBROIDERY 
DEPARTMENT 

All Saints Convent, 

St. Mary’s Road, Oxford OX4 1RU 

Church Embroidery to 
commission including 
Vestments, Fair Linens and 
Altar Linen, Altar Frontals 
and Banners. 

Enquiries to: 

Embroidery Department 
All Saints Convent 

Tel: (01865) 248627 

The Society of All Saints Sisters of the Poor is a registered 
charity (no. 228383) incorporating St. John’s House, Helen 
House, the Porch and All Saints House. London. 


Christmas 1998 at 

Tlie Caddy Sliack 

Hinksey Heights Golf dub 

Tel. 01865 327775 

STARTERS 

Melon or Pate with hot buttered bread 
o£ Prawn Cocktail 

******* 

MAIN COURSE 

Roast turkey, roast potatoes, sausages wrapped in 
Ixtcon, seasonal vegetables and cranberry sauce 
or Roast sirloin of beef, Yorkshire pudding, roast pota- 
toes, seasonal vegetables and horseradish sauce 
Poached salmon in a tarragon sauce, served with 
seasonal vegetables. 

Vegetarians please come and talk to us alx>ut what you 
would like to have for your Christmas lunch. 

******* 

SWEET 

Christmas pudding with rum sauce 
i2£ Apple Pie with custard followed by 
Mince pies and brandy butter and coffee. 

£15.00 

******* 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE 

BOOKINGS NOW BRING TAKEN FOR NOVEMBER AND 
DECEMBER, ALSO FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 1999. 

South Hinksey, Oxford, OX1 5AB 


/ TTT Telephone 

7 * 01886 254506 


\ 


The Church Lads’ and Church Girls' Brigade 

An Anglican Voluntary Youth Organisation for boys 
and girls between 5 and 21 years offering fun, 
challenge, discipline and responsibility within a 
Christian setting. It aims to give them opportunities 
and experiences which will help equip them for 
adult life. 

It aims to build . . . 


GIVE US A TICK, 
AND IN ALMOST 
ALL CASES 
WE’LL IMPROVE 
YOUR FINANCES 


We’re a well respected Christian financial 
services company and in almost all cases we’ll 
improve your current financial situation. 

Give us a tick, or two, or three, complete, clip and 
return the coupon and we’ll be in touch. 

In fluctuating money markets it can 
pay you handsomely to run a 
check on your finances. 

It’ll only take a tick 
to get things moving. 



Give us a ring or complete 
the coupon 

David Gee and Company is a member of Countrywide Independent Advisers Limited, who are 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority for life assurance, pensions and investment 
business only. The PIA does not regulate school fees planning. 


Tick, complete, clip and return the coupon and we’ll be in touch with you to 
improve your finances. 

ED Investments EH Retirement planning 

EH Pensions EH School fees 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


TELEPHONE No 


David Gee and Company 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

FINANCIAL SERVICES WORTH CAPITALISING ON 



David Gee and Company 

FREEPOST SWC1858 
Heathend Court 
Heathend 

Wotton-Under-Edge 
GL12 8ZZ 

Telephone: 01454 299445 
Fax: 01454 299443 







